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Salutations
 
Mr. Speaker, as I rise to make my presentation, I want to thank the
Almighty for my being here.
To my family who have been the bedrock of my life, my wife Nadine
who is here along with my daughter, Kimberly and Morais who could
not be here, I thank them for their patience and fortitude. You know Mr.
Speaker, many a times the road in political life gets lonely, challenging
and ungrateful and it is at those times one really appreciates what they
truly have, their families; that unit which gives strength, support and
encouragement to continue serving the people.
To my political family, the Constituency of St. Mary Central, my
Constituency Executive Committee, my Councillors and Councillor
Caretakers and my Friends, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank them for their
 continued  confidence in my political stewardship over the many years,
their support and guidance over the many years; my 14th  and my 4th

term.  To my Regional family, Region 2 of the Peoples National Party, I
hail you for your kindness and support and dedication to my Leadership
through the many years.
To the Leader of the Opposition and Party Leader, for the confidence
reposed in me by appointing me to the Spokespersons Council in the
capacity of Opposition Spokesman on Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade, I want to thank her.
To my colleagues in the House, on this side and on the side opposite, I
have come to admire the friendship and respect built up over the years;
and to require of us all to continue to serve our people in the best
possible way.
Mr. Speaker, you have come in for special commendations. I want to
congratulate you on your elevation to the Chair of Speaker and to wish
you well. I know that your steady hand will be there even when there is
opposition coming to your ruling sometimes from quarters close to you.
You know Mr. Speaker, with your having such a long record in this
house; I suspect that this is the best appointment that could be given to
you. I also think you are enjoying this role and will continue to make
this Parliament lively. I also know you will use the position judiciously.
In the last administration, Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity to serve in
the Cabinet as the Minister with responsibility for Housing in the



Ministry of Transport, Works and Housing. I want now as I did then on
leaving that assignment to thank all the public servants who worked with
me over those 4 years and to publicly state, Mr. Speaker that in the main
we have some of the finest public servants who approach their job with
professionalism. Whilst Ministers advance policy positions, they are the
ones who really run this country. Congratulations and thank you.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIPLOMATIC POSTURING
 
Mr. Speaker,
For all nation states, the diplomatic posture that is adopted in their
approach to governance is a signal part of the engine that drives their
development process. In Jamaica's case, there is no difference.
 
And it is widely acknowledged that our country's stance in the
diplomatic arena since our independence in 1962 has not only been
greatly admired, but has received rich kudos from near and far. But even
before then Mr, Speaker you will recall that Jamaica from as early as
1957, the government under the Premiership of Norman Manley as
being the first country in the western hemisphere and second to India in
the world to officially ban trade and travel with the apartheid regime of
South Africa. Too, Mr. Speaker, you will also be reminded of the sterling
efforts in 1963 of then Sen. Hugh Shearer as Deputy Chief of Mission at
the U.N. initiating the movement in the UN  to have the declaration of
1968 as the International  Year of Human Rights. As a country, we have
always supported that which is right and just.
We have never sought to stray from the path of accepted principle, and if
we ever did, surprise has been immediately and publicly expressed.
 
In foreign relations, there is, and cannot be, a PNP way and a JLP way.
There is only a Jamaica way. A vote at the United Nations is not a
political party vote; it is a vote cast on behalf of, and in accordance with,
Jamaica's view of the agenda item.



 
In the world of diplomacy, for Jamaica, there is no place for, and there
can be no accommodation of, partisan posturing. And that's the way it
has to be in our regional, hemispheric and our global dealings and
exchanges.
 
That being the case, in this my first presentation in this Honourable
House as Spokesman on Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, I feel
obliged to give certain undertakings to my colleagues in this Chamber
and to the people of Jamaica.
 
The Peoples National Party Opposition will, from time to time, on behalf
of our people, seek from the Government information and clarification
concerning Jamaica's foreign relations. But we will never attempt to
make any issue into "a you versus me" contest. Partisan political
posturing is inimical to the interests of good diplomatic relations and
practice.
 
No room or opportunity is to be given for it to be perceived, either
internally or within the external environment that we are at loggerheads
in relation to our international relations practice.
 
We pledge also to give full support to our officials who continue to
labour dutifully in the diplomatic vineyard with its widely varied
tentacles stretching across so many divides. And, lest we forget, those
officials who serve in our High Commissions and Embassies across the
globe represent the face of Jamaica wherever they are, and they require
our support as they continue to project Brand Jamaica.
 
