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Statement by  
Senator the Honourable Arnold J. Nicholson 

 Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade on the 
Fourth CARICOM-Japan Ministerial Meeting  
Tokyo, Japan, 14th & 15th November 2014 

 
 
 

Mr. President, 
 
 
Introduction 
 
I am pleased to advise this Honourable Senate that I led Jamaica’s delegation to the Fourth 
CARICOM-Japan Ministerial Meeting in Tokyo from 14th-15th November 2014, the main 
purpose of which was to strengthen relations and cooperation between CARICOM and 
Japan. The meeting took on added significance, this year being the commemoration of 
CARICOM-Japan Friendship Year, and for Jamaica, the 50th Anniversary of Diplomatic 
Relations with Japan.   
 
Japan is an important developed partner to both Jamaica and CARICOM. It has been 
playing a critical role in supporting the region’s development process in various sectors and 
has been a reliable ally in advocating on international issues of strategic interest to 
CARICOM, including climate change and its impact on Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS). The First CARICOM-Japan Consultative Meeting was held in Jamaica in 1993, 
which marked the beginning of a series of consultations and Ministerial Meetings to expand 
cooperation between both sides. 
 
Outcome of the Ministerial Meeting 
 
The Ministerial Meeting was well attended by all Member States. The Foreign Minister of 
Japan, H.E. Mr Fumio Kishida, Co-chaired the Meeting with the Honourable Carolyn 
Rodrigues-Birkett, the Foreign Minister of Guyana, in her capacity as Chair of the Council 
for Foreign and Community Relations (COFCOR). 
 
Discussions culminated in a “Ministerial Joint Statement between CARICOM and Japan”, 
which reinforces the commitments of both sides to strengthen existing cooperation, explore 
new initiatives and to collaborate at the multilateral level. 
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Japan reaffirmed its continued technical assistance to CARICOM States, through the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), in renewable energy and energy efficiency, 
natural disaster risk reduction, climate change, measures against environmental 
degradation, sustainable fisheries, waste management, and sustainable development, as it 
relates to the peculiarities and vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  
 
The Meeting discussed new approaches to expand the bonds of friendship through sport 
programmes, people-to-people and cultural exchanges, such as the Japan Exchange and 
Teaching (JET) Programme, and the Invitation Programme for Young Officials of the 
Caribbean Community. Japan also affirmed its intention to promote assistance for Japanese 
language education at the UWI through ICT.  
 
Both sides agreed to explore cooperation and partnerships in investment and commercial 
activities. As a lead investor, Japan indicated its willingness to further invest in areas such 
as ICT, infrastructure and tourism in CARICOM countries.  The Meeting underscored the 
importance of the Japan-CARICOM Friendship Fund, which has been Japan’s private and 
public sector initiative since 2000 for assistance to programmes in the region. 
 
Discussions were held on international issues, including the reform of the United Nations 
Security Council, the Post-2015 Development Agenda, the sustainable use of marine living 
resources, and financing for development, especially within the context of declining 
development assistance and access to critical concessionary loans and grants for 
development purposes in the Caribbean region. Japan is committed to continuing its 
advocacy at the G-20 Summit and in other international fora to address the concerns of 
Caribbean States in this regard, including the need for special terms and conditions to be 
applied to the region.  
 
Both sides agreed to cooperate on climate change issues and on the Third UN World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, to be held in Japan in March 2015. Japan also 
expressed its commitment to contribute to the Green Climate Fund for mitigation and 
adaptation measures for countries most affected by climate change.  
 
Given the importance of the Caribbean Sea to our sustainable development, CARICOM 
sought Japan’s support for the elaboration of a new legal regime, under the United Nations 
Law of the Sea Convention (UNCLOS), to address gaps in ocean governance and allow for 
equitable sharing of the resources of the deep sea, as well as for the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biodiversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction. 
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Courtesy Call on the President of the House of Representatives 
 
CARICOM Foreign Ministers met with Mr. Bunmei Ibuki, President of the House of 
Representatives and Members of the Japan/Caribbean Parliamentarian League, to 
exchange views within the context of the Japan/CARICOM Parliamentary Friendship 
League, towards promoting friendly relations among Parliamentarians from Japan and 
CARICOM.  It was noted that a number of exchange visits had been undertaken through the 
Friendship League, including an invitation extended to the Speaker of the House, the 
Honourable Michael Peart, to visit Japan early next year.  
 
Bilateral Meeting with the Foreign Minister of Japan 
 
Against the background of the important milestone of the 50th Anniversary of Diplomatic 
relations between Jamaica and Japan, the meeting facilitated separate discussions with my 
Japanese counterpart on further cooperation and development assistance for growth and 
sustainable development in Jamaica.  
 
In expressing the Government’s appreciation for Japan’s continued support in critical areas 
of development such as agriculture, health, disaster risk reduction, renewable energy and 
education, I drew attention to the success of the cultural exchanges under the JET 
Programme and encouraged the renewal of increased Japanese tourists to Jamaica, further 
Japanese investment in the Jamaican tourism and agro sectors, as well as in our 
Government’s efforts to promote renewable energy. The opportunity was also used to thank 
the Government of Japan for its support of Jamaica’s candidature for the election of Judge 
Patrick Robinson to the International Court of Justice (ICJ).   
 
Minister Kishida expressed his commitment to continue Japan’s assistance to SIDS and 
Jamaica, and the strengthening of existing cooperation at the CARICOM level to advance 
social and economic development in the region. 
 
Note was taken of the economic progress and growth in Japan as well as its global outreach 
programmes and partnerships to assist developing countries, including Jamaica and other  
Caribbean States. We agreed on the need for ongoing dialogue on the development 
challenges facing Heavily Indebted Middle Income Countries, like Jamaica, within the 
international financial institutions, such as the World Bank and the IMF. 
 
In recalling the Working Visit to Japan of Prime Minister Simpson Miller in 2013, I indicated 
that the Prime Minister looked forward to welcoming the Prime Minister of Japan to Jamaica 
in the near future.  
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Site Visit  
 
The meeting also provided an opportunity to observe Japan’s initiatives in advanced 
technology in science and engineering through a visit to the Toyota Science Museum. We 
were informed on progress in renewable energy, energy efficiency, security and 
conservation, as well as the company’s services and projects globally, including its 
programmes and investment approaches in the Caribbean region.  Mention was made of 
the Wind Turbines Power Plant Project in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, through Marubeni 
Corporation. 
 
 
Meeting with the Jamaican Community 
 
I appreciated the arrangements made by our Ambassador to Japan, H.E. Mr. Ricardo 
Allicock for me to meet with Jamaicans and friends of Jamaica in Tokyo. It was a most 
useful and entertaining interaction with our nationals who are contributing to the teaching of 
English Language and the promotion of our tourism, Reggae music, and Jamaican culture 
in Japan. I was also pleased to learn that a number of Jamaicans are very productive in 
other social and economic sectors in Japan. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The CARICOM/Japan Ministerial Meeting provided the opportunity for the strengthening of 
relations with Japan, both at the bilateral and regional levels.  It is my hope that Japan and 
CARICOM, and indeed Jamaica, will benefit from the progress made on the initiatives we 
agreed on in our discussions in Tokyo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade 
25th November 2014 


