
PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the pre-

feasibility study on the
divestment of the commercial
activities of the National
Solid Waste Management
Authority (NSWMA) is
now complete.
      The study was conducted
by the Riverton Disposal
Site Enterprise Team,
which was commissioned
by the Prime Minister in
October of last year.
      It explored options for
public-private partnerships
(PPPs), as well as potential
changes in regulations, to
achieve an integrated solid
waste management system
(ISWMS) in which every
type of waste will be trans-
formed into some form of
value-added product. 
      The Prime Minister,
who was addressing a cere-
mony at Jamaica House on
October 24, pointed out that
privatisation of the agency
would allow it to focus on
being a regulator rather
than an operator.
  “I strongly believe that
whatever service that the
private sector could provide

more efficiently…Govern-
ment should step back or
away from that and allow
the private sector to provide
it. The role of Government is
to set standards and police
those standards,” he argued.
      Chairman of the Enter-
prise Team, Lyttleton Shirley,
said the study found that
waste could be harvested
and converted to energy

through mechanisms other
than incineration, such as
anaerobic digestion or land-
fill gas-to-energy.
      It was also recommended
that some disposal sites
may need to be closed or
converted into sanitary
landfills, and that alterna-
tive transfer stations, which
are strategically located,
could be employed.

      Mr. Shirley said that
with the completion of the
pre-feasibility study, the
Enterprise Team has now
begun the consultation
process to move to the next
phase. 
      This, he said, will
involve engaging in deeper
and more focused due dili-
gence to prepare a PPP
transaction.

Self-Financing Public Bodies Record Surplus of $3.96B

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) in discussion with Minister of Local
Government and Community Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie (right), at a ceremony
held at Jamaica House recently.  Others (from second left) are Executive Director, National
Solid Waste Management Authority, Audley Gordon; and Chairman of the agency, Dennis
Chung.
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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN,
Zones of Special Oper-
ations (ZOSOs) Social
Intervention Committee,
Omar Sweeney, says
effective implementation
of community redevel-
opment, citizen-security
and public safety initiatives
can significantly transform
vulnerable and volatile
communities.
      Speaking in a recent
JIS ‘Issues and Answers’
interview, Mr. Sweeney
pointed out that commu-
nities have already been
benefiting from social
intervention activities and
engagements being under-
taken by various govern-
ment agencies as a means
of effecting positive
changes.
      He said that through
the work of the committee,
the agencies that are
operating in these volatile
areas every day “will
now have a coordinated
approach in providing
the intervention that is
needed, whether through
work on the physical
environment, skills and
educational development
or social services.”
      Mr. Sweeney said
that the social intervention
activities being imple-
mented in Mount Salem
in St. James, where the
first ZOSO is in effect,
are expected to serve as
the blueprint for similar
activities in other areas.
      He noted that three
major areas of focus were

identified for Mount
Salem. These are: enhance-
ment of the physical
environment, youth
engagement programmes
and civil registration.
      Mr. Sweeney said
the objective of the inter-
ventions is to effect
change and provide relief
to residents. He said the
services being delivered
will empower people to
solve their own problems
and, ultimately, uplift their
community.
      “When you leave a
community such as Mount
Salem, you want to return
and see the community
almost empty in the day-
time because those people
are at jobs. There is social
cohesion within the com-
munity and there are no
zinc fence structures,” Mr.
Sweeney noted.

Deputy Chairman, Zones
of Special Operations
Social Intervention Com-
mittee, Omar Sweeney 

THE GOVERNMENT is
reporting that Self-
Financing Public Bodies
(SFPB) recorded an overall
balance surplus of $3.96
billion for the first three
months of the 2017/18 fis-
cal year ending June 30,
relative to the targeted
deficit of $1.45 billion.
      According to the
2017/18 Fiscal Policy
Paper Interim Report,
which was tabled in the
House of Representatives
recently by Finance and the
Public Service Minister,
Hon. Audley Shaw, the
positive variance primarily
resulted from better-than-

budgeted performance by
four entities.
      These were the
National Housing Trust

(NHT), Airports Authority
of Jamaica (AAJ), National
Water Commission (NWC)
and Port Authority of
Jamaica (PAJ).
      The document points
out that the NHT’s
improved performance
resulted, as the necessary
amendment of the NHT
Act to facilitate special dis-
tribution to the Consoli-
dated Fund was effected in
August 2017.
      Additionally, the Fiscal
Paper indicates that the
AAJ received increased
concession fees from the
operators of the Sangster
International Airport in

Montego Bay, because of
the higher level of activity
at that location, while fur-
ther capital expenditure for
the NWC and PAJ was
delayed.
      The document points
out, however, that the over-
all impact of the first quarter
balance surplus was, to some
extent, offset by a $3.92
billion shortfall recorded
by Petrojam Limited.
      The SFPB’s overall
balance for 2017/18, as
approved by Parliament, is
projected at a surplus
totalling $2.5 billion, with
a current balance surplus of
$71.7 billion.

