
Government to Streamline Waste
Management System by December
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PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the

Government is to streamline
its waste management sys-
tem by December this year.
      “I’m hoping that before
the year is out, we will start
on a programme of having a
total transformation on how
we collect and manage
waste in Jamaica,” he said.
      The Prime Minister was
speaking at the LASCO Releaf
Environmental Awareness
Programme (REAP) awards
ceremony at the Jamaica
Pegasus Hotel in New
Kingston on June 7.
      Mr. Holness said he
also expects that the con-
sultant, who is reviewing
Jamaica’s waste-management
options, will submit a report
on the findings soon, which
should further guide the
Government on the way for-
ward.

      The Administration is also
being guided by an enterprise
team that was commissioned
last year to examine waste
disposal in Jamaica, in a bid

to improve its collection and
management. The team is
also tasked with managing
the Government’s proposed
waste-to-energy programme.

      Citing the devastation
caused by the recent flood
rains, which was exacerbated
by blocked drains, the Prime
Minister stressed that effec-

tively managing the country’s
waste is pivotal to the pre-
vention of such disasters and
protecting the environment.
      “We must take greater
care and responsibility for
how we treat our environ-

ment… Our actions have a
direct impact on our envi-
ronment. It also has a direct
impact on our safety and
security, especially when it
comes to severe weather
events,” he said.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd right); Director, LASCO Releaf
Environmental Awareness Programme (REAP), Stephen Newland (2nd left); and
Founder and Executive Chairman of the LASCO Affiliated Companies, Lascelles
Chin (right), with students during the LASCO REAP awards ceremony, held at the
Jamaica Pegasus Hotel on June 7. The students had presented the Prime Minister
with Jamaican mahogany and Blue Mahoe plants.

CABINET HAS approved
contracts valued at approx-
imately $1.36 billion to
carry out infrastructure
works for housing projects
in Clarendon.
      These are the Sevens
and Longville Park housing
developments and Mony-
musk Country Estate.
      Education, Youth and
Information Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, made the disclosure
on June 7 at a post-Cabinet
media briefing at Jamaica
House.
      He informed that a
contract in the sum of
$788,117,622.47 has been
awarded to Build-Rite
Construction Company
Limited to carry out civil
infrastructure works at the
Sevens housing development
in Bird’s Hill, Clarendon.
      Surrey Paving and
Aggregate Company Lim-
ited has been awarded a
$288,369,785.65 contract
to undertake similar work
on phase 2a of the Long-
ville Park housing develop-
ment, while Asphaltic Con-

crete Enterprise Limitedwill
carry out civil infrastructure
works at Monymusk Country
Estate in the amount of
$281, 331,512.10.
      Meanwhile, Senator
Reid told journalists that
Cabinet also approved a
Special Benefits Order to
the Estuary housing develop-
ment in Friendship, St. James,
effective December 20, 2016.
      This, he explained,
will facilitate the allocation
of 170 housing solutions to
contributors who meet the
National Housing Trust’s
qualification criteria.

Cabinet Approves $1.36B for
Works on Housing Project

A DIASPORA Market-
place will be part of the
Jamaica 55 Diaspora
Conference scheduled to
take place at the Jamaica
Conference Centre, down-
town Kingston, from July 23
to 27.
      Chairman of the Jamaica
Diaspora Conference 2017,
Earl Jarrett, said the mar-
ketplace, which will operate
for the duration of the con-
ference, will provide for
active business interactions.
      “We will literally have
a great marketplace where
local providers, Govern-
ment and private sector can
offer their products and
services,” he said, while
addressing a JIS Think
Tank on June 6. 
      He said there is already
a 70 per cent take-up of
booths, with several sponsors
of the conference having
booked spaces.

      He stated that a number
of Government agencies
will also be providing
information and offering
fast-tracked services. These
include the Registrar General’s
Department, National Land
Agency, Jamaica Customs

Agency, Passport, Immigration
and Citizenship Agency,
Administrator General’s
Department, National Housing
Trust and Tax Administration
Jamaica.
      Mr. Jarrett said space
will also be created for micro,

small and medium-sized
enterprises to showcase and
sell their products and services.
      Business operators inter-
ested in setting up booths
at the Diaspora Marketplace
can contact the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, 21
Dominica Drive in New
Kingston or email their
requests to dca@mfaft.gov. jm
or lisa.ogilvie@caribbean
eventsgroup.com or visit
mfaft.gov.jm/conference. 

