House Passes Bill to Establish
Jamaica National Service Corps
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A

BILL SEEKING
to establish the
Jamaica National
Service Corps (JNSC)
within the Jamaica Defence
Force (JDF), was passed in
the House of Representatives on April 12.
Closing the debate on
the Defence (Amendment)
Act, Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
reiterated that it was not the
intention of the Bill to lower
the recruiting requirement
for the army, as those standards will be maintained.
“What we are doing is
to create another arm of the
army. In the same way you
have the various regiments,
you have the reserves and
now the national service
corps,” Mr. Holness said.
He noted that this will
now become the route
through which persons
become enlisted in the army.

“So, you will join the
National Service Corps and
spend one year within the
corps and after that, you
can choose whether or not
you will sign a longer term
contract with the army.

Those who choose not to
go on, become available to
the wider society and it would
be a good recruiting ground
for the police and the various emergency services,”
Mr. Holness explained.

JAMAICA IS among four
Caribbean countries that
will benefit from the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency’s (JICA) implementation of a J$348.9 million grant-funded energy efficiency project in the region.
The three-year technical
cooperation project will

strengthen the Government’s
efforts to boost the country’s
renewable energy generation
capacity
while
enhancing energy efficiency.
Similar support is also
being
provided
to
Barbados, St. Kitts and
Nevis, and Trinidad and
Tobago.

The project is being
implemented in Jamaica in
two phases and will be
spearheaded by the Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica
(PCJ).
At the signing ceremony
at the Ministry of Finance
and the Public Service in
Kingston on April 12, portfolio Minister, Hon. Audley
Shaw, said the project’s
implementation is timely,
coming at a point “when
efforts are being made by
the Government of Jamaica
to diversify its energy mix
and reduce its dependence
on imported fossil fuel.
“This is particularly
important to the overall
economic development of
the country, as it will help
to stabilise energy costs,
reduce the impact of fossil
fuel emissions on the environment and support a progressive developmental framework by freeing up resources
for redistribution into other
key areas,” he noted.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness

The JNSC will target
youth aged 18-23 and will
create an avenue for young
people to be fully empowered
through national service.
This new recruitment window
will result in the recruitment
of approximately 700 young
people, who will bring the
JDF’s annual intake up to
1,000.
Prime Minister Holness
said for persons who do not
meet the enrolment requirements, there are other programmes, such as the
Citizen Security and Justice
Programme (CSJP) skills
training initiative, to benefit
them.
“We are going to augment those, so that those
persons who apply but do
not make the enlistment
standard … can apply to
these programmes and be
brought up to the standard,” he said.

Jamaica to Benefit From Japan-Funded Energy Project

Finance and Public Service Minister, Hon. Audley
Shaw (left), greets Japan’s Ambassador to Jamaica,
His Excellency Masanori Nakano, at a signing ceremony held at the Ministry’s National Heroes’ Circle
offices on April 12.

Work Advanced to Develop Public Sector
Compensation Policy

MINISTER OF State in
the Ministry of Finance
and the Public Service,
Hon. Rudyard Spencer,
says the Ministry is far
advanced in its work to
review current practices
regarding public-sector
compensation and develop
a Compensation Policy.

“The new division
equips the Ministry
with expertise
in creating and
maintaining
efficiency in
service across the
public sector.”

Mr. Spencer, who was
making his Sectoral Debate
presentation in the House
of Representatives on
April 11, said the process
will be instrumental in
informing the Government’s
medium-term wage policy,
which is consistent with
the legislated wage ceiling.
He said that a submission is being prepared to
be discussed at Cabinet
shortly.
The State Minister, in
his presentation, reiterated

the Government’s commitment to transforming the
public sector into an efficient and productive workforce.
He noted that the work
of the newly established
Strategic Human Resource
Management Division is well
under way in this regard.
“The new division
equips the Ministry with
expertise in creating and
maintaining efficiency in
service across the public
sector,” he noted.
He informed that work
had commenced during the
previous financial year on
the development of a Capacity Enhancement Strategy
and Plan for all human
resource management units
across Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs).
“This is in accordance
with the Public Sector
Efficiency
Programme
(PSEP) agreement that
was signed between the
Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) and the
Government in February
2014,” he said.

