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MINISTER OFEdu-
cation, Youth and
I n f o r m a t i o n ,

Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid,
says he is satisfied with the
state of readiness for the
2016/17 academic year, which
begins today, September 5.
      “We are convinced that
all is in place for us to have
a very successful year,” he said.
      The Education Minister
was speaking at a back-to-
school press conference at
the Ministry’s Heroes Circle
offices on August 31.
      Senator Reid said the
distribution of furniture has
commenced and the process
will be completed by the
last week of September.
More than 35,000 pieces of
furniture will be procured.
      The Government has
also spent $800 million to
purchase textbooks for the
2016/17 academic year. The
delivery of books to schools
has started and will be com-
pleted by September 30, 2016.

      More than 130,000 of
the earlychildhood cohort
will be provided with break-
fast and lunch, while other
schools will receive money
to prepare lunches at school.
      Meanwhile, the Edu-
cation Minister said the
Government will provide an

additional $600 million in
tuition to secondary schools
during the second week of
September.
      This represents the
second tranche of the $3.9
billion in increased tuition
support to schools for the
2016/17 academic year,

following the Government’s
decision to abolish auxiliary
fees at the secondary level.
      In June, the first payment
of more than $1.4 billion
was disbursed, enabling
the early preparation by
schools for the new academic
year. The Government is pro-
viding $5.3 billion to institu-
tions for school operations.
This is separate from the
commitment for the payment
of academic and support
staff
      Senator Reid said the
payment of the third tranche
will be received before
December.
      The Minister informed
that primary schools have
received their first term
grants and maintenance
payments. The maintenance
grants for these institutions
have been increased by 90
per cent.
      Some $460 million will
be provided to primary
schools this academic year.

NHF Increases Drug  Subsidy
for Children

All in Place for New School Year

THE JAMAICA House
Fellowship Programme
has started its selection
process after receiving a
total of 129 applications. 
      Mrs. Jacqueline Lynch-
Stewart, Chief Technical
Director in the Office of
the Prime Minister, explained
that due to the overwhelming
response the selection
process has been extended
and will be finalised by
mid-October.  
      “We are seeing a high
calibre of applicants, both
overseas and local, who
have been outstanding in
their respective fields and
communities. We want to
ensure that the most excep-
tional applicants are selected
and, as a result, we decided to
extend the time to carefully
review each application,”
said Mrs. Lynch-Stewart.   
      All applicants are
Jamaican citizens with 14
individuals currently residing
overseas in countries such
as the United States,

Japan, Canada, Mexico
and Turkey. 
      The Programme is
designed to empower indi-
viduals to make further
contributions to their
country and to become
strong leaders in their
respective fields.

      Successful candidates
will be working under the
general guidance and super-
vision of the Chief
Technical Director in the
Office of the Prime
Minister and will be
involved in a wide range
of high-impact projects.

THE NATIONAL Health
Fund (NHF) has doubled
its subsidy on drugs, respi-
ratory devices and diabetic
supplies for children from
zero to 18 years.

      The entity will be
spending approximately
$70 million per year to
facilitate the increase.
      Speaking at a JIS Think
Tank on August 31, NHF
CEO, Everton Anderson,

said parents and care-
givers who use NHF cards
to purchase prescription
drugs for children will now
pay less.
      He said that the largest
group of beneficiaries will
be children suffering from
asthma, which represents
approximately 9,000 or 76
per cent of the almost
11,000 minors on the NHF
Card programme.
      “In the case of asth-
matics, the subsidy will
increase from approximately
46 per cent to an average
of 92 per cent of the cost of
the prescribed asthma
drugs,” he noted.
      The new subsidy for
devices used in asthma
treatment is $742.06 for
masks and $1,209.32 for
spacers for a combined
sum of $1,951.38.
      The second largest
group of beneficiaries is
children afflicted with
epilepsy at 1,018, fol-
lowed by diabetes at 317,
and sickle cell sufferers at

National Health Fund,
Chief Executive Officer,
Everton Anderson
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$2.1B for Second Phase of Tablets in Schools Programme
MINISTER OF Education,
Youth and Information,
Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid,
says the Government
plans to spend $2.1 billion
over the next three years
to facilitate the second
phase of the Tablets in
Schools programme.
      In an interview with
JIS News, the Minister
pointed out that there will
be changes in how the
pilot project is carried out,
as there will now be a
tablet per classroom as
opposed to students
receiving their own indi-
vidual device.
      “Students who already
have tablets or whose par-
ents can afford to purchase

tablets will be asked to
bring them to school,” the
Minister explained.
      Senator Reid noted that
there are about 221 pri-
mary and infant schools
that will benefit in the first
year, with the teachers’
colleges also scheduled to
come on stream within a
short time.
      “We are spending about
$700 million per year,
which should take us about
three years or less to com-
plete this initiative,” he said.
      The project is a col-
laboration between the
Ministry of Education,
Youth and Information,
and the Ministry of Science,
Energy and Technology. 

THE GOVERNMENT has
partnered with the Inter-
American Development
Bank (IDB) to host Latin
America and the Caribbean’s
largest annual entrepre-
neurship and micro-finance
conference in Montego
Bay, St. James, in October.
      Forum on Markets,
Innovation and Capital
(FOROMIC), which seeks to
provide a space for business
and financial innovations,
as well as a platform for
microfinance, will be held
from October 24 to 26 at
the Montego Bay Convention
Centre.

      Minister of Finance
and the Public Service,
Hon. Audley Shaw, in his
address at the press launch
of the event at the Terra
Nova All-Suite Hotel on
August 30, said the conference
is expected to boost busi-
ness tourism and will also
create opportunities for
Jamaican entrepreneurs to
pursue commerce with
regional counterparts.
      “It is also an opportunity
for other stakeholders
such as public entities,
the academic community,
umbrella interest groups,

non-governmental organi-
sations and development
funding agencies to meet and
exchange experiences and
discuss current challenges
encountered by the micro-
finance industry within the
region,” he added.
      The conference is
expected to attract some
1,500 participants from 42
countries. Discussions will
focus on areas such as ethical
banking, policy tools to
stimulate innovation, agri-
cultural and climate
financing as well as smart
mobility solutions.

Government and IDB to Host Regional Entrepreneurship Conference

Prime Minister the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness (right) greets
Senior Investment Officer in
the Structured and Corporate
Finance Department, Inter-
American Development Bank
(IDB), Stefan Wright, during
a courtesy call on August 31
at the Office of the Prime
Minister. Observing is Country
Representative and General
Manager for the Caribbean
Country Department with the
Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB), Therese Turner-
Jones. The IDB has committed
to helping the country to
meet its economic growth
and job creation targets.

PM Meets With Representatives From the IDB

“We are seeing 
a high calibre 
of applicants,
both overseas
and local, who
have been 

outstanding in
their respective 

fields and 
communities.”

Distribution agent with GeoTechVision Limited, Varon
England (left), shows Shaniqua Hibbert, a student of the
Greater Portmore campus of the Windsor School for
Special Education, how to operate one of the tablets
which were handed over to the institution under the
Tablets in Schools programme. 

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon. Audley Shaw (left), exchanges
greetings with Managing Director of the Development Bank of Jamaica,
Milverton Reynolds, during the press launch of the FOROMIC conference
at the Terra Nova All-Suite Hotel in St. Andrew on August 30. 
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