
A MODERN $40 million
market is to be constructed
in Port Maria, St. Mary,
this financial year.
      This was disclosed by
Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and Community
Development, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie, during his con-
tribution to the 2016/17
Sectoral Debate in the
House of Representatives
on June 22.
      He noted that the two-
storey facility will be built
at the location of the present
Port Maria Market. It will
house approximately 70
vendors on the first floor,
while the second floor will
facilitate business spaces
for entrepreneurs.
      This modern building
will have two external

staircases, an elevator and
access aids for the phy-
sically challenged, in keeping
with the building code.
      The new market will

also have water harvesting,
solar power and light-
emitting diodes (LEDs),
among the features, as
well as a parking area.
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THE MINISTRY of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation is to undertake a
number of infrastructure
projects during the 2016/
2017 academic year.
      Addressing a recent
JIS ‘Think Tank’, Portfolio
Minister, Senator the Hon.
Ruel Reid, said 24 early-
childhood and primary
institutions will benefit
from infrastructure upgrade
valued at $38.6 million.  
      Additionally, under the
early childhood revitalisation
programme, infant depart-
ments will be added to 13
primary schools at a cost
of $16.8 million.
      Two state-of-the-art
early childhood institutions
are to be constructed during
the new school year at Sam

Sharpe Teachers’ College
in St. James through the
Project for the Advancement
of Childhood Education
(PACE) Canada; and at
the Sir Clifford Campbell
Primary School in West-
moreland by the Rockhouse
Foundation at a cost of
$50 million.

      “Our vision is to have
one of these institutions in
every parish,” the Minister
noted.
      Sixteen secondary
schools will be upgraded
at a cost of $218.4 million
and $113.5 million will be
spent to complete works
started on 12 schools.
      Senator Reid pointed
out that under the Ministry’s
Sanitation Project, the
remaining 27 primary and
one infant schools with pit
latrines will get flush toilets.
This project will cost $20
million.
      In addition, 27 primary
schools which have only
one classroom will benefit
from the installation of
partition walls at a
cost of $20 million.

PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness has hailed

and extended gratitude to
the country’s educators
who, he said, continue to
go “above and beyond” for
the development of the
nation’s children.
      He was speaking at a
ceremony held on June 23
on the lawns of Jamaica
House, where 40 educators
were awarded the Prime
Minister’s Medal of Appre-
ciation for their service to
education.
      “You are being hon-
oured because you are a
beacon of your chosen pro-
fession. On behalf of the
Government and the people
of Jamaica, I thank you,”
he said.
      The Prime Minister
pointed out that Jamaica’s
road to prosperity, in line
with the Government’s focus
on economic growth and
development, is dependent

on the education sector
being the driving force. 
      He said he is looking
to educators to embrace the
Administration’s vision for
Jamaica and to continue to
give of their best.
      The award recipients
include active and retired

teachers, principals, lecturers
and education officers,
who have served from 15
years to as many as 47
years.
      Among the award
recipients is Fay Davy,
who has contributed 47
years to the education sector. 

      She has among her
accomplishments, the estab-
lishment of uniformed
groups at the Salt Mash
All-Age School in Trelawny,
and preparing children for
the Jamaica Cultural Devel-
opment Commission’s cre-
ative folk dance compe-
titions, earning several
medals over the years.
      Mrs. Davy believes her
dedication to education
and helping children achieve
literacy and numeracy
earned her the recognition.
      “I never knew this day
would come and I greatly
appreciate the reward,” she
said.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right)
consults with Minister of Local Government and
Community Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie,
during a sitting of the House of Representatives on
June 22.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness greets 33-year veteran in the education
sector, Geraldine Allen, as he congratulated award recipients at Jamaica House on
June 23. The occasion was the Prime Minister’s Medal of Appreciation for Service to
Education. 

Education Ministry to Undertake Major 
Infrastructure Projects

Managing Director of the Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF), Omar Sweeney (left);
Senior Advisor to the Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Robert Miller (centre);
and Head of Co-operation, European Union Delegation, Jésus Baguena, interact with
children of the Jones Town Church of God Basic School in St. Andrew after a handover
ceremony held recently at the Jones Town Church of God. The school was refurbished at a
cost of $26 million under the JSIF’s Poverty Reduction Programme (PRP III).

