IMF Praises Ja’s Commitment
to Reform Programme

T

HE
INTERNA T I O N A L
Fund
Monetary
(IMF) has given high
marks for Jamaica’s performance under the StandBy Arrangement (SBA)
with the Fund.
In its recently released
review
of
70-page
Jamaica’s economic performance, the IMF notes
that “commitment to the
economic reform programme remains strong,”
with “economic indicators
at historical highs, supported by a favourable macroeconomic environment.”
“Unemployment
is
falling, new jobs are being
created, and there is robust
activity in construction and
hotels and restaurants.
Inflation and the current
account are low, helped by
relatively stable oil prices
and the Government’s
policy efforts,” the report
continues.
The Fund says “the his-

Over 300 Officials Expected
for IMF Caribbean Forum

Growth and Strengthening
Resilience in the Caribbean’, and will focus on
issues impacting the
region and the potential
opportunities that effectively address these within
the context of an everchanging global landscape.
To this end, four
panel discussions featuring presentations by a
wide cross-section of
local, regional and international stakeholders,
have been scheduled.
The first will focus on
‘The Caribbean Growth
Challenge: Crime and
Youth Unemployment’.
The others will cover
‘Fiscal
Policy
and
Political Cycles’, ‘The
Financial Sector: Stability
and Growth Trade-offs’,
and ‘Challenges and
Opportunities in the
Caribbean’.

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
says Jamaica has the potential to produce up to 50 per
cent of the country’s energy
needs from renewable
sources.
The Prime Minister,
who was speaking to
reporters following a tour of
BMR Jamaica Wind in St.
Elizabeth on November 8,
said the country “has to
think carefully and strategically as to how it uses the
alternatives that God has
given us.’’

“The renewable (energy source) that (is) here at
BMR is wind. I certainly
believe that there is great
potential on this side of the
island, between Manchester
and St. Elizabeth, for there to
be an expansion in windgenerating plants,” he stated.
The Government is
currently developing an
integrated resource plan that
will project the country’s
future energy requirements
and how those needs can be
supplied by using renewables, in particular, wind

and solar, the Prime
Minister explained.
He also indicated that
the solar energy capacity is
being expanded and “very
soon another solar plant will
be opened, and we are also
looking at waste energy. All
of these are environmentally friendly solutions.”
The Prime Minister
said he is very impressed
with what BMR has been
doing, noting that “the posture that has been taken in
the development of this
plant is one that integrates
the community.”

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) and Finance and the Public
Service Minister, Hon. Audley Shaw (right), listen as Head of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) Mission Team to Jamaica, Dr. Uma Ramakrishnan, speaks
during a press conference held recently at the Office of the Prime Minister.

torically low yields” in the
recent global bonds reopening reflect “Jamaica’s hardwon credibility.”
“After more than four
years of difficult economic
reforms, Jamaica’s pro-

gramme implementation
remains exemplary,” the
Washington-based multilateral noted.
Giving
the
second
review under Jamaica’s
SBA, the Fund says that

Cockpit Boundaries for Parliament Soon
PRIME MINISTER the
Most
Hon.
Andrew
Holness says the Cockpit
boundary definition is
being finalised and will be
brought to Parliament
shortly.
“At Cabinet, we had a
special session where we
went through and looked
at the boundaries and we
are hoping that we will be
able to bring this to
Parliament (shortly),” the
Prime Minister said in the
House of Representatives
on November 7.
In September, the
Jamaica House Petition
Portal registered a petition
from an environmental
organisation, urging the
Government to legally
establish the boundaries of
the Cockpit Country.
The Government had
committed to providing a
response within 30 days.
However, a release from
the Office of the Prime
Minister stated that given

strong domestic ownership
of the reform agenda across
two different governments
and the broader society has
helped to entrench macroeconomic stability and fiscal
discipline.

OVER 300 officials are
expected for the sixth
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) High Level
Caribbean Forum, slated
for Thursday, November
16 at the Jamaica Pegasus
Hotel in New Kingston.
Among these are current and former regional
Heads of Government,
Finance Ministers, Central
Bank Governors and private sector representatives, as well as senior staff
of the IMF and other international organisations.
Heading the list of
dignitaries are Prime
Minister, the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness and IMF
Managing
Director,
Christine LaGarde, who
are the keynote speakers
for the opening ceremony.
The conference is
being held under the
theme:
‘Unleashing

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses
the House of Representatives on November 7.

consultation with the
environmental community, as well as their concerns regarding the draft
boundaries, the Government has set a revised
timeline to give an official
response.
The Cockpit Country
is a hilly and dense area

with limestone denudations
in southern Trelawny.
Spilling over into the
adjacent parishes of St.
Elizabeth and parts of St.
James, the area has the
highest diversity of plants
and animals anywhere on
the island.

Mayfield All-Age School Community
Resource Centre Opens

Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Dr. the Hon. Andrew Wheatley,
assists students in accessing the Internet at the opening of the Mayfield All-Age
School Community Resource Centre in St. Elizabeth recently.

Jamaica Can Produce up to 50 Per Cent of
Energy From Renewables – PM

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) and other stakeholders
tour BMR Jamaica Wind in St. Elizabeth on November 8.

Governor-General to Appoint
Commissioners for Anti-Corruption Unit
GOVERNOR-GENERAL,
His Excellency the Most
Hon. Sir Patrick Allen, in
short order, will appoint
five Commissioners to a
single
Anti-Corruption
Unit, to investigate and
prosecute corruption in
Jamaica.
Justice Minister, Hon.
Delroy Chuck, confirmed
that the Governor-General
has now signed the
Integrity Commission Bill,
which was approved by the
Senate in July, paving the
way for the establishment
of the Unit.
“After the GovernorGeneral appoints the five
Commissioners, they will
begin the process of implementing the terms of the
(unit),” Mr. Chuck said.
He was speaking to
reporters following the
commissioning of 241
Justices of the Peace (JPs)
for the parish of St.
Catherine at the Portmore
Seventh-day
Adventist
Church on November 8.
The new single AntiCorruption Unit will incor-

porate the Office of the
Contractor General, the
Commission
for
the
Prevention of Corruption,
and
the
Integrity
Commission.
Meanwhile, Mr. Chuck
said that debate is to begin
on November 14 in
Parliament on the new
Justices of the Peace Act of

2017, which seeks to
strengthen procedures for
the selection, appointment
and regulation of JPs.
Changes to the new Bill
will provide for the expansion of the geographical
jurisdiction of JPs, allowing
them to give islandwide
service in respect of nonjudicial functions.

Justice Minister, Hon. Delroy Chuck, displays the
signed Integrity Commission Act, at a commissioning
ceremony for 241 Justices of the Peace for
St. Catherine at the Portmore Seventh-day
Adventist Church on November 8.