They represent the finest that this country has to offer and their
considered analysis and advice is considered valuable in formulating
policy decisions.
In that regard, for example, we will never support or should we allow
anyone here or elsewhere to denigrate the publicly declared efforts of the
foreign ministry on their behalf.
Neither will we support any action by anyone which runs antagonistic to
the kind of message that Jamaica's sterling role in the diplomatic theatre
has sought to project over the years.
 
In our foreign relations, above all others, there is no place for one-
upmanship and self-propulsion. That can only serve to push Jamaica's
interest into the background - the very antithesis of what our diplomatic
efforts are aimed at.
 



We therefore pledge to support and encourage Jamaica's foreign
relations agenda, to push for positive interaction with our international
partners. We intend to be responsible in our efforts on behalf of our
countrymen and women in seeking to enhance the fortunes of Brand
Jamaica.
 
These are the undertakings we give, and more; and pledge to avoid the
missteps of a time in the recent past, which in any event, are recognized
as aberrations and form no part of the principled path that our diplomatic
relations have travelled over these many years.
 
Mr. Speaker, Jamaica has always had a progressive and uplifting foreign
policy. As a country, we have gone where others have feared to tread.
Our foreign relations as indicated above have dwarfed our size as a
country. In November 1972, when friends were few and enemies were
plenty, the government of Jamaica had the foresight to established
diplomatic relations with Peoples Republic of China, recognizing the
one China policy, a relationship which has lasted and cemented over
these many years. We will be reminded too Mr. Speaker, that in the
following month, December, 1972 Cuba was officially recognized with
the establishment of diplomatic relation, a bond which has grown
stronger over the many years. I recount all this Mr. Speaker because the
Prime Minister in his recent Budget presentation made reference to and I
quote “robust trade is a fundamental part of building a sustainable
and prosperous economy. This administration is committed to using
trade as a tool for development and economic growth.”  And further
“our foreign policy, Mr. Speaker, must support our economic and
development policy’.
This statement Mr. Speaker is a true indication of where Jamaica ought
to position its foreign policy; however Mr. Speaker whilst we seek new
foreign partners for trade to be used as a tool for development and
economic growth and craft foreign policy to give effect to this
imperative, we should always as a rule bolster the relationships we have
treasured over the many years. It is in this context, Mr. Speaker; I
question the administration seeming intransigence with the appointments
of the Ambassadors to the United States and China and the High
Commissioner to the U.K. The incumbents were relieved of their posts
within days of the change of administration and Mr. Speaker, 100 days
have elapsed and there is no announcement of who will be our
representative to these three important countries. The majority of our
trade and investment comes from these three trading and investment
partners and there is the opportunity for an even greater expansion of our
relationship. It would be a good sign of confidence and diplomatic
shrewdness Mr. Speaker for the Jamaican government to indicate



without further delay who will be appointed to these critical posts.
 
 
 
BREXIT
History has shown that the external environment is critical to the
sustainable development of states.

This is more pronounced in the case of small island developing states
(SIDS); which number our country, Jamaica, among them.

The effects of the 2008 financial crisis continue to linger. Many
economies around the world are still smaller today than they were before
the 2008 crisis

In April 2016 the IMF downgraded the global growth forecast from
3.4% to 3.2% on the grounds that “the global recovery remains slow,
was fragile, with the risk that persistent low growth can have
damaging effects on the social and political fabric of many countries”.

In its revised growth forecast, the IMF said the following of the EU:
“low investment, high unemployment, and weak balance sheets weigh
on growth, which will remain modest at 1.5% this year and 1.6% next
year”.

That Mr. Speaker was in April, one month before Brexit.

Against most expectations, and against this quite sobering backdrop,
Brexit has become a reality. It has added a layer of complex uncertainty
and risk to an already quite sombre international panorama.

Uncertainties Mr. Speaker, such as avalanche of events, jittery markets
which are reacting to the massive uncertainty generated by BREXIT has
resulted in countries, institutions, and people poorer; one estimate is that
it wiped off US$2 trillion off world markets, the Sterling currency losing
value of 10 percent in a couple of hours and sent shock wave around the
globe.

 
The people of the UK have spoken. They have spoken that they want out
of the Union. According to one commentator, they have taken a swan
dive into a body of water of unknown depth. As a result, it is no
exaggeration to say that the world will never be the same. Europe will
never be the same. The UK will never be the same. Jamaica and
CARICOM will clearly be affected.

