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RIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says that
the National Housing Trust
(NHT) must increase the
pace of the delivery of
housing solutions.
Speaking in Westmoreland at the ground
breaking for two housing
developments, Darliston
and Masemure Phase 2,
recently, Mr. Holness said
the Trust must do more to
execute the planned housing
projects.
“Jamaica’s problem is
not ideas. We produce
some of the brightest people in the world. Jamaica’s
problem is implementation.

Getting things done, that is
where we have the greatest
deficit,” Prime Minister
Holness said.

THE GOVERNMENT is
procuring equipment for
the establishment of the
National Deoxyribonucleic
Acid (DNA) Register.
Minister of National
Security, Hon. Robert
Montague, said that the
equipment is expected to
arrive in the island in
approximately six weeks.
“(We are) about to sign
off on a purchase order for
some US$146,000 for the
equipment and do training
so that we can establish
our DNA Register,” he
indicated.
He informed that by
the time the pieces of
equipment arrive in the
island, the Parliament
should have passed the
accompanying regulations
for the DNA Evidence Act
“so that we can begin populating the DNA Register.”

The National DNA
Register will be pivotal in
forensic investigations by
the police.
The DNA Evidence
Act, which was passed by
both Houses of Parliament in
2015, is critical in the
Government’s fight against
crime.
It stipulates the compulsory extraction of DNA
samples from suspects and
convicted persons; outlines the protocol for collecting, retaining and preserving these, as well as the
retention or destruction of
DNA profiles; and outlines
penalties for breaches of the
Act.
Minister Montague was
speaking at the handing
over of a BULLETTRAX3D system to the Institute
of Forensic Science and
Legal Medicine at the insti-

He stated that informal
settlements have drastically
affected Jamaica’s development, and orderly development is important to our
growth as a country.

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness

“Jamaica’s
problem is not
ideas, we
produce some
of the brightest
people in the
world.”

“When you buy your
residential house you must
be able to live and secure
the value of that property to

pass on to your children. I
have given direct instructions
to the NHT that these houses,
when they are sold, must be
sold with specific covenants
on the lots and the NHT
must take a proactive role
in ensuring that the lots remain
as they were sold and faithful to the covenants applied
to the titles,” he said.
The Government is on
target to deliver approximately 3,075 housing solutions before the end of the
financial year.
Approximately six developments, yielding 1,499
housing solutions, are to
be built in Westmoreland
over the next four years.

Gov’t Procuring Equipment for DNA Register

tute’s facility on Hope
Boulevard, St. Andrew on
March 14.
The system captures
high resolution images of a

Minister of State in the Ministry of National Security,
Senator the Hon. Pearnel Charles Jr

The second phase, to be
implemented in 2018, will
include parent engagement and training, and
staff capacity building.
Several activities will
be undertaken this year
under the first phase of the
programme.

FINANCE AND the
Public Service Minister,
Hon. Audley Shaw, says
the Government, in drafting
the $715.6 billion Budget
for the 2017/18 fiscal
year, has taken major
steps to safeguard the
welfare of vulnerable
citizens.
This, he said, is evident
in the improved benefits
under the Programme of
Advancement Through
Health and Education
(PATH) for which the Administration has increased the
allocation by $3.68 billion.
He noted that the programme’s budget now
stands at $11.7 billion,
representing a 47 per cent
increase. “By any standard
of measurement, that’s a
significant increase of our
social safety net,” he said.
Minister Shaw was
speaking at the March 13
post-Budget media briefing

at the Ministry’s offices
in Kingston.
He noted that the
PATH school-feeding programme is also being
expanded by increasing
the expenditure and the
number of days on which
lunch is provided to student beneficiaries.
Mr. Shaw indicated
during his opening Budget presentation on
March 9 that the allocation for the programme
has increased by $1.75
billion to $4.75 billion.
Other improvements
in the social safety net
benefits include an additional $1.9 billion for the
PATH Conditional Cash
Grants, representing a 40
per cent increase.
This additional sum
will enable the Labour and
Social Security Ministry
to increase grants to beneficiaries by 30 per cent,
effective April 1.

Minister of National Security, Hon. Robert Montague
(right), in discussion with Executive Director, Institute
of Forensic Science and Legal Medicine, Dr. Judith
Mowatt.

Youth Rehabilitation Programme
to be Implemented

THE
GOVERNMENT
will, this year, implement
the ‘We Transform Youth
Empowerment and Rehabilitation Programme’, which
is aimed at rehabilitating
youth offenders and highrisk young people in correctional institutions.
Speaking at a JIS
Think Tank on March 15,
Minister of State in the
Ministry of National Security, Senator the Hon.
Pearnel Charles Jr, said the
initiative is designed to
reduce reoffending and
equip young people in
correctional care with the
requisite skills, attitude
and character to become
productive law-abiding
citizens.
The programme will
be implemented by the
Department of Correctional
Services in all four juvenile
centres across the island
and will target children
aged 12 to 17.
He informed that the
programme has five pillars, which will be implemented in two phases.
The first three pillars
will be rolled out this year
as a part of phase one.
These comprise the
Application of the Learning
by Doing Technique, which
will engage the youth
offenders in innovation
training; the Mentorship and
Internship/Job Placement
initiative; and an annual
competition and exposition,
which showcases the youth’s
talents and vocational skills.

Provisions in Budget for
Vulnerable Persons – Shaw

These include a media
launch scheduled for June 22;
a Competition/Exposition Day
on July 28; a Mentorship
Day for boys and girls on
November 4 and 25, respectively; and partnership in
the staging of ‘Jamaica 55’
celebrations.
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Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw (left), shares a light moment with
Chairman of the Development Bank of Jamaica (DBJ),
Christopher Zacca, during a function held at the
Jamaica Pegasus hotel on March 15.

National Action Plan to Eliminate GenderBased Violence Finalised

THE GOVERNMENT has
finalised a National Strategic Action Plan to eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in Jamaica,
particularly against women
and girls.
This was announced
by Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport Minister,
Hon. Olivia Grange, who
said the plan will be
sent to Cabinet for consideration.
She made the announcement at a function held
recently at the Faith
Cathedral
Deliverance
Centre, 104 Waltham Park
Road, Kingston.
Ms. Grange said the
plan provides for an integrated multi-sectoral and

structural approach to
addressing the key issues
and challenges of genderbased violence relating to
victims, perpetrators and
witnesses of acts of violence, through social
inclusion and partnership.
“We are committed to
assuring our women and
girls that we will take
appropriate action to provide the most practical and
cost effective response;
and, of course, this will
also apply to violence
against males,” she said.
Ms. Grange said the
church has a role to play in
“ensuring that our homes
are not battlefields, but
safe havens.”

Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport Minister,
Hon. Olivia Grange

She stated that the
church can provide support by organising GBV
sensitisation and awareness sessions, promoting
responsible leadership and
support groups.

Free Access to all
Government Websites

Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Dr.
the Hon. Andrew Wheatley (centre), along with representatives from telecommunications companies
Digicel and Flow, sign an agreement that will allow
free access to all government websites. The representatives (seated from left) are Legal and
Regulatory Director, Digicel, Maia Wilson; and Vice
President, Legal and Regulatory, Flow, Rochelle
Cameron. The signing took place during a ceremony
at th Ministry’s Trafalgar Road offices on March 15.
Overseeing the proceedings is Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry, Hilary Alexander.

ADVT.

