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U

NEMPLOYMENT
IN Jamaica continues to decline, with
the figure at 12.9 per cent as
at July 2016, the lowest
quarterly rate in five years.
This is according to the
latest Labour Force Survey
undertaken by the Statistical
Institute of Jamaica (STATIN).
The rate for the July
quarter was 0.2 per cent
lower than the figure
recorded for January 2015
and 0.8 per cent less than
April 2016.
The Youth Unemployment Rate also saw a
decline of 1.3 per cent to
29.6 per cent.

Director General of the
Planning Institute of
Jamaica (PIOJ), Dr. Wayne

PRIME MINISTER the
Most
Hon.
Andrew
Holness says Jamaica has
transitioned seamlessly
into a new programme
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), signalling a new kind of political maturity in the
nation’s history.
He further noted that
the country, spurred on by
a pattern of fiscal discipline and a structure of
proactive debt management, has now positioned
itself as the number one
place in the region to do
business; a fact which has
not been lost on investors.
The Prime Minister, who
was giving the keynote
address at the commissioning of liquefied natural gas
at the Jamaica Public
Service (JPS) Bogue power
plant in St. James recently,
said with the IMF approving

a new arrangement with
Jamaica, the country is also
well on its way to meeting
its economic projections.
“Prosperity will not
come overnight. However,
with all the confidence we
are seeing in our business
environment and with the
IMF giving us such a
strong vote of confidence,
there is now every reason
to believe that anything is
indeed possible going forward,” he said.
The IMF has agreed to
a new US$1.64 billion
three-year stand-by arrangement for Jamaica.
It is a signal of the
IMF’s continued support
of the Government of
Jamaica’s economic programme and the strengthening of the country’s
macroeconomic framework.
The
stand-by
arrangement will replace

Director General of the
Planning Institute of Jamaica, Dr. Wayne Henry

Henry, said that the total
number of employed persons as at July 2016 stood
at 1,186,900, an increase of
39,400 persons relative to
July 2015.
He said this represents
the highest level of employment ever recorded for a
single month.
The
number
of
employed males increased
by 9,700 to 663,100, and
employed females by
29,700 to 523,800.
Dr. Henry, who was
addressing the quarterly
press briefing at PIOJ’s
offices on November 16,
said the largest increases of

The total number
of employed
persons as at
July 2016 stood
at 1,186,900, an
increase of
39,400 persons
relative
to July 2015.

employment were recorded
in the Wholesale and Retail
of Motor Vehicle and
Equipment industry, as well
as in Construction and
Manufacturing.

PM Says New Arrangement with IMF Shows Political Maturity

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addressing
a Jamaica Public Service celebration held at the Bogue
Power Plant in St. James recently.

the existing Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) which
was scheduled to end in
March 2017.
The stand-by arrangement, as indicated by Prime
Minister Holness, “is an

Port Maria Market to be Reconstructed

THE PORT Maria Market
in St. Mary is to be reconstructed at a cost of
approximately $68 million.
Local Government and
Community Development
Minister, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie, who made the
announcement, said the
new facility will be a twostorey structure that will
accommodate vendors on
the ground floor and commercial enterprises upstairs.

“I am hoping that
the market, when it
is finished, will be
able to do the kind
of things for
the town that the
present
location cannot.”

He indicated that the
project will be financed
through the Equalisation
Fund, administered by the
Ministry.
The Minister was
speaking at a special
stakeholders meeting at
the St. Mary Municipal
Corporation’s offices in
Port Maria on November
15.

Local Government and Community Development
Minister, Hon. Desmond McKenzie (right), and Port
Maria Mayor, Councillor Leevan Freeman (2nd left),
lead a delegation of stakeholders who toured the
Port Maria market in St. Mary on November 15.

insurance policy against
unforeseen economic shocks
that are beyond Jamaica’s
control, and is a dividend
that the country has reaped
as a result of its policy
credibility and discipline.”