And so, quite rightly, Brexit is viewed as a political event of epic
proportions. This is so because it has created complex uncertainties
inside the European Union, which combined, constitutes the world’s



second largest economy, and is a major pole of influence in the world,
including in relation to international peace and security.

Brexit matters also because it has created complex uncertainty in the UK
which is, of itself, the world’s fifth largest economy, a permanent
member of the UN Security Council and a major global player.

Brexit matters to Jamaica and CARICOM because our relations with the
UK and with the EU are critical planks of our external relations, from
both a political and economic point of view.

Brexit matters to Jamaica and CARICOM because the global economy
will be affected by Brexit, and our economic performance relies greatly
on the strength of the global economy to support trade and investment,
to ensure that commodity prices remain competitive, to sustain tourism
flows and remittances, and to fund international development
cooperation initiatives, bilaterally, regionally and at the global level,
including in relation to climate change, international financing for
development, and the SAMOA Pathway for Small Island Developing
States.

The uncertainties revolve around the future of the EU, the future of
Britain, and extend even to the very understanding of integration,
development and free movement as a development paradigm.

After all, the UK will become the first country to ever leave the EU. The
negotiations will be long and arduous. The outcome is uncertain in terms
of winners and losers.

The prospect of contagion and an outbreak of euro-scepticism are
potentially alarming when one considers the original raison d’etre of the
European Union as a project to build peace, trust and cooperation in
Europe, a continent that had been ravaged by wars for centuries.

The prospect of rising nationalism looms with all the potential
consequences that flow from that. Heaven forbid that this become a case
of divorce in haste, repent at leisure.

The special ties between Jamaica and the UK and the huge Jamaican and
Caribbean Diaspora in the UK mean that the fortunes of the UK going
forward will have to be more closely monitored than ever.

It was only September last year that the UK Prime Minister spoke in this
very House and announced the UK pivot back towards the Caribbean.
The UK followed through with funding for infrastructure and other
projects that can be accessed through the Caribbean Development Bank.
He announced that Britain was back in the Caribbean. We welcomed that
then, and we cling to it now.

But equally important is the EU dimension. How will the dynamic of the



EU-ACP, particularly the EU-CARIFORUM relationship change with an
EU without Britain, which is the country with which the vast majority of
CARIFORUM countries have the deepest relations of history and
culture.

Recall that we are on the eve of refashioning the EU-ACP post-Cotonou
2020 relations, with an expanded Europe comprising countries that, for
understandable historical reasons, are less sensitive to the situation of the
Caribbean.

In summary, there is no way that Jamaica and CARICOM will be
immune from the consequences of Brexit. These are issues that cry out
for study and evaluation.

The current 37th Heads of Government meeting Guyana ought to have
this high on the agenda.

It will require Jamaica to examine our assumptions and revise our own
projections in numerous areas.

But neither should we be excluded from the opportunities that might
arise from our special relations with the UK in the reconfigured
geopolitical format.

To this end Mr. Speaker, because of the importance, I am urging that this
House have a consideration of the matter by a joint sitting of the Internal
and External Affairs Committee and the Economy and Production
Committee.

 
 
CARICOM
Mr Speaker, it was with much fanfare that the Prime Minister announced
the CARICOM Review Commission headed by former Prime Minister
Hon. Bruce Golding. The opposition supports this review, in fact Mr.
Speaker, we are of the view that any well thinking entity needs
periodically to assess its operations. Similarly, in CARICOM, Jamaica
has opted to assess its membership in this bloc and to review its
operation. We have no difficulty with the review but as has been said
elsewhere by the Opposition, we would wish as wide a membership to
include academia and to side with an editorial of one of the daily
newspaper with respect to membership and who should appear before it.
What is worrying Mr. Speaker, is the fact that we are only learning of the
membership only yesterday even though the Commission was formally
launched last week having been announced more than one month ago.
What is important however Mr. Speaker and the government has alluded
to this; the Commission has not been set up to take Jamaica out of
CARICOM. The Opposition welcomes such a decision, in fact it is our



