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S

OME 15,000 apprenticeship jobs have
been identified under
the Government’s Housing,
Opportunity, Production
and Employment (HOPE)
programme, which will
provide educational and
job opportunities for young
people aged 18 to 24.
Opportunities have
already been identified in
document management and
digitising; environmental
management; geographic
information systems; infrastructure and construction;
registration, verification and
auditing; hospitality; and
national service enlistment
in the Jamaica Defence
Force (JDF).
Approximately 300
youth have been shortlisted
to work under the National
Water Commission’s Non-

He said liaison officers
within the Ministries had
been tasked with identifying
programmes of work for
submission to the National
Coordinator.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left)
with Head of the Housing, Opportunity, Production and
Employment (HOPE) programme, Lieutenant Colonel
Martin Rickman, during the official launch of the initiative
on May 8 at the Office of the Prime Minister.

Revenue Water Reduction
Programme, with an additional 20 to be deployed to the
Jamaica Information Service.
The initiative was formally launched on May 8 by
Prime Minister the Most Hon.

Andrew Holness at the
Office of the Prime Minister.
In his remarks, Mr.
Holness said the entire
Government service would
be surveyed to identify
additional opportunities.

project that underscores
the respect “we must have
for institutions central to
the work undertaken by
the men and women who
serve to protect us daily.”
Some 18 other police
stations across the island will
also benefit from restoration
works.

Minister of Culture, Gender,
Entertainment and Sport,
Hon. Olivia Grange

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
says as the Government pursues initiatives to improve
citizen security and safety,
partnership with the private security industry will be
a critical part of the process.
He said the private
security sector is an
essential component of
the national security framework, serving as sensors
that can detect criminal
activity and threats, while
providing vital support
for state security.
The Prime Minister
was addressing the Guardsman Group’s Security
Forum at the Knutsford
Court Hotel in New
Kingston on May 11.
He said the concept of
public security is complex
and multi-dimensional,
requiring “cross-ministerial
and cross-sectoral inclusion

of the structure. But, as
you can appreciate, restoration of the Ward will
take much more than the
work that we can physically
undertake on Labour Day
itself,” Ms. Grange said.
She added that restoration, over time, will include
renovation of changing
rooms; retrofitting of the
seating within the theatre;
electrical and plumbing
works; and installation of
air-conditioning units.
Regarding the Central
Police Station, Ms. Grange
said this is a necessary

Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance and the
Public Service, Hon. Fayval Williams

“Tax revenues,
overall, for
fiscal year
2016/17
outperformed
the budget by
three per cent,
the best in
more than four
years.”

Mrs. Williams said last
year’s out-turn was driven
by stronger tax revenue

Pre-Shipment Inspection of Motor Vehicles Begins July 1

THE GOVERNMENT’S
proposed motor vehicle
pre-shipment inspection
programme is slated for
implementation on July 1,
2017.
It aims to provide a
transparent motor vehicle
importation policy that
safeguards consumers.
Industry, Commerce,
Agriculture and Fisheries
Minister, Hon. Karl Samuda,
says there are discrepancies
that have “adversely affected”

several purchasers in recent
years as it relates to the
model year of vehicles
being older than supporting
documentation, and tampered odometers.
The Minister was making
his 2017/18 Sectoral Debate
presentation on the theme
‘Advancing Sustainable
Growth’, in the House of
Representatives on May 9.
Mr. Samuda said the
inspection programme,
which would be one

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right)
in discussion with Executive Chairman, Guards-man
Group, Kenneth Benjamin, during a security forum
organised by Guardsman Group at the Knutsford
Court Hotel in New Kingston on May 11.

for long-term and meaningful solutions.”
He said there will
continue to be dialogue
among various partners to
develop counter-terrorism
and national contingency
plans.
Prime Minister said
that one way in which

PM Appeals to Motorists to Slow Down

Primary Surplus for 2016/17 Surpassed Target

THE GOVERNMENT is
reporting that the primary
surplus out-turn for the
2016/17 fiscal year surpassed the target by $12.8
billion.
State Minister in the
Ministry of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Fayval Williams, says the
figure stood at $135.9 billion, which was 0.7 per cent
above the minimum seven
per cent target for the period.
She was making her
contribution to the 2017/18
Sectoral Debate in the
House of Representatives
on May 9.

opment and into employment…that is beneficial
for the people of the
country and beneficial in
improving the efficiency
of Government.”

