Strategic Anti-Crime Action Plan
Fairly Advanced – PM
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RIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the Government is fairly advanced
in developing a strategic
anti-crime action plan.
The plan involves an
integrated and comprehensive
set of measures and actions
to significantly reduce crime
in the country, he explains.
Mr. Holness was speaking
at the Jamaica-US Bilateral
Relations Forum, held at the
Regional Headquarters of
the University of the West
Indies on September 7.
The Prime Minister said
the Government is prepared
to spend significant sums to
tackle the issue.
“In the next Budget you
will see an allocation which
will be significant, but

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses
a Jamaica-US Bilateral Relations Forum, held at the
Regional Headquarters of the University of the West
Indies on September 7.

necessary in ensuring that
Jamaica, once and for all,

brings the crime monster to
heel,” he emphasised.

Mr. Holness said the
country will be seeking help
from its bilateral partners, such
as the United States, to ensure
that the plan is successful.
“The message is that
Jamaica will help itself first.
We are going to dedicate the
resources to bring crime
under control,” he said.
The National Security
Council (NSC), chaired by
the Prime Minister, is leading
the development of the anticrime action plan.
The NSC, in light of the
urgency of the matter, has
been meeting monthly and
has embarked on a comprehensive and thorough
approach with a view to
achieving major and sustainable reductions in crime.

Ja Can Have Developed Economy by 2030 – US Ambassador

UNITED STATES (US)
Ambassador to Jamaica,
Luis G. Moreno, says he
believes that by 2030,
Jamaica can have a fully
developed economy that
provides prosperity for all
its citizens.
Vision 2030, Jamaica’s
long-term development plan,
aims to put the country on
a path to realising its potential of becoming fully developed over the next 14
years, making the country
the “place of choice to live,
work, raise families, and
do business”.

“The foundation is
already here – a well-inte-

grated service sector with a
well-educated and industrious
workforce,”
Mr.
Moreno said.
“Reducing the burden
of security and corruption,
which experts estimate eat
up almost 20 per cent of
businesses’ budgets, will
unleash the capital for
investment and higher
wages,” he added.
Ambassador Moreno
was speaking at the JamaicaUS Bilateral Relations Forum
held at the Regional Headquarters of the University

The vessel will take
some 2,800 passengers

into the city and will make
bimonthly calls.

United States Ambassador
to Jamaica, Luis G. Moreno

More Ships to Home Port in Montego Bay

TWO ADDITIONAL cruise
ships are expected to begin
home-porting in Montego
Bay, St. James, in the next
winter season, bringing to
seven the number of vessels
that will be involved in
that arrangement.
Vice President of Cruise
Shipping and Marina
Operations at the Port
Authority of Jamaica (PAJ),
William Tatham, told JIS
News that St. James should
reap significant economic
benefits from the increase
in the number of ships that
will be home-porting in
Montego Bay.
He said traditionally,
the cruise ports are idle on
weekends, but with the
increase in home-port vessels, the facilities will be
occupied from Friday to
Tuesday, which will take
place simultaneously with
the port-of-call operations
during midweek.
“When a port-of-call
vessel comes in, the passengers get off, they go out on
a tour and do a little shopping,
whereas in home-porting
there is ground transportation,
as people are flying in to
board the vessels.
There are a lot of charters coming in to ‘feed’ the
ships, so there are more jobs
at the airport,” he noted.
He indicated that the
‘Mein Schiff 4’, a German
cruise vessel, will make its
maiden
voyage
into
Montego Bay and will
become the largest ship
that the port will accommodate under its homeporting arrangements.

Vice President of Cruise Shipping and Marina Operations
at the Port Authority of Jamaica (PAJ), William Tatham (left),
engages in conversation with Minister without Portfolio
in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation,
Hon. Dr. Horace Chang (right), and Attorney General, Hon.
Marlene Malahoo Forte (3rd left), during a recent tour of
the Montego Bay Cruise shipping port. At second left is
Chairman of the Montego Bay Free Zone, Mark Hart.

of the West Indies (UWI) on
Wednesday, September 7.
The US Ambassador, in
his presentation, reiterated
his intention to “work tirelessly” to increase American
private-sector investment
in Jamaica.
He said he hopes to bring
in US$1 billion worth of
investment to the island by
the end of his tenure.

$50M Fund for Zika-Related
Microcephaly
THE GOVERNMENT
has earmarked $50 million
to establish a fund to
provide support for the
families of babies born
with Zika-related microcephaly.
In an interview with
JIS News, Minister of
Health, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher Tufton, said
the fund will be used to
support interventions to
assist families to cope
with the condition.
“This will involve
preparedness of high-risk
clinics and special-care
nurseries throughout the
country, home visits to
mothers and children as well
as psychosocial counselling
support,” he explained.
The Minister said the
move is a proactive one
and is based on data,
which have shown that
between two and 12 per
cent of pregnant mothers
who have had Zika are at
high risk for having a
child with microcephaly.
“What we want to do as
a Government is to be
prepared and not wait
until it happens and then try
to reach out and determine

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) presents a laptop to Nurses
Association of Jamaica (NAJ) President, Janett Coore-Farr, during a ceremony
at the Office of the Prime Minister on September 5. Sharing in the moment is
Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation,
Hon. Dr. Horace Chang. The Prime Minister handed over two laptops and four
desktops to the NAJ.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd left) applauds as a truck carrying
a container leaves to symbolically launch Red Stripe’s first shipment to the United
States after four years, at the company’s Spanish Town Road headquarters on
September 7. He is joined by Managing Director of Red Stripe, Ricardo Nuncio
(2nd left); Head of Corporate Relations, Dianne Ashton Smith (2nd right); and Brand
Manager for Red Stripe and Heineken United States, Andrew Anguin (right).

which will translate into
the growth of the Jamaican
economy,” he said.

what needs to be done, so
this fund is specifically
going to be used to give
critical support to both
mother and child once the
condition is confirmed
with the birth of the
child,” he told JIS News.
There have been just
under 40 confirmed cases
of pregnant women with
the Zika virus and 501
suspected cases since
January 2016.
The Ministry of Health
is providing free Zika
testing of pregnant women.
Microcephaly is the
abnormal smallness of the
head, which is associated
with incomplete brain
development.

PM Presents Computers to NAJ

PM Hails Red Stripe for Resumption of Exports
PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
has hailed the move by Red
Stripe to re-establish Jamaica
as its global production hub.
He said this is a reflection
of the company’s commitment to protect the authenticity of the brand by having
it produced locally, as well
as an indication of the
confidence in the country’s
improving macro-economic
environment.
“That is a big thing
and the Government of
Jamaica expresses its gratitude for that investment
decision. It is that decision that has made it possible for your output to
increase, employment to
increase and, indeed, the
growth of the company,

Minister of Health, Dr. the
Hon. Christopher Tufton

Prime Minister Holness
was speaking at a ceremony held at Red Stripe’s

Spanish Town Road location
on September 7.
With the reinstatement

of exports to the United
States, Red Stripe has
hired an additional 50
employees and will take
on another 30 by the end
of the month.
Mr. Holness said he is
particularly happy with
Red Stripe’s decision to
substitute the import of a
critical ingredient for the
beer with cassava.
“You can see the connection between good
Government policy inspiring business executives to
take a risk and how that
can pay off in the expansion of production and
growing the economy,
creating prosperity for
all,” the Prime
Minister said.
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