view that the arrangements of CARICOM, though imperfect at this stage
is important for the economic and developmental well-being of our
Caribbean people. We have common heritage in the main and many of
our future aspirations are inextricably intertwined.
The Opposition notes that the Commission met yesterday and we wish
for insightful deliberations and a successful outcome.
Having said that however Mr. Speaker, I could not be blind to the
impasse within CARICOM between Jamaica and Trinidad. Yes there
have been repeated calls for the better treatment of Jamaican in the twin
island republic, yes there has been a seemingly high refusal rate of entry
of Jamaicans and yes there have been reports of inhumane treatment of
denied travellers. These are matters for which we seek the intervention
by the Jamaican authorities. As is said in popular Jamaican parlance “We
want justice”. The Opposition is thereby requiring of the Prime Minister
when he deliberates at the ongoing CARICOM Meeting in Guyana to
register Jamaica’s displeasure with the status quo and push for fairer
treatment as well as equity within this economic bloc. We note Mr.
Speaker that discussions have and are taking place with the Trinidadian
authorities but this issue is broader than just between Jamaica and
Trinidad and should be addressed as such.
The Shanique Myrie ruling by the CCJ and its interpretation of the
Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas is clear on the rights of CARICOM
Citizens as it relates to free movements. We now need the Governments
at the CARICOM Heads of Government meetings as well as the Legal
Affairs Committee of CARICOM to ensure that each member state
abide by this ruling so that the interests of our nationals can be
protected.
Twinned to the free movement issue Mr. Speaker is the matter of trade.
There have been increasing calls for the trade arrangements between
Trinidad and Jamaica to be accorded the format dictated by the
CARICOM arrangements of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas. For
too long these complaints have existed and have reached the point of
festering wherein there is a call in in Jamaica to boycott Trinidadian
goods. Many Jamaicans have been saying just that and some further
angered by the denial of Jamaicans at the Trinidad port of entry have
twinned both matters. This state of affairs Mr. Speaker is   phrased
elegantly for the boycotters in a comment by others far away in respect
to a reverse situation; the  President of the European Council in relation
to Brexiters ‘there can be no single market ‘a la carte’’’. There has to be
free movement as well.
The trade issues I submit Mr. Speaker can be resolved by the very rules
which create the arrangements. The final arbiter, Mr. Speaker is the CCJ
in its original jurisdiction. What needs to happen is that our exporter and
manufacturers need to take to the Court any and every infraction of the
trading arrangements for adjudication there.



The Opposition does not support boycotting of goods made in Trinidad
despite the over US$600m trade deficit with our neighbour. Point though
to note Mr. Speaker is that greater than 90% of these imports from
Trinidad are petroleum products. I am of the view that we can always
have a trade deficit with any country which has unique products which
we seek so long as the rules are observed in the game play. Equity must
prevail Mr. Speaker; all countries must abide by the rules which we have
become a party to. Some cannot be allowed to trim these rules to suit
their own purposes.
Having said that Mr. Speaker, what we should seek to do as a country is
to diversify our exports to other members within CARICOM and within
the wider CARIFORUM area along with Cuba, tapping a potential of
over 40 million people,  the aim to achieve an overall trade surplus,
hence in full support of the proposal made by my colleague
spokesperson, the member from SE. St. Ann.
 
VENEZUELA
Mr. Speaker, we continue to laud and commend the government and
people of Venezuela for their tremendous generosity even in the face of
their own adversities. Two things stand out in recent time.
Firstly, the insistence on all the terms of the Petro Caribe Agreement in
spite of plummeting world oil prices. The hosting of the 10th anniversary
summit in Jamaica last year was the occasion used by President Maduro
to restate his counties total commitment to the original principles
enshrined in the agreement.
Secondly, the successful negotiations and settlement of JamaicaÕs debt to
Venezuela. The debt you will be reminded Mr. Speaker was highly
discounted and enabled Jamaica to over perform in its IMF commitment
re Debt: GDP ratio.
We wish to put on record our well wishes to the Venezuela as it grapples
with its own internal challenges at this time.
But Mr. Speaker, almost two week ago, June 23, 2016 to be exact Mr.
Speaker, the OAS Permanent Council Meeting held in Santa Domingo
adopted a position on Venezuela. This position had been further
elaborated in a column in the Observer of June 26, 2016   written by Sir
Ronald Sanders, Ambassador for Antigua and Barbuda as well as the
column in the Gleaner of July 4, 2016 penned by Danny Glover, U. S.
actor and human rights activist who both questioned the decisions
arising out of this meeting.
The Opposition in a release on Monday June 27, 2016 called on the
Government of Jamaica to Òfully explain the stance of the Jamaican
delegation at the meeting and to justify JamaicaÕs vote on the agenda
itemÓ. Mr. Speaker, The significant role and the contribution made to the
stabilisation of Jamaica's economy and that of other regional economies



in recent times by Venezuela remains unquestionable. That, by itself, is
cause enough to call for a full report on the outcome of the meeting.
To this date Mr. Speaker, the Government has remained silent. I again
ask the question?
 