Diaspora Marketplace to Showcase Local Products and Services

Chairman of the Jamaica 55 Diaspora Conference, Earl
Jarrett, addresses a JIS Think Tank held on June 6, at the
agency’s head office in Kingston.

June is Road Safety Month
JUNE IS being observed
as Road Safety Awareness
Month under the theme
‘Road Safety For Life’. 
      Activities during the
month will focus heavily
on the most vulnerable
road users, such as chil-
dren, the elderly, motor-
cyclists and pedestrians.  
      Director of the Road
Safety Unit in the Min-
istry of Transport and
Mining, Kenute Hare, told
JIS News that statistics
reveal that the majority of
road traffic deaths are
among persons in these
groups. 
      He said the Unit will
also be giving attention to
drivers in the 20-29 age
group. He noted that more
than 40 of the persons
killed since the start of

the year are in that age
cohort, which is cause for
concern. 
      “We will be targeting
the males in that age
group through our On the

Road Safety Outreach
Programme, because 50
per cent of the males who
have been killed in road
crashes are between the
ages of 20 and 29,” he
told JIS News. 
      Mr. Hare said that
during the month, personnel
from the Road Safety
Unit will provide safety
tips to motorists along
major corridors. He said
the team will be assisted
by the police.
      Other activities for
Road Safety Awareness
Month include the staging
of the Jamaica Driver
Safety Conference on
June 24 at the Ranny
Williams Entertainment
Centre on Hope Road, St.
Andrew.

JSIF Opens $45.3M Basic School in Kingston 
STUDENTS AND teachers
of the St. Paul’s United
Church Early Childhood
Institution now have access
to modern facilities, fol-
lowing a $45.3 million
rebuilding project carried
out by the Jamaica Social
Investment Fund (JSIF).
      Implemented under
the European Union (EU)-
funded Poverty Reduction
Programme, the project
included construction of a
four-classroom block, kitchen

and eating area, sickbay,
bathrooms, principal’s
office, storage area, a
paved parking lot, ramps
for wheelchair access, and
chain-link perimeter fence.
      Additionally, the school
was furnished with appro-
priate desks and chairs
for students and teachers,
cupboards and cabinets,
kitchen appliances and
safety equipment. 
      The project, which
was carried out over the

period October 2015 to
July 2016, replaces the
original structure, built in
1980, but which was
demolished in 2010 due
to heavy termite infestation
and the need for complete
electrical rewiring.
      Managing Director of
JSIF, Omar Sweeney, in
his address at the official
opening ceremony held
on June 7 at the institution’s
Lockett Avenue address in
Kingston, said the agency
remains committed to the
continued development
of the early childhood
education sector. 
      He explained that since
the entity’s inception in
1996, it has spent close to
$4 billion on the con-
struction and upgrading
of institutions across the
island. 
      “We have done this
through partnerships with
financial donors like the
EU, which has been a
partner with the Gov-
ernment of Jamaica for
the last 40 years and with
JSIF since 2003. I look
forward to seeing this
school grow from strength
to strength,” he said.

Managing Director of the Jamaica Social Investment
Fund (JSIF), Omar Sweeney (left), admires a model fire
station during a walk-through of the reconstructed St.
Paul Early Childhood Institution in Kingston on June 7.
Head of Operations for the EU Delegation to Jamaica,
Achim Schaffert (centre); widow of founder of the
school, Viola Gibson, and students of the school, also
look on.

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck (left), examines a copy of the Legislative
Drafting Manual, which will significantly improve the way in which the country’s laws
are drafted. Others from 2nd left are, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry, Carol
Palmer; High Commissioner of Canada to Jamaica, His Excellency Sylvain Fabi,
and Chief Justice, the Hon. Mrs. Justice Zaila McCalla. The manual was presented
during a ceremony on June 8 at the Ministry’s offices in Kingston.

Education, Youth and Infor-
mation Minister, Senator
the Hon. Ruel Reid   

Director of the Road
Safety Unit in the Ministry
of Transport and Mining,
Kenute Hare, addresses
a recent JIS Think Tank.  

Justice Minister Receives Legislative Drafting Manual
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