Mr. McKenzie said the
project tender document is
being reviewed by the
National Contracts Commission (NCC) and on completion will be submitted to
Cabinet for approval.
“As soon as we have
concluded all of the paperwork, we will commence
because we want this market
to be completed as early as
possible. I am hoping that
the market, when it is finished, will be able to do the
kind of things for the town
that the present location
cannot,” he added.

32 Computers for Edna Manley College

Minister of Science, Energy and
Technology, Dr. the Hon. Andrew
Wheatley (right), looks at one of
the 32 new iMac computers in the
upgraded computer laboratory at
the Edna Manley College of the
Visual and Performing Arts in St.
Andrew, which was officially
reopened on November 15. The
project was undertaken by the
Universal Service Fund at a cost
of $17 million. Principal of the
College, Dr. Nicholeen DeGrasseJohnson (left); and Chief Executive
Officer of the Universal Service
Fund (USF), Suzette Buchanan,
also look on.

$4.92B Airport Upgrade
Coming

THE JAMAICA Civil
Aviation Authority (JCAA)
is undertaking a $4.92billion upgrading project,
aimed at enhancing the
communications, navigation
and surveillance (CNS) systems, responsible for
delivering safe and efficient air traffic management in the country.
The announcement was
made by Transport and
Mining Minister, Hon.
Mike Henry, who also
informed that the project Minister of Transport and
is expected to be com- Mining, Hon. Mike Henry
improve air navigation
pleted by October 2017.
The work will include services, citing the instalthe manufacturing and lation of a new instrument
installation of a new state- landing system (ILS) at
of-the-art air traffic man- Sangster International
agement system, new Airport in Montego Bay.
“The ILS is an aid in
L-Band primary and Mode-S
precision
runway approach
radar technology as well as
the installation of a voice to enhance the quality of
communication and con- Jamaica’s air navigation
services by providing
trol system.
Mr. Henry’s remarks pilots with vertical and
delivered
by horizontal guidance during
were
Chairman of the JCAA, the landing approach,” he
Phillip Henriques, at the informed.
Other improvements
opening of a new Air
include
the installation of
Traffic Tower (ATT) at
the Norman Manley Inter- a new state-of-the-art Air
national Airport (NMIA) in Traffic Control (ATC) room
Kingston on November 17. console at the Kingston ATC
He stated that the Centre and at the JCAA’s
JCAA has already under- Civil Aviation Authority
taken several measures to Training Institute.

$2.5B Port Development in
Montego Bay Back on Track
PORT AUTHORITY of
Jamaica (PAJ), Chairman,
Professor Gordon Shirley,
says the construction phase
of the $2.5 billion master
plan for the development
of the port of Montego
Bay is back on track.

The PAJ plans to
increase the port’s
capacity to
accommodate two
dedicated cruise
berths, one for
accommodating
containerised and
bulk cargo, and the
other for handling
fuels.

Professor
Shirley
explained that the PAJ,
placed the port development plans on hold to
facilitate the construction
of the Liquefied Natural
Gas (LNG) terminal at the
Montego Bay port by New
Fortress Energy.

Chairman of the Port
Authority of Jamaica,
Professor Gordon Shirley

He was speaking at the
recent commissioning of
LNG plant at the Jamaica
Public Service (JPS) Bogue
power plant in St. James.
The Chairman said in
addition to the construction
of new cruise terminal
buildings and ground transportation staging areas, the
master plan also includes
modification to the container freight station,
paving of expanded cargostorage areas, installation of
new reefer storage facilities,
and improved lighting.
He added that the PAJ
plans to increase the port’s
capacity to accommodate
two dedicated cruise berths,
one for accommodating
containerised and bulk
cargo, and the other for
handling fuels.
“On completion, it will
give the port the flexibility
to handle multiple vessels
simultaneously and the
capacity to process an
expanded range of cargo
to facilitate the growth
of western Jamaica,”
Professor Shirley
said.
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