Minister of State in the
Ministry of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Rudyard Spencer

The project will, among
other things, provide for
the training of key local
personnel involved in
implementing the Government’s energy programme, a
part of which will be conducted by a team of consultants slated to arrive in
the island within three
months.

JUTC Contemplates Using
LNG
A PROPOSAL is being
finalised for the Jamaica
Urban Transit Company
(JUTC) to manage a pilot
project to determine the
feasibility of transforming
the publicly owned bus
service to a liquefied natural gas (LNG) fuel platform.
This was disclosed
by Transport and Mining
Minister, Hon. Mike Henry,
during his contribution to
the 2017/18 Sectoral Debate
presentation in the House of
Representatives on April 12.
He said the pilot project is to be rolled out at
the Montego Bay Metro
Bus Company in St. James,
through technical guidance from New Fortress
Energy.
“Success with the
project could see the overall
publicly operated bus
service being gradually
switched to LNG, with
both efficiency and environmental impact being
foremost in mind,” he stated.
Mr. Henry said LNG
was a much cleaner fuel
than diesel oil, and a better
option from an economic
and environmental standpoint.

Transport and Mining
Minister, Hon. Mike Henry

The JUTC will also
undertake a separate pilot
project involving one of
its depots which has been
selected for a study on
combining diesel oil with
compressed natural gas
(CNG).
With projected fuel
savings of 25 per cent, the
project is also expected to
come with the additional
benefit of removing the
unpleasant black soot
emissions from some of
the buses.
The initiative is to be
undertaken in tandem
with the Petroleum
Corporation of Jamaica
(PCJ) and a Venezuelan
company.

MSMEs to Benefit from JBDC Initiative
SPECIFICALLY SELECTED entrepreneurs within
the micro, small and mediumsized enterprise (MSME)
sector are to benefit from
continued development support under Phase 2 of the
Jamaica Business Development Corporation’s (JBDC)
Mobile Business Clinic
Initiative (MBCI).
The new phase of the
initiative was officially
launched on April 12 during
a ceremony to unveil the
JBDC’s 2017 programmes,
at the Terra Nova All-Suite
Hotel in St. Andrew.
To be executed in six
regions island wide, and
staged under the theme
‘Converting Capacity to
Currency’, the next series of
clinics will focus primarily
on high-growth potential
entrepreneurs within the
MSME sector, who will be
specially invited to attend
the sessions.
The first clinic, which
is slated to be held in May
in Manchester, will target
MSMEs from Manchester
and St. Elizabeth. Some of
the areas to be covered
include: financial literacy,

Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. Karl Samuda (right), is welcomed by
Chief Executive Officer of the Jamaica Business
Development Corporation (JBDC), Valerie Veira,
upon his arrival at the Terra Nova All-Suite Hotel in
St. Andrew on April 12.

small business law, youth
entrepreneurship, familyowned businesses, trade
policy, value chain management and new business
opportunities.
Minister of Industry,
Commerce, Agriculture
and Fisheries, Hon. Karl
Samuda, in his greetings at
the event, commended the
JBDC for its continued
work to transform the small

business sector, through
the business clinics and
other initiatives.
The Minister noted that
the guidance prospective
young players in the small
business sector have received
from the agency has helped
to ensure their success.
Under Phase 1 of the
MBCI, the agency was able
to reach 2,400 MSMEs
island wide.

Residents Receive Mosquito Nets and Container Lids

Local Government and Community Development Minister,
Hon. Desmond McKenzie (right);
and Managing Director of the
Jamaica Social Investment
Fund (JSIF), Omar Sweeney
(2nd left), cover a water storage container with one of the
specialised lid covers, which will
be distributed to communities
under JSIF’s SUPER 18 Zik-V
Project. Looking on is Director
of the Environmental Health
Services in the Ministry of
Health, Everton Baker. Occasion
was the distribution of mosquito
nets and lid covers to residents
in West Kingston on April 11
at the Tivoli Gardens
Community Centre.
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