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O P E N I N G   R E M A R K S 

Mr. Speaker, crime continues to threaten the growth of our 

economy and instill an intolerable level of fear in the general 

populace.   The Government will continue to be relentless in 

all pursuits aimed at protecting every citizen of this country 

and we seek the support of all stakeholders in ensuring that 

we ‘break the back of crime’. The Government remains 

determined and committed to a plan of action to meet this 

challenge.  

 

To this end, the concept of Zones of Special Operations 

(ZOSO) has proven itself; the Government through the actions 

of the Security Forces can take back control and enforce the 

rule of law while respecting the rights of citizens.  Equally 

important, is that there has been no incidence of murder 

since the declaration of both the Mount Salem and Denham 

Town Zones of Special Operations.  

 

Mr. Speaker, we are at the point where approval once again 

has to be sought for the extension of the Zones of Special 

Operations in both Mount Salem and Denham Town. 
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E X T E N S I O N  O F  Z O N E S  

Mr. Speaker, as we are all aware this is not the first time and 

may not be the last time that a resolution has to be taken to 

extend both Zones of Special Operations.  Mr. Speaker, the 

implementation of these Zones has been justified, and the 

results speak for themselves. We accepted from the onset 

that achievements in these areas could not be realized in the 

limited period allowed by the legislation. Nevertheless, it is 

important to note, that the Government’s resolve to continue 

and extend the Zones of Special Operations represents an 

important pillar (among other factors) to a long-term 

approach to crime.   It is not a quick fix.   

 

The decision to continue the extension is also justified given 

that there has been no report of murder or gang related 

serious crimes in either of these two communities, since their 

respective periods of declaration.  Likewise, Mr. Speaker there 

has been no report of abuse by state actors.  

 

Moving forward, the Security Forces are expected to 

maintain an effective presence to facilitate the social 
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intervention work which is already underway.  These efforts 

have already begun to yield important results and have 

largely been supported by the community.  

 

The Zones of Special Operations is also an opportunity for the 

JCF to execute its community policing strategy, in a more 

controlled space, in an aim to transform the community and 

institutionalize modern policing strategies.  

 

Mr. Speaker, Section 5 of the  Law Reform (Zones of Special 

Operations) (Special Security and Community Development 

Measures) Act, guides that the Prime Minister in Council, after 

consultation with the Joint Command may by order subject 

to affirmative resolution of the House of Representatives 

extend the period referred to in Section 4(3).  It is intended 

that Mount Salem and Denham Town Zones of Special 

Operations, Special Security and Community Development 

Measures both be extended for a further period of sixty (60) 

days.    This additional time is a necessary enabler for the 

intensified delivery of social services and infrastructural 

investment which have already commenced but must be 



MHPM_Statement to Parliament ZOSO Extensions 20180206 – Check against delivery            Page 5 of 14 
 

much further realized.  

 

And likewise, in accordance with Section 6 of the Act, today, 

I will give an overview of activities within Mount Salem and 

Denham Town and the next steps for both zones. 

 

 

R E V I E W  O F  M O U N T  S A L E M  

 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the Mount Salem Zone of Special 

Operations, Special Security and Community Development 

Measures, we are requesting that the Honourable House 

approves the third extension for a further sixty days, effective 

28 February 2018.  

 

Currently, this Zone is progressing through the BUILD Phase; 

the most challenging and most critical stage of the 

transformation.  The efforts during this time must therefore be 

fully supported.  The Security Forces continue to make their 

contribution through the maintenance of a secure 

environment for the Social Intervention Committee to be able 
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to carry out the various projects, in keeping with the 

Government’s intent for the community.  

 

To date, Mr. Speaker, the Zone has benefited from a wide 

spectrum of interventions.  Many of these projects have 

already taken place and were welcomed by the community. 

These included: Community Service Fairs, Utility 

Regularization, Recruitment for Skills training and 

apprenticeship, Civil registration and Identification and 

Training for Community Animators.  There have also been 

community safety projects and environmental projects, with 

focus on physical improvements; as well as social 

engagements such as the Unity Concert and Church 

Community Retreat, which have aimed to build internal 

relationships.  

 

It is anticipated that as the Zone in Mount Salem continues, a 

number of other projects will be brought into focus.   

 

In terms of Infrastructure development, the National Works 

Agency is spearheading one project with particular focus on 
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improving the conditions of roads and drains in the 

community. This project commenced in January 2018 and is 

scheduled to continue until March 2018.  There is also a Zinc 

Fence Removal project which is scheduled to commence this 

month and is expected to conclude in April 2018. 

 

Importantly, there are also projects with much greater 

emphasis on engaging the young.  One of which is the 

Community Sports Programme, which has included the 

partnership of the Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF), The 

Social Development Commission, the Sports Development 

Foundation, the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), 

Jamaica Cycling Federation, the Jamaica Table Tennis 

Association, and the Jamaica Boxing Federation. Through this 

engagement, which is scheduled for a period of 12 months 

(but is intended to set the foundation for a perpetual 

programme) training, equipment and gear will be provided.    

 

There are also programmes which have been designed to 

empower the community with respect to governance. 

Through collaboration between the Jamaica Constabulary 
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Force and JSIF, the capacity of the Community Development 

Committee is being further developed and a Neighbourhood 

Watch is being reintroduced.   

 

In terms of Enterprise Development, the Joint Force, JSIF, 

HEART/NTA have all collaborated to promote an environment 

for the development of small businesses. Activities have 

included the regularization of: Bars, Food Services – Spirit 

Licence and Food Handlers Permits. There has also been a 

Call for Proposals in furtherance of Enterprise Grant Funding. 

