PM Commissions Wigton III
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W

IGTON III, the
24-megawatt
expansion of the
wind farm in Rose Hill,
Manchester, was officially
commissioned into service on
June 2 by Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness.
“The more the economy
grows, we expect the demand
for electricity to grow and
we expect our renewable
sector to expand to meet
that demand,” he said.
The new facility, which
began supplying energy to
the national grid in March,
consists of 12 two-megawatt
wind turbines, a 9.6 kilometre transmission line and
a new substation. It is projected to generate 63,072
megawatt-hours annually.
Speaking at the commissioning ceremony, the
Prime Minister reiterated
the goal of having renewable energy constitute 30
per cent of the total energy
mix by 2030.

31,400 More Persons Employed

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness looks at a substation at Wigton III, a 24megawatt expansion of the wind farm in Rose Hill, Manchester, following the official
opening of the facility on Thursday, June 2. The wind farm is expected to generate
63,072 megawatt-hours of energy annually and will reduce oil consumption by 37,000
barrels per year. This will save Jamaica over $230 million.

The wind energy plant is
expected to reduce national
oil consumption by 37,000
barrels per year, which will
save the country over $230
million annually. It also

increases the renewable
energy input to the national
grid by over two per cent.
Wigton III was constructed at a cost of US$45
million and is the first of

three renewable energy projects selected by the Office
of Utilities Regulation (OUR)
to become fully operational
and begin transmission to
the national grid.

Prime Minister Holness Confident Exports Will Improve

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
is expressing confidence
that the country’s capacity
to export will improve
within the next two years.
He attributed this to a
number of strategies being
put in place to enhance
Jamaica’s access to international markets.
The Prime Minister
was addressing an export
forum held at the Spanish
Court Hotel in New
Kingston on June 2.
A key tactic being
employed is the expansion
of
Jamaica Promotions
Corporation’s (JAMPRO)
Export Max II programme,
which aims to improve the
export business performance and competitiveness of participating companies.
Mr. Holness stated that,
through his efforts, the
number of companies to
benefit under the programme
will increase to 50 this
year, up from the initial 20.
“The training is significant because it gives the

opportunities for Jamaica
overseas.
The two Ambassadors
are assisting in creating new
markets and opportunities
for Jamaica in Europe,
India and the Middle East.

THE STATISTICAL Institute of Jamaica’s (STATIN)
Labour Force Survey
shows that the number of
persons employed as at
January 2016 increased
by 31,400 to 1,163,600.
Further, that the
unemployment rate fell to
13.3 per cent, one percentage point lower than
the corresponding period
in 2015, and 0.2 per cent
less than last October.
The survey also revealed that the total labour
force increased by 21,500
persons to 1,341,700 in
January.
This was disclosed by
Director General of the
Planning Institute of
Jamaica (PIOJ), Colin
Bullock, during the agency’s
quarterly media briefing
at its New Kingston
offices on June 1.
Mr. Bullock said 11
of the 16 industry groups
recorded higher employment levels, including the
wholesale and retail trade,
which increased by 14,200
persons; construction, up

9,800 persons; and hotels
and restaurants, up 6,500
persons – the same as
those who were involved
in other community, social
and personal service
activities.

11 of the 16
industry groups
recorded higher
employment
levels, including
the wholesale
and retail trade,
which increased
by 14,200
persons.

The Director General
said several factors contributed to the increased
number of persons comprising the labour force.
These, he outlined,
include: an increase in the
working age group, 14
years and older, by 4,100
persons; and a contraction
in the number of persons
outside the labour force
by 17,500, citing several
reasons for the latter outcome.

Health Ministry Heightens Zika Response

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) is
greeted by Director General of the Planning Institute of
Jamaica (PIOJ), Colin Bullock, when he arrived at the
Spanish Court Hotel in New Kingston on June 2 to
address an export forum.

entrepreneurs involved
exposure to the requirements;
better understanding of the
rules; access to markets;
interfacing with the important people in the industry,
and it helps them to get on
the road to export,” he
said.
The programme seeks
to facilitate a 50 per cent
growth in export sales and

access to new markets for
all firms, as well as generate a minimum of 15 trade
leads for each of the participating companies.
Another mechanism
the Prime Minister has
used to facilitate export
growth is the appointment
of investment ambassadors,
who have the responsibility
for stimulating economic

MOU to Establish 4-H Clubs in Public Schools

State Minister in the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Floyd
Green (2nd left); and Chairman of the Jamaica 4-H Clubs, Dr. Charles Douglas
(2nd right), conduct a symbolic handover of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to establish 4-H Clubs in public schools across the island. The MoU was
signed on June 2 at the Ministry’s Heroes Circle offices. Others pictured (from left)
are: Permanent Secretary in the Ministry, Dr. Maurice Smith, and Executive
Director of the Jamaica 4-H Clubs, Dr. Ronald Blake.

Some 1,969 notifications for Zika have been
reported to the Ministry as
of May 29. Of the notifications, 1, 387 fit the case
definition for Zika and were
classified as “suspected
Zika fever.”

THE HEALTH Ministry
will enter the second
phase of its public health
response to the Zika virus
(ZikV), which will target
pregnant women and their
partners.
Portfolio Minister, Dr.
the Hon. Christopher Tufton,
made the announcement at
a press conference held at
the Ministry in New
Kingston on June 2.
“As you know, the
unborn child is at high risk
of developing microcephaly
once the woman has been
infected with the Zika
virus while pregnant. We
will continue to monitor
pregnant women at the
community level throughout their pregnancies,
including providing them
with educational support,”
he said.
Microcephaly is an
abnormal smallness of the

head, which is associated
with incomplete brain
development.
Minister Tufton informed
that approximately 20,000
bed nets will be provided
over the next six months
to all pregnant women,
who visit antenatal clinics
across the island. The nets
are being supplied by
charity organisation, Food
for the Poor.

Sixteen samples tested
positive for the Zika virus,
with two pregnant women
confirmed with the disease.
The Minister assured
that there is adequate medication available to treat all
forms of Zika manifestation.

THE PLANNING Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) is
projecting growth of between
one and two per cent for
the 2016/17 fiscal year.
PIOJ Director General,
Colin Bullock, said the
positive forecast is based
on several factors, including
an anticipated increase in
global economic growth;
strengthening of investor
confidence; favourable
weather conditions for
agricultural production;
and the impact of business
environment reforms.
He was speaking at the
PIOJ’s quarterly media
briefing at the institute’s

New Kingston offices on
Wednesday, June 1.
He said that with a number of strategic projects to
come on stream, the growth
forecast could be exceeded.
These include projects in
the areas of tourism and port
development, particularly
expansion of the Kingston
Container Terminal (KCT);
the build-out of office
space to facilitate expansion of business process
outsourcing (BPO); and
increase in agro-parks/
agro-economic zones.
The economy grew by
0.9 per cent in 2015/16 with
manufacturing, electricity

and water, hotels and
restaurants being the key
growth sectors.
Manufacturing grew by
3.9 per cent; electricity and
water – 3.4 per cent; and
hotels and restaurants –
11.6 per cent.
The Director General
noted that the January to
March 2016 quarter also grew
by 0.9 per cent, with electricity and water – 5.4 per cent;
hotels and restaurants – 2.7
per cent; agriculture, forestry
and fishing – two per cent;
and manufacturing –1.1
per cent, making the
most notable contributions.

Health Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Christopher Tufton

Fiscal Year Growth Projected Between
One and Two Per Cent
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