Great Things are Happening
in Jamaica – PM
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RIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the
business environment in
Jamaica has improved significantly, with investors now
more willing to take risks.

“We
understand
that this
is the
partnership
that the
Government
must continue
to nurture.”

Speaking at the grand
opening of itelbpo Smart
Solutions facility at Montego
Bay Freeport, St. James, on
October 4, he noted that the
Government is making it
easier for persons to calculate

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness makes
an address at the opening of itelbpo Smart Solutions
at the Montego Bay Freeport in St. James.

“what the risk factors are,
project what the future will
be and where you can make
wise investments.”
Mr. Holness said the
fact that persons are willing
to take risks with their

money, puts the impetus on
the Government to create the
environment that engenders
their success.
“It is amazing what is
happening in Jamaica and it
is (reflective of) the psy-

chology of economics (and)
confidence. When the owners
of capital take the risk and
create employment, everyone should be appreciative
and try to ensure that (this
undertaking) is successful,”
he emphasised.
Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister said the Government is working to create a
sustainable cycle of economic growth and job creation.
“We understand that
this is the partnership that
the Government must continue to nurture. We also
want employees to know
that they are a part of the
risk and should value the
fact that employment has
been created to their benefit.
It all works together in a nice
partnership,” Mr. Holness
said.

US$4M Safety and Security Project for Schools

JAMAICA WILL benefit
from a US$4 million
Improved Safety and
Security in Schools Project aimed at reducing
crime among youth.
The initiative is a collaboration involving the
Ministry of Education,
Youth and Information and
its agency, the National
Education Trust (NET);
and the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID).
It will be undertaken
over two years with US$3
million from USAID and
US$1 million from the
Government of Jamaica,
and will target youth aged
10 to 29 in 981 primary
and secondary schools and
50 communities.
Speaking at the launch
on October 4, Portfolio
Minister, Senator the Hon.
Ruel Reid, said not only
will the project have a
ripple effect in reducing
crime, but represents a major
investment in Jamaica’s
education system.

Education, Youth and Information Minister, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (2nd left),
speaking with stakeholders involved in the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and Ministry’s Improved Safety and Security in Schools Project,
during the launch at the Spanish Court Hotel, New Kingston, on October 4. From
left are: Chairman, National Education Trust, Nicholas Scott; Deputy Chief of Mission,
United States Embassy in Jamaica, Maura Barry-Boyle; and Chief Executive Officer,
Digicel Foundation, Dane Richardson.

“When you invest in
education, you breathe life
into people. Education
opens up a world of possibilities. Its importance to
human development cannot
and can never be disputed,”
he added.

Acting Deputy Chief
of Mission at United States
Embassy in Jamaica, Maura
Barry-Boyle, noted that the
project, which forms part
of the US Government’s
Caribbean Basin Security
Initiative, should make

Tourism Poised for Record Growth

TOURISM MINISTER,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
says reports of an
upswing in all major
global markets and the
repositioning of vessels
to the island could make
2017 the best year for
Jamaica’s tourism industry.
Speaking with JIS
News following his
recent trip to Qatar, Mr.
Bartlett said tourism is in
a good place where almost
all key sectors stand to
benefit from the anticipated windfall.
“The overseas legacy
markets are bubbling. All
travel partners are reporting
growth for the winter and
summer next year. The
market, overall, is pacing
in double digits for next
year,” he noted
The Minister also
reported unprecedented
levels of optimism and
interest in Jamaica following visits to the United
Kingdom (UK); Atlanta,
Philadelphia, Chicago and
Milwaukee in the United

Tourism Minister, Hon.
Edmund Bartlett

States of America (USA);
and Toronto, Canada.
“The US, Canada and
the UK are reporting
upswings in the bookings
while cruise is (recording)
huge growth from the
repositioning of vessels
into Jamaica. Double
digit growth in both
arrivals and earnings
could make this the best
year ever for tourism,” he
explained.
Meanwhile Mr. Bartlett
said the Ministry is committed to strengthening
existing partnerships and

forging new ones to
ensure a collaborative
and inclusive approach to
tourism development in
Jamaica.
He reiterated that the
Tourism Linkages Network
was established with a
mandate to promote the
industry’s
sustainable
development by strengthening collaborations with
other productive sectors
of the economy such as
agriculture, manufacturing
and the creative industries,
including entertainment.
The Minister said the
ultimate objective is
increasing the consumption
of local goods and services;
creating
employment,
generating and retaining
more foreign exchange
earnings.
While in Qatar, Mr.
Bartlett met with United
Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO)
officials on a planned
hurricane relief project
for storm-ravaged
Caribbean islands.

