Advisory on Bid Securities
- Tender Bonds

Permanent Secretaries, Heads of Departments,
Chief Executive Officers and other Heads of
Procuring Entities are hereby being advised of
the following guidelines relating to the acceptance
of Tender Bonds as forms of Bid Securities.

Pursuant to Section A7.6.1 — Bid Security,
Volume 2: Procurement of Goods, Services
and Works in the Revised Handbook of Public
Sector Procurement Procedures (March 2014):
“Bid Security may be required for contract
values above Fifteen Million Jamaica Dollars
(/MD$15M) as a condition of participation
in procurement proceedings.” The Procuring
Entity must utilize a range of 0.05% to 2% of
the comparative estimate to determine and
request a fixed sum for the Bid Security.

A Bid Security is a requirement used to
assure compensation to the Government
of Jamaica for the time and money lost, if
the successful bidder fails to honour the
bid and the contractual obligations therein.
The procuring entity, in its discharge of the
procurement function is fully responsible for
ensuring that bidders are made aware of a
requirement to provide a bid security.

The acceptable forms of bid security must be

issued from a reputable financial institution

and are limited to:

i. anirrevocable letter of credit or

ii. aBank guarantee or

iii. a bid bond issued by a surety which is
incorporated and domiciled in Jamaica or

iv. a bid-securing declaration or

v. a certified manager’s cheque or

vi. aninsurance certificate.

A Bid Bond is deemed valid and acceptable

if it satisfies all of the following criteria:

i. It is denominated in Jamaica Dollars
or the equivalent amount in a freely
convertible currency;

ii. Itisissued by a surety incorporated and

domiciled in Jamaica or if the institu-

tion issuing a bond is located outside of

Jamaica, it must have a correspondent

financial institution located in Jamaica to

make it enforceable.

It conforms with the bid validity period

prescribed in the bidding documents;

iv. Itis issued in the name of the bidder. In
the case of a joint venture, it must be
issued in the name of all the partners in
the joint venture;

v. It shall be worded in the same language

as the Bid Security Form, provided in the

Bid Documents;

It is duly executed by the bidder/contractor.

That is, it meets all the necessary legal

requirements to render the document as

a valid, enforceable legal instrument:

- It is signed, witnessed and dated by all
the relevant parties, as set out in the
Standard Bidding Documents;

- It is stamped by the Stamp Office of
Jamaica, in keeping with the Stamp Duty
Act, as proof of payment for the relevant
Stamp Duty. The Stamp Duty Division
within the Tax Administration of Jamaica
(TAJ) issues a Vermillion seal on the bond
and a validation barcode, which is placed
on the reverse of the consideration (first)
page.

Vi,

With respect to the Stamp Duty requirement,
it must be noted that the Commissioner
General of the Tax Administration of Jamaica
(TAJ) in the exercise of his powers under Section
80A of the Stamp Duty Act, may “enter into
an agreement with any person for the com-
position, in accordance with the provisions
of this section, of the stamp duty charge-
able under this Act on any item specified in
this agreement”. Under this agreement, an
organization on composition will process
in-house the document, putting the Stamp
Duty Medallion on the documents of which
the Tender Bond is included, as indication of
such treatment.

That is, “The STAMP DUTY PAID” Medallion
shall be printed at the top right hand corner
of the first page of the Applicable Documents
or as close thereto as the circumstances shall
permit. Therefore, in such a case the medallion
becomes the evidence as opposed to the
Vermillion seal placed on documents for the
walk-in taxpayers.

Permanent Secretaries, Heads of Departments,
Chief Executive Officers and Heads of Procuring
Entities are advised to bring this circular to the
attention of all affected personnel.
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Early Childhood Commiission (ECC)
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

The Government of Jamaica, through a loan from the World Bank,
has received financing to support the implementation of the National
Strategic Plan for Early Childhood Development (2013-2018).
The Early Childhood Commission (ECC) intends to apply a portion
of the funds for eligible payments under the contracts for which
this invitation is issued.

The ECC now wishes to establish a database of firms from which
to select suitable consultants to invite to provide consulting services.
The objective of this consultancy is to review The National Strategic
Plan for 2013-2018 for the Early Childhood Sector and to Develop
and Cost a National Strategic Plan for 2018-2023, based on
acceptable standards and systems of operation.

Expressions of interest are invited from consultants/firms with the

following academic qualifications:

» Postgraduate in Organizational Development and Management,
Economics, Education Administration or other Social Science
qualification.

+ Atleast fifteen (15) years’ experience in Strategic Planning

« Combination of a minimum of fifteen (15) years’ experience in
facilitating consultative processes across at least one of the
sectors relevant to strategic planning for early childhood education
(education, health or social services).

Applicants are to submit a Statement of Capability, which should
include information on technical competence, experience and
qualification. Additionally, all prospective local firms MUST
possess a valid Tax Compliant Certificate (TCC).

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures
set out in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment
of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers.

Statement of Capability should be submitted NO LATER
THAN April 24, 2018 to:

The Procurement Officer
Early Childhood Commission
Shops 45-49, Kingston Mall
8-10 Ocean Boulevard, Kingston
or by email to: procurement@ecc.gov.jm

Further information can be obtained at the address above during
office hours, Monday-Thursday from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and on
Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at (876) 922-9296-7 or 948-9805.
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Early Childhood Commission (ECC)
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

The Government of Jamaica, through a loan from the World Bank,
has received financing to support the implementation of the National
Strategic Plan for Early Childhood Development (2013-2018).
The Early Childhood Commission (ECC) intends to apply a portion
of the funds for eligible payments under the contracts for which
this invitation is issued.

The ECC now wishes to establish a database of firms from which
to select suitable consultants to invite to provide consulting services.
The objective of this consultancy is to evaluate the Jamaica Early
Childhood Curriculum for Children from Birth to Age Five,
based on acceptable standards and systems of operation.

Expressions of interest are invited from consultants/firms with the

following academic qualifications:

» Postgraduate in Early Childhood Development, Curriculum
Development of other related areas in Early Childhood Development
& Education

»  Written and oral communication skills

* Project Management skills

* Understanding and consistent application of curriculum
development

» Supervisory skills

Applicants are to submit a Statement of Capability, which should
include information on technical competence, experience and
qualification. Additionally, all prospective local firms MUST
possess a valid Tax Compliant Certificate (TCC).

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures
set out in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment
of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers.

Statement of Capability should be submitted NO LATER
THAN April 24, 2018 to:

The Procurement Officer
Early Childhood Commission
Shops 45-49, Kingston Mall
8-10 Ocean Boulevard, Kingston
or by email to: procurement@ecc.gov.jm

Further information can be obtained at the address above during
office hours, Monday-Thursday from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and on
Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at (876) 922-9296-7 or 948-9805.




