
THE GOVERNMENT
is to review Jamaica’s
foreign affairs and

foreign trade policy to
strategically align them to
the country’s growth and
development targets.
      Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness made
the disclosure on July 26 to
members of Jamaica’s diplo-
matic community in London,
at Jamaica’s High Commission
in the United Kingdom.
      He was en route to an
official working visit in
Singapore. The visit to
Singapore is part of the
Government’s move to
explore investment and
economic cooperation in
several areas.
     Mr. Holness told the staff
that the country’s foreign
policy must be taken from a
more utilitarian approach.

      “At the end of the day,
the foreign policy must sup-
port the economic and social
developments of the country.
For too long our foreign
policy has just been for foreign

policy sake. We must get some-
thing out of foreign policy.
      So we have to take a
strategic view on who we seek
to strike up relationships
with,” he explained.

      He says that the Gov-
ernment must go out into
the global market of countries
and build strategic relation-
ships that will complement
the activities in the country.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) met with members of Jamaica’s
diplomatic community in London at Jamaica’s High Commission in the United
Kingdom on July 26.
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Clinical Training for Registered Jamaican Nurses in the UK
HEALTH MINISTER, Dr.
the Hon. Christopher Tufton,
is scheduled to visit the
United Kingdom (UK)
within the next two weeks
to conclude arrangements
to facilitate clinical training
for Jamaican registered
nurses at hospitals in that
country.
      This, he said, forms
part of the Government’s
plans to expand the cadre
in the eight categories of
specialist nurses serving
the public health system,
which is 70 per cent short
of the requisite complement
in some instances.  
      Dr. Tufton said the
arrangements will also
include an exchange pro-
gramme which will see the
nurses working in Jamaica
and the UK after completing

their clinical training, adding
that a similar collaboration
is being pursued with Cuba. 
      The Minister was
speaking at the opening
healthcare plenary session
of the Jamaica 55 Diaspora
Conference, at the Jamaica
Conference Centre on July 24,
which focused on the

theme: ‘Caring our Human
Capital’.
      Dr. Tufton said Jamaica’s
public health system requires
eight categories of specialist
nurses in order to facilitate
optimal administration of
public healthcare services.
      These, he indicated,
include nurses for operating

theatres, intensive care and
psychiatric services, among
other critical areas.
      He added that the
Administration has opted
to forge partnerships with
Governments of other
countries that will facilitate
exchanges incorporating
clinical training in health
institutions.
      “We have no difficulty
training or exporting. But
we need to train more (to
meet local demand), and
that requires collaboration,”
Dr. Tufton emphasised.

80 Pre-Owned Cars Purchased
for JCF
THE GOVERNMENT
has so far acquired 80 of
200 pre-owned cars in a
bid to boost the mobility
of members of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF).
      Making a presentation
at the recently concluded
Jamaica 55 Diaspora Con-
ference held at the Jamaica
Conference Centre, Minister
of National Security, Hon.
Robert Montague, said 16
pickups have also been
acquired. 
      He further added that
25 sport utility vehicles
(SUVs) will be acquired
for divisional and area
supervisors of the JCF
this week.
      “Under the programme,
Operation Quick Fix, we
were able to repair 114
police cars that were
parked,” he noted.

      The Minister pointed
out that checkpoints have
been increased, and this
has resulted in more
seizures of contraband.
      He also informed that
Jamaica is expected to
receive a surveillance air-
craft next year as part of
new measures to
strengthen the country’s
border protection system.
He noted that the aircraft
has already been pur-
chased.
      Meanwhile, Mr.
Montague stated that a
programme was launched
this month to repair 197
police stations, and that
17 police stations had
already been repaired and
two dormitories refurbished
at the National Police
College of Jamaica.

Minister of National Security, Hon. Robert Montague
(left), greets Lead, Diaspora Crime Intervention and
Prevention Task Force, United States, Dr. Rupert Francis,
at the recently concluded Jamaica 55 Diaspora
Conference at the Jamaica Conference Centre.

Health Minister, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton

JAMAICA PROMOTIONS
Corporation (JAMPRO) is
developing a national
investment portal as part
of its three-year business
strategy.
      Minister without Port-
folio in the Ministry of
Economic Growth and Job
Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz,
said the portal will serve
as a comprehensive base
of information that facili-
tates investments in Jamaica.
      He said the portal’s
main functions will include:
information sharing; facil-
itating online application
submissions; and enabling
back office interface among
Government approval entities.

      Mr. Vaz said JAM-
PRO has, to date, issued a
request for interest for
qualified firms to develop
the web-based facility that
will provide an interface
for prospective and existing
investors in Jamaica.
      JAMPRO, which falls
under the Ministry, is the
Government’s principal
investment agency.
      The Minister was
speaking at the recently
concluded Jamaica 55
Diaspora Conference held
at the Jamaica Conference
Centre.
      Mr. Vaz also advised
that JAMPRO has com-
menced the development

of an investor guide that
will form the basis of
information to be shared
on the portal and which
outlines the steps involved
in doing business in
Jamaica.
      “It is anticipated that this
project will complement
the National Investment
Policy, and will help to
better streamline business
approvals and increase Gov-
ernment’s transparency and
accountability,” he added.

Bigger, Better Ice Cream Parlour Opens at Devon House

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett, enjoys a sample of Devon House
‘I Scream’ at the official opening of the expanded parlour on the grounds of Devon
House on July 24. Others (from left) are: Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport
Minister, Hon. Olivia Grange; former Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Edward Seaga;
and Managing Director of Scoops Unlimited, Carol Clarke-Webster. The facility was
built through $28 million in funding from the Tourism Enhancement Fund (TEF). 

National Investment Portal Being Developed 
by JAMPRO

Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic
Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz (right) and
Economic Growth Council Chairman, Michael Lee-Chin
(left), exchange greetings at the Jamaica 55 Diaspora
Growth Forum held recently at the Jamaica Conference
Centre. Looking on is Conference Chairman, Earl Jarrett.

Government Meets EGC Targets
THE GOVERNMENT
has met six of the ten
Economic Growth Council
(EGC) policy recommen-
dations targeted for imple-
mentation during the April
to June quarter under
three areas of reform.
      Chairman, Michael
Lee-Chin, says these
relate to the business cli-
mate, specifically public
procurement; asset utili-
sation, in particular debt
reduction and state asset
privatisation; and Diaspora
involvement in relation to
immigration.
      He was speaking at
the EGC’s third quarterly
report at the Spanish

Court Hotel in New
Kingston on July 27.
      Among the targets
met in the area of busi-
ness climate reform, Mr.

Lee-Chin said, was work
by the Ministry of Finance
and the Public Service to
draft the Public Procure-
ment (Techniques, Pro-
cedures and Offsets)
Regulations and Public
Procurement (Reconsi-
deration and Review)
Regulations, which were
completed and tabled in
Parliament in May.
      Additionally, he said
the Ministry completed
work to develop the
framework for public debt
reduction through a pro-
gramme of state asset
privatisation and sale.
      Mr. Lee-Chin also
advised that the Development
Bank of Jamaica met the

April timeline for the cre-
ation of a protocol sup-
porting the establishment
of enterprise teams to han-
dle transactions related to
improving the scalability
and efficiency of the pri-
vatisation and sale of state
assets, as well as the public/
private partnership process
through which these would
be pursued.
      He also said that the
Ministry of National
Security has commenced
a feasibility study to create
a Global Jamaican Immi-
gration Card for issuance
to members of the
Diaspora.

The Ministry 
completed work
to develop the 
framework for 
public debt 
reduction
through a 
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of state asset 
privatisation 
and sale.
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