inroads into crime and violence at the community level.
Managing Director of
NET, Marcia Phillips
Dawkins, said the entity “is
proud to advance the partnership for continued support
from the people of America
through the Caribbean
Basin Security Initiative to
the people of Jamaica in a
most crucial area of our
country – the safety and
security of our youth.”

Cabinet Approves Final Draft
of National Youth Policy

CABINET HAS approved
the final draft of the
National Youth Policy by
the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Information,
which will be tabled in
Parliament as a White
Paper.
Speaking at last
week’s
post-Cabinet
press briefing at Jamaica
House, Portfolio Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, said the policy
establishes a framework
within which youth can
be supported to pursue
and achieve their goals.
He added that it outlines and explores areas for
action and articulates six
priority areas – education
and training; health and

well-being; employment
and entrepreneurship; youth
participation; social inclusion and reintegration; and
institutional and youth
sector arrangements.
Meanwhile, Senator
Reid said Cabinet also
gave approval for an
updated Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprise and
Entrepreneurship Policy
and Implementation Plan.
Additionally, approval
has been given for the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
Ministry of Culture,
Gender, Entertainment
and Sport and Bureau of
Gender Affairs, which
will be tabled as a Green
Paper in Parliament.

REGISTERED COFFEE
farmers are to benefit
from an $80 million initiative that is expected to
boost crop yield over time.
The project, which
falls under the Ministry
of Industry, Commerce,
Agriculture and Fisheries’
Productivity Incentive
Programme, will focus
on providing the farmers
with training, fertilisers,
fungicides and tools.
Speaking at a press
conference on October 3,
Portfolio Minister, Hon.
Karl Samuda, said the
Coffee Industry Board
will be responsible for

distributing the supplies,
pointing out that “they
have all the farmers registered; so it will commence
almost immediately.”
Mr. Samuda explained
that this engagement is
expected to increase coffee
yield from the current 20
boxes to a projected 80
boxes per acre. Coffee
production rose from
201,000 boxes in 2016 to
some 230,000 this year.
He also reaffirmed the
Government’s commitment
to engendering and supporting a vibrant coffee
industry, for the domestic
and export markets.

$80 Million Initiative for
Coffee Farmers

Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries
Minister, Hon. Karl Samuda (left), converses with
Member of Parliament for East Rural St. Andrew,
the Most Hon. Juliet Holness, at a coffee industry
press briefing at the Ministry’s New Kingston
offices on October 3.

Prime Minister Officially Opens Newly
Improved Marcus Garvey Drive

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre), officially opens the newly
improved 2.44 kilometre section of Marcus Garvey Drive, between East Avenue
and Harbour Street in Kingston, on Thursday, October 5. The project, which was
undertaken by China Harbour Engineering Company (CHEC) Limited at a cost of
US$20.5 million, was implemented by the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job
Creation through the National Works Agency (NWA) under the Government’s
Major Infrastructure Development Programme. Sharing in the occasion (from left)
are: Kingston’s Mayor, Senator Councillor Delroy Williams; Ambassador of the
People’s Republic of China to Jamaica, His Excellency Niu Qingbao; Permanent
Secretary in the Office of the Prime Minister/Ministry of Economic Growth and Job
Creation, Audrey Sewell; Opposition Spokesman on Works, Mikael Phillips; Local
Government and Community Development Minister and Member of Parliament for
West Kingston where the improved roadway is located, Hon. Desmond McKenzie;
NWA Chief Executive Officer, E.G. Hunter; CHEC Deputy General Manager, Dr. Zhimin
Hu; and NWA Communication and Customer Services Manager, Stephen Shaw.
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