Partnership With Private Security Industry
Critical – PM

Focus on Local And National Monuments
for Labour Day

SAFEGUARDING
LOCAL and national
monuments will be the
focus of activities for
Labour Day 2017, which
will be observed under the
theme ‘Restore… Preserve…
Beautify’.
Labour Day will be
observed on Tuesday, May
23, with emphasis on two
national projects – the
Ward Theatre and the
Central Police Station in
Kingston.
In her address at the
official launch at Jamaica
House on May 9, Minister
of
Culture,
Gender,
Entertainment and Sport,
Hon. Olivia Grange, said
the Ward Theatre has been
an edifice of significant
value to the cultural landscape of Kingston.
She noted that the
Ministry will be working
closely with the Kingston
and St. Andrew Municipal
Corporation to see to the
start-up of restoration
work at the Ward.
“On May 23, we will
have a massive undertaking at the site to begin well
needed work on the façade

The Prime Minister
emphasised that the focus
was “getting our unattached
youngsters into some form
of training, life skill and
character education devel-

such dialogue can be
streamlined and networks
established is through the
setting up of a National
Risk Registry (NRR).
The NRR will conduct
National Risk Assessments
(NRA) and be the primary
medium of national risk
management in Government.

Prime Minister the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness (centre) with an
Open Letter, to which his signature
is affixed. It urges action on
reducing and enforcing traffic
speeds to a level safe for children
in Jamaica, as well as prioritising
low speed zones in residential
areas and near schools. The
Prime Minister signed the Open
Letter during a #SlowDown event
hosted at his office on May 10.
Also pictured at fourth left is
United Nations (UN) Special Envoy
for Road Safety, Jean Todt, while
at third right is Ambassador, Global
Initiative for Child Health and
Mobility, Zoleka Mandela. Students
from Mona Heights Primary (from
left) are Rayanna Clarke, Shanoy
Smellie, Ashantea Davy, Kindah
Jonas, and Anna-Lise Daley.

inflows and expenditure
containment.
“Of note, we got to the
7.7 per cent primary surplus, not by cutting capital
expenditure. In fact, actual
capital expenditure of $42
billion was approximately
22 per cent higher than the
$32.7 billion for fiscal year
2015/16, and represented
roughly 2.4 per cent of
gross domestic product
(GDP), versus 1.9 per cent
the previous year,” she
pointed out.
Additionally,
Mrs.
Williams said phased implementation of the revised

aspect of the existing
Motor Vehicle Import
Policy, entailed a due
diligence exercise based
on specific criteria.
These include the
vehicle’s history; age limit
conformity (model year);
roadworthiness; radioactive
contamination; and odometer reading.
The benefits to be
derived, the Minister outIndustry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries Minister,
lined, include raising the Hon.
Karl Samuda, addressing a post Sectoral Press
standard of the national briefing at the Ministry’s New Kingston offices on May 10.

personal income tax
threshold, which saw the
figure increasing from
$592,800 to $1,000,272 in
July 2016, was also pivotal
in generating the revenues
underpinning the impressive primary surplus outturn.
“Tax revenues, overall, for fiscal year 2016/17
outperformed the budget
by three per cent, the best
in more than four years.
Pay As You Earn (PAYE)
personal income tax also
outperformed the budget
by five per cent, or $3.1
billion,” she indicated.
fleet; improved road safety;
prevention of undervalued
vehicle invoices and stolen
automobiles entering Jamaica;
odometer and documentation fraud; detection of
radioactive contamination
of vehicles; and minimising
the risks of pests and diseases being imported.

ADVT.

