Gov’t to Engage Citizens
in Volunteerism
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RIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness said the
Government will be engaging
the public on a path of volunteerism to ensure the protection of the environment
and sustainable development.
He said this engagement will come through the
country’s education and
health systems, as well as
the media.
The Prime Minister
pointed out that through
coordinated, organised and
motivated volunteerism, the
country can successfully
pursue programmes for
environmental preservation.
He noted that even as
the Administration pursues
economic growth and job
creation, it is important to
ensure that these are
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achieved in a sustainable
manner.
The Prime Minister was
addressing a ceremony at
the Office of the Prime
Minister on May 6 to launch
National Workers’ Week
and Labour Day activities

under the theme: ‘For
Health’s Sake, Keep it Clean’.
The observation of
National Workers’ Week
begins on May 15 and culminates on Labour Day,
May 23.
The activities are being
coordinated through the
collaboration
of
the
Ministries of Health; Local
Government and Community Development; Labour
and Social Security; and
Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport.
The series of events will
get underway with a
Thanksgiving Service at the
Olson Hall Church of God, St.
Andrew, on Sunday, May 15,
and concludes with a Gospel
Concert at the Ranny Williams
Entertainment Centre on
Labour Day.

STARTING THIS week,
the Government will roll out
a programme of assistance
for farmers in Portland and
St. Thomas, who lost crops
and livestock during the
recent flood rains.
This was announced by
Minister without Portfolio
in the Ministry of Industry,
Commerce, Agriculture and
Fisheries,
Hon.
J.C.
Hutchinson, who met with
farmers in Portland following
a tour of the worst affected
areas of the parish on May 3.
He said the programme,
to be managed by the Rural
Agricultural Development
Authority (RADA), will
include the provision of fertiliser, seeds, livestock and
feed.
Minister Hutchinson
explained that a goat revolving
programme will be implemented, where farmers will
be given ewes, which they
will breed and then pass on
the first females to other
farmers.

He said the aim is to
resuscitate livestock and
upgrade the quality of ruminants in the country.
“This is going to be a
project…it is not one where
we are just going to be having
it remain with you who have
lost, but we are going to be

expanding it to other persons
who want to go into goat
rearing,” the Minister said.
The overall damage to
crops and livestock is estimated at over $100 million
and affected a total of 516
farmers – 251 in Portland
and 265 in St. Thomas.

MINISTER WITHOUT
Portfolio in the Ministry of
Economic Growth and Job
Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz,
says the Government is
moving ahead with the
development of a National
Spatial Data Infrastructure
(NSDI) policy.

The document is in the
final stages of consultations with Government
entities and other stakeholders, after which it will
be sent to Cabinet for
review and approval.
Minister Vaz, who was
addressing the official

launch of Geography
Awareness Week at the
Knutsford Court Hotel in
New Kingston on May 4,
said the policy will serve to
ensure that the island’s
geospatial data products
and services are made
available and accessible to
all users, particularly
Government agencies.
Geospatial data is
information that identifies
the geographic location of
objects or features on earth
such as roads, buildings
and oceans.
Minister Vaz said
development of the policy
emerged from a growing
recognition that access to
and the sharing of geospatial
data among State entities
are critical ingredients in
the promotion of social,
economic and physical
development, as well as the
protection of natural resources
and the environment.

“We will be
engaging the
people of Jamaica
through the
education and
health sectors,
media and
communications,
in getting us to
voluntarily use
our efforts and
our labour to
secure our
environment.”

The National Labour
Day project will take place
at Gregory Park and
Washington Mews in
Portmore and will see citizens engaged in identifying
and destroying mosquito
breeding sites.

IDB Endorses Economic
Growth Council

The Council, chaired
by businessman Michael
Lee-Chin, will advise the
Government on a framework of proposed initiatives that are expected to
yield economic growth.
Caribbean Country
General Manager for the
IDB, Therese Turner-Jones,
describes it as a step in
the right direction, and

that “creating a vibrant
Jamaican economy is crucial to the kind of development that improves
people’s lives.”
She was speaking at
the Bank’s public lecture,
held on May 2, at the
Jamaica Pegasus Hotel
under the theme: ‘The 4th
Revolution – The Global
Race to Reinvent the State’.
Meanwhile, Mrs. TurnerJones emphasised that a
vibrant economy is built
on productivity, is defined
by clear rules, and aims to
protect society’s most
vulnerable, while providing
employment. Most importantly, she added, a vibrant
economy “must be growing.”
She argued that not
only will it embody economic factors, but also
social and environmental
issues.
Additionally, she said
it will provide opportunities
for persons seeking employment to realise their
potential; facilitate education that supports high
skilled jobs to drive productivity; and reduce
informality, underemployment, crime and violence.

ONE THOUSAND Safety
and Security Officers will
be placed in public
schools this September.
“Safety and Security
in schools is part of the
strategic priorities of the
Ministry of Education,
Youth and Information.
The programme is
constantly under review
and we are going to see
some results in the coming
years,” says Director for
Safety and Security in

Director of Safety and
Security in Schools,
Assistant Superintendent
of Police (ASP) Coleridge
Minto

THE INTER-AMERICAN
Development Bank (IDB)
has endorsed the establishment of the Government’s Economic Growth
Council.

Caribbean Country General Manager for the InterAmerican Development
Bank, Therese TurnerJones

1,000 Safety and Security
Officers for Public Schools
in September
Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. J.C. Hutchinson (right), looks on as Portland farmer, Glenton Cole,
points out the extent of the damage to his farm following recent flood rains. The Minister
was on a tour of severely affected farming communities in the parish on May 3.

National Spatial Data Infrastructure Policy Advanced

Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic
Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz (left), listens
to a comment from Permanent Secretary in the Ministry,
Audrey Sewell, at the launch ceremony for Geography
Awareness Week on May 4 at the Knutsford Court Hotel
in New Kingston.

MINISTRY OF
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY
ENERGY AND MINING

Approximately 281.7
hectares of agricultural produce were affected, 252 in
Portland and 29.7 in St.
Thomas. In addition, 2,472
livestock were lost: 419 in
Portland and 2,053 in St.
Thomas.

Executive Director of the National Family Planning
Board (NFPB), Dr. Denise Chevannes-Vogel (2nd right),
presents Executive Director of the Social Development Commission (SDC), Dr. Dwayne Vernon (2nd
left), with a copy of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), which they signed on May 5, to signal their
collaboration in conducting a series of islandwide
public consultations on the development of Jamaica’s
first Sexual and Reproductive Health Policy, and
revision of the National HIV/AIDS Policy. Also pictured
(from left) are: Senior Medical Officer in the Ministry
of Health, Dr. Nicola Skyers; and Director, Enabling
Environment and Human Rights, NFPB, Devon
Gabourel. The signing took place during a ceremony
at the offices of the SDC in Kingston.

Be an
ENERGY CHAMPION

Schools, in the Ministry,
Assistant Superintendent
Coleridge Minto.
He was speaking
recently at a Town Hall
meeting, hosted by the
National Parenting Support
Commission, at which the
topic: ‘Raising Males to
Become Extraordinary
Gentlemen’ was discussed.
Mr. Minto said the
Jamaica Constabulary
Force (JCF) launched a
mentorship club in 40
schools last year, in order
to provide role models for
males and females.
“There are 450 volunteer pastors and police
chaplains who are strategically placed across the
island, who are willing to
provide spiritual guidance
and a moral compass to
steer our young boys to
where they belong,” he said.
Mr. Minto pointed out
that greater emphasis
will be placed on uniformed
groups to increase
discipline
in
schools.
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