 
 
CUBA
Mr. Speaker, this Parliament has over the many many years consistently
moved resolutions for the removal of the economic blockade against the
Cuban people. Since 1972 as a country, we officially have supported
their right to their own self-determination when we established
diplomatic relations. As a country we have participated in  and on
occasions watched the ever-changing diplomatic initiatives relating to
this very friendly neighbour to the north, only 90 miles away.
In August last year the United States opened the Embassy in Cuba after
a 54 year absence.
In May this year, President Obama made the historic trip to Cuba, a first
since 1928 by an American President.
This signals a significant thawing of relations between the two, a move
that has been welcomed by many including us here in Jamaica. Coupled
with that approval has been given to many U.S. flagged airlines to fly to
Cuba and Americans have been given permission for certain types of
visits to Cuba. Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt that the entire Jamaica
applauded those initiatives, but would want to see more, the full removal
of this embargo which has denied the Cuban people the ability to
contribute to their full development as well as advance cooperation
within the Caribbean arena. Whilst we are mindful that the complete
removal has to be done by an act of the Congress, we take note of the
fact that in the month of April, the U.S. Foreign Affairs Committee
unanimously agreed on a bipartisan bill that seeks to have the
administration give greater priority to the US-Caribbean relationship.
This Bill, Mr. Speaker the United States-Caribbean Strategic
Engagement Act of 2016 among other things requires that the US State
Department and USAID identify US policy priorities towards the
Caribbean as well as seeking to improve diplomatic engagement and the
development of an approach that encourages economic diversification in
the region. According to one of its sponsor, Congressman Engel, his bill
made it clear that US-Caribbean relations were “a major priority”.
We await the outcome of this deliberations but the Opposition notes that
this Bill Mr. Speaker has great implications for the entire Caribbean of
which Cuba is a part and it is our expectations that this will pave the way
for a full Congressional move to lift the economic blockade, If not now
but sometime in the near future.



 
But Mr. Speaker, the bill also has implications for us here in Jamaica and
the wider CARICOM. This Bill seeks to give congressional stamp to
US-Caribbean foreign policy, to make it a priority and although it has no
funding attached to it, is a right step in the right direction. The opening
gives Jamaica and CARICOM now an opportunity to engage the US in a
serious way to present the Caribbean’s case for cooperation and
development. The Opposition calls on the Government to look seriously
in that direction.
 
Diaspora and Diaspora policies
Mr. Speaker, the engagement of our significant Diaspora is to be
continued and enhanced. With a significant Diaspora in the USA, UK
and Canada, it is imperative that we incorporate our citizens in our
combined efforts at our national development.
In the Standing Finance Committee, I asked the question of our Diaspora
Policy which I am advised was completed and was to have been tabled.
We have not had sight of this and hence the Opposition is calling on the
Government to fast track this report to have a definitive policy relating
to our brothers and sisters who reside abroad. This grouping, if
significantly harnessed can and ought to be one of the driving forces in
investment in the economy.
Mr. Speaker, as I close my presentation, I wish to reiterate some of the
important points the Opposition is making.
We have a rich history of diplomatic engagements. We would commit to
work in the interest of the Jamaican people.
The Opposition urges the Government to have our representatives
named in the USA, the UK and China.
We urge that any initiative that we undertake as a country in the
diplomatic arena be one which is fair, principled and one which is right
and just.
We call on the Parliament as we are calling on the Government to
examine the implications of Brexit and to strategize going forward.
We urge also that we ought not gain political mileage and come to regret
our actions over time as has happened in the past.
Our mantra of being right and just has shown foresight and has
vindicated us as a country time and time again.
And finally Mr. Speaker the Opposition pledges to work for the
continued growth and development of our country Jamaica. We intend to
be responsible in our efforts on behalf of our countrymen and women in
seeking to enhance the fortunes of Brand Jamaica.
 
I thank you Mr. Speaker, I thank you Honourable Members.
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