THE FACTORIES Cor-
poration of Jamaica (FCJ)
plans to establish some
1.5 million square feet of
office space, adding to
the 1.7 million square
feet already in operation,
and providing more than
30,000 new jobs.
      Minister without Port-
folio in the Ministry of
Economic Growth and
Job Creation, Hon. Dr.
Horace Chang, said the
Corporation is on a tra-
jectory to dramatically
increase the amount of
commercial/industrial
space available in the
island and to put them to
full use for Jamaicans to
be gainfully employed.
      He was speaking at
the FCJ’s 30th anniversary
awards banquet held
recently at the Jamaica
Pegasus Hotel, to recog-
nise the contributions of
long-serving staff mem-
bers and loyal clients.
      The FCJ is the single-
largest provider of facto-
ry space and infrastruc-
ture in Jamaica. 
      Minister Chang said
the agency is under a
directive from the Ministry
to invest in space for
research and innovation.
      “We are providing
purpose-fit facilities that
will help to stimulate our

science, research and
innovative capabilities.
We have to go in this
direction if we are to bring
sustainable development
to this country and per-
sistent growth,” he
informed.
      Minister Chang told
his audience that the
Garmex Free Zone and
Industrial Estate, man-
aged by the FCJ, has
more than 500,000 square
feet of net rentable
space.
      He said the area will
have facility to accom-
modate youth entrepre-
neur zones, and an incu-
bator centre focusing on
early-stage companies
that can benefit the most
from hands-on mentor-
ship, guidance and
advice.

FCJ to Add 1.5M Square 
Feet of Space 

Minister without Portfolio
in the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Growth and Job
Creation, Hon. Dr. Horace
Chang

THE JOINT Committee
for Tertiary Education
(JCTE), in collaboration
with the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation, will host the third
International Conference on
Technical and Vocational
Education and Training
(TVET) from November
29 to December 1 at the
Holiday Inn Resort in
Montego Bay.
      The JCTE’s Senior
Marketing and Business
Development Consultant
and Conference Chair,
Jacqueline Knight-Campbell,
says the event will bring
together individuals and
organisations that are col-
laborating to develop the
education sector.
      “It will explore the
building of educational
partnerships; strategic

leadership for institutional
growth and development;
and professional develop-
ment in higher education,”
she said.
      She was speaking at a
Jamaica Information Service
(JIS) Think Tank at the
agency’s head office in
Kingston on Tuesday,
October 24.
      The conference, which
will also be supported by
Delaware State University
in the United States, will
include concurrent sessions,
workshops, exhibitions and
panel discussions.
      Among the key events
are a power breakfast,
where heads of local and
international companies will
engage representatives from
educational institutions in
dialogue; and an awards
ceremony to recognise out-

standing educators, the
Tertiary Student of the Year
and outstanding corporate,
local and international indi-
viduals who have made
indelible contributions to
education.
      For further information
on registration for the con-

ference, persons may email
the JCTE at: jctesecretariat@
gmail.com, and for the sub-
mission of research papers:
jctepr@gmail.com. 
      Persons may also call
632-4136, 616-7620 or
visit www.ucj.org.jm.

Senior Marketing and Business Development Consultant
for the Joint Committee for Tertiary Education, Jacqueline
Knight-Campbell.

Minister of Science, Energy and Tech-
nology, Dr. the Hon. Andrew Wheatley
(centre), presents Kristen Bowen (left)
and her younger sister, Kassidy Bowen,
with laptop computers during the Universal
Service Fund (USF) ‘Positively Pink
Midday Mingle’ held on October 25 at the
Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica (PCJ)
Auditorium.

USF Presents Computers
to Children of Persons 
Affected by Breast 
Cancer 

Minister of FInance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw

Effective Social Interventions
Can Transform Communities –
Sweeney

Third International TVET Conference Slated for Nov. 29 to Dec. 1 
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