Jones Town Church of God Basic School Refurbished

Minister of Education,
Youth and Information,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, addresses a recent
JIS ‘Think Tank’.

PM Hails Nation’s Teachers
25 Communities to Benefit 
from $1.25B Electricity 
Supply Project
TWENTY-FIVE commu-
nities in Kingston and St.
Andrew, St. Catherine and
St. James are to benefit
from a $1.25 billion project
to improve electricity
supply in these areas. 
      The project is part of
the Street Lighting, Instal-
lations, Loss Reduction
and Community Renewal
(SILC) initiative.
      The announcement
was made by Minister of
Science, Energy and
Technology, Hon. Dr.
Andrew Wheatley, in his
Sectoral Debate presen-
tation in the House of
Representatives on June
21.
      Dr. Wheatley noted
that SILC is aimed at
reducing electricity loss
and making access to
power more affordable,
while improving citizen
safety and security.
      He said it will build
on existing arrangements
between the Jamaica

Public Service Limited,
Jamaica Social Investment
Fund, and the National
Energy Solutions Limited
to expand electricity supply
and minimise unauthorised
connections to the national
grid.
      “We will bring these
communities into the
light by giving them a
better quality of life,” he
added.

Minister of Science,
Energy and Technology,
Hon. Dr. Andrew Wheatley,
speaking at a JIS ‘Think
Tank’ held on June 22. 

Applications for Jamaica House 
Fellowship Programme Open
THE JAMAICA House
Fellowship Programme is now
accepting applications
from qualified candidates
to serve as full-time paid
Fellows at the Office of the
Prime Minister (OPM).
      Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
announced the Programme
during his Budget presen-
tation, noting that it is
designed to provide the
Government with the serv-
ices of some of Jamaica’s
most promising young
minds and high capacity
managers. 
      “Jamaica will be at its
best when its most talented
graduates see a career in
the public service as among
their highest possible ambi-
tions,” Mr. Holness said. 
      Successful candidates
will be working under the
direct guidance and super-
vision of the Chief
Technical Director at the
OPM, Mrs. Jacqueline
Lynch-Stewart, and will be
involved in a wide range of
high impact projects.
     Mrs. Lynch-Stewart exp-
lained that as part of their
responsibilities, Fellows
will assist in providing
analysis and support to aid
in decision-making at the
highest levels while helping

to coordinate and monitor
the progress of initiatives
across Ministries, Depart-
ments and Agencies of
Government, in a timely
and efficient manner.
      They will be involved in
tasks such as gathering and
analysing data; reviewing
costs, benefits and the possi-
ble impact of policy options;
researching information to
support the evaluation of
policy options; and designing
and implementing Govern-
ment policies. 
     Candidates seeking to
participate in the Jamaica
House Fellowship Pro-
gramme must have the fol-
lowing qualifications:
i.     At least an undergraduate
        degree and must be 
       working in their chosen
       field;

ii.    A record of outstanding
       professional achievement
       in one’s career;
iii.   Evidence of leadership
       skills and achievements;
iv.   Excellent oral and written
       communication skills;
v.    Excellent research and
       organisational skills;
vi.   Evidence of a commit-
       ment to public/commu-
       nity service;
vii.  Strong interpersonal 
       skills – ability to take 
       the initiative and work
       to meet deadlines;
viii. Capacity for quick 
       learning and willingness
       to work hard and long 
       hours; and
ix.   Evidence of the ability 
       to work as part of a 
       team.
      Deadline for the receipt
of applications is August 2,
2016. Applications will
only be accepted online. The
application form can be
accessed at www.opm.gov.
jm/jamaicahousefellowship.
For further information/clari-
fication, queries can be
emailed to: JamaicaHouse
Fellowship@opm.gov.jm
or telephone: (876) 946-
4475 (straight line) or (876)
927-9941-3 (switchboard)
ext: 3333/2174. 

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness 
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