This programme commenced in January 2018 and is 

expected to continue until December 2018.       

 

In addition to the economic focus, social structures are also 

being heavily prioritized. To that end, the importance of 

family is also being emphasized. One project, the National 

Parenting Support Commission – Parenting Workshop, which is 

being spearheaded by the Ministry of Education, Youth and 

Information and the Ministry of National Security, will therefore 

take focus over the next period. The Workshop commenced 

in January 2018 and is expected to conclude in March 2018.  



MHPM_Statement to Parliament ZOSO Extensions 20180206 – Check against delivery            Page 9 of 14 
 

Mr. Speaker, it is through collaborative efforts that real, 

sustainable changes will occur and real, sustainable changes 

are happening in Mount Salem.   

 

 

R E V I E W  O F  D E N H A M  T O W N  

Mr. Speaker, with respect to Denham Town, we are 

expecting that the Parliament will approve the second 

extension of the Zone for a further sixty days, effective 14 

February 2018.  

 

The Zone is currently in the HOLD phase and it is anticipated 

that the transition to the BUILD phase will soon follow.  There 

continues to be significant gains in the Zone and efforts 

continue to be welcomed and supported by the members of 

the community.   

 

Undoubtedly, this is supported by the commendable efforts 

of the Joint Force in maintaining law and order so that safety 

and security becomes a critical pillar in community 

development.   
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During the month of January 2018, the Social Intervention 

Committee consolidated planning activities for a number of 

initiatives, as well as commenced the implementation of 

specific programmes.   

 

In terms of improvements to the physical environment, there 

has been continued focus on the Zinc Fence Substitution and 

Integrated Infrastructure Projects. This project which saw just 

over 400 metres of zinc fence completed in Denham Town, 

resumed with a further approximately 75 metres of Zinc fence 

being erected in Reggae Villa.  The current phase will employ 

just over 15 members of the community for a four-week 

period. Additionally, the JSIF funded Integrated Infrastructure 

Project (IIP) which will encompass major infrastructure works 

including road and sewer upgrading, is currently in the 

bidding stage of procurement and is expected to 

commence implementation in the first quarter of the financial 

year 2018/2019.   

 

Mr. Speaker, in terms of Social Services, there is an ongoing 

Recruitment Fair. In furtherance of this, the HEART/NTA and 
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JSIF in collaboration with the SDC and the Denham Town 

Community Development Committee hosted a community 

event at the Denham Town Community Centre on January 

23, 2018 to register persons for several training programmes 

including: Business Process Outsourcing, Call Centre 

operations, School Leavers Programme and a range of 

vocational skills. Over 300 persons were registered at the 

event that also included application services for birth 

certificates. 

 

With respect to youth engagement, the Ministry of Education 

has submitted a proposal to support school wide behavior 

modification initiatives at the following schools:  St Annes 

Primary, St Annes CAP, Denham Town Primary, Denham Town 

High, St. Albans Primary.  

 

Mr. Speaker, there has also been significant focus on the 

Expansion of Public Health Services. On 6 January 2018, the 

Ministry of Health (MOH) commenced the weekly delivery of 

public health services to the community through weekend 

clinics (Saturdays and Sundays), at the Denham Town Health 
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Centre.  The MOH currently operates a Type 3 health facility in 

the community but residents had expressed difficulty to 

access its services due to the violence in the community. 

While this characterization of the community is no longer the 

case, the residents of the community will continue to benefit 

from direct Primary Health Services, which includes: pre-natal, 

ante natal, post- natal, general medical checks and other 

services.   

 

Another critical focus area has been Environmental 

Improvements. To that end, an Incentive Programme For 

Proper Management of Solid Waste, is being prioritized. The 

programme is still in development and remains on schedule 

to be rolled out during the calendar year, and will heavily 

engage the Community Based Organizations, the 

environmental wardens and the National Solid Waste 

Management Authority, providing these groups/entities with 

incentives when there is proper collection and disposal of 

garbage in the community. 

 

Mr. Speaker, in the next period several events and projects 
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are forecasted. These include: 

 A Community Services Fair, scheduled for 16 February 

2018.  

 A Domino Tournament, scheduled for 25 February 2018, 

which has engaged the partnership of J Wray and 

Nephew.  

 A Community Sports Programme, which like the Mount 

Salem Zone will see the collaboration of the JSIF, SDC, 

Sports Development Foundation, YMCA, Jamaica 

Cycling Federation, Jamaica Table Tennis Assn, Jamaica 

Boxing Federation over a period of 12 months.  This 

commenced in January 2018.  

 Capacity building of the Community Development 

Committee and a Neighbourhood Watch programme 

will also take focus over the next twelve (12) months.  

 Likewise, activities towards Enterprise Development, 

including a Call for Proposals which will be supported 

through the JSIF Small Enterprise Grant Funding, are also 

being promoted over a similar period (January-

December 2018).  
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C O N C L U S I O N  

Mr. Speaker, in closing, it is important that we continue to 

build on the successes of this strategy and ensure that the 

experiences of: peace; protection by the state, and; safety 

from gang violence, continue to be the reality of these two 

communities.  It is worthwhile to reiterate that this successful 

model must be repeated in other communities across 

Jamaica.    

 

We commend the efforts of the Security Forces and all 

supporting agencies, public and private. And, we commend 

the support of the residents of both communities, through this 

period of transformation; as we work towards a safer, equal 

and inclusive society.  Together are working to rebuild families 

and instil pride and unity.  

 


