PM Urges Church Leaders to
Preach Against Crime and Violence
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RIME MINISTER
the
Most
Hon.
Andrew Holness has
once again urged the
Church to be advocates in
the fight against crime and
violence.
He reiterated that “the
church can play an important role in dealing with this
issue of violence.”
The Prime Minister made
the comments at the 13th
annual National Gathering
of Heal the Family, Heal the
Nation, held at the National
Arena in Kingston on
January 3.
“Leaders, you have to
bring it to your pulpit. We
can’t allow much of what is
happening to be covered up,
particularly the abuse that is
happening within families.
We must preach out against
the fathers who are molesting
their daughters,” he stated.
“It is happening within
our midst. Some mothers
remain quiet – don’t say
anything about it; that
daughter grows up with a lot
of anger in her. She has

Education Regulation Review
Far Advanced

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) worships with Custos of St. Andrew,
Dr. Patricia Dunwell (right), and Bishop Dr. Delford Davis (left), at the Heal the Family, Heal the
Nation Prayer Conference held at the National Arena in Kingston on January 3.

children and she takes it out
on her children and all that
those children will know, is
violence. If you see something like that, it is not right.
It cannot be accepted prac-

tice in our culture. We must
expose it and preach against
it,” Mr. Holness declared.
The Prime Minister said the
church’s capacity for counselling and outreach must be

used to aid those affected by
abuse, as this represents a
“practical way we can start
to address the issue of violence… which has become a
part of our social transaction.”

Catherine, to accommodate four lanes. This is
being done to alleviate
traffic congestion.
Speaking with JIS
News, Senior Communications Officer at the
National Works Agency
(NWA), Ramona Lawson,
said upgrading of this
section of the roadway is
estimated to cost just under
$250 million.
About 2.05 kilometres
of the Fairfield road in St.
Catherine is also earmarked for rehabilitation.

This project is estimated to
cost $160 million.
“Fairfield is an urban
community in St. Catherine.
The NWA will do mainly
drainage improvement and
overlaying works with
asphaltic concrete. As part
of the scope of work, as
well, we will be constructing
1,100 metres of new drains,”
she said.
The road rehabilitation
project is being implemented by the NWA
under the second phase of
the local component of
the Major Infrastructure

Development Programme
(MIDP).
The five-year programme, valued at US$354
million, addresses the need
to increase safety on the
roads by improving a number of important thoroughfares through widening,
rehabilitation and realignment where necessary.

accepted as valid appeal
cases.
She notes that based
on the number of “aged”
cases, “we recognised that
we needed to clear the
backlog as quickly as possible, as we felt that it was
in the best interest of both
the taxpayers as well as
the revenue (arrangements).”
Once the cases are concluded,
the
revenue
(authorities) will be able
to proceed with collection
of the liabilities outstanding, and the taxpayer’s
case will be resolved in
the fastest time possible.
Hence, Ms. Kelly
added, it was decided to
implement the tax consultancy project, for which it
was determined that all
cases received within the
Division, four years and
older, should be shortlisted
for disposal. She points
out that the periods of the
assessment spanned 1998
to 2012.

“We have
reassured
them that we
have enough
competent
females who
can go and are
willing to go
on this
programme.”

$4.8B Road Rehabilitation Projects to Commence This Year

FIFTY-ONE ROAD rehabilitation projects are to
commence this year to
improve the island’s road
network, at a cost of $4.8
billion.
The work is to take
place in all parishes, will
include construction of
retaining walls, the laying
of new base and paving
with asphaltic concrete,
construction of sidewalks
and road markings.
One notable project is
the widening of six kilometres of the Naggo Head
main road in Portmore, St.

156 Cases Shortlisted By RAD for Conclusion
THE REVENUE Appeals
Division (RAD) in the
Ministry of Finance and
the Public Service has
shortlisted 156 cases for
conclusion under its twoyear Appeals Backlog
Elimination
Project,
which commenced on
June 1, 2017.
Deputy Commissioner
of the RAD, Andrea Kelly,
told JIS News that the
matters are among some
330 backlogged cases
spanning several tax categories for sums ranging
from $20,000 to $285 million, which the Division is
seeking to conclude by the
end of May 2019.
They include out-turns
for Pay As You Earn (PAYE),
income tax, general consumption tax (GCT),
stamp duty and transfer
tax, and customs duty/
value, which have been
appealed by taxpayers
who were assessed by the
principal taxing authori-

Deputy
Commissioner,
Revenue Appeals Division,
Ministry of Finance and the
Public Service, Andrea
Kelly

ties – Tax Administration
Jamaica
(TAJ)
and
Jamaica Customs Agency
(JCA).
Ms. Kelly said the 156
cases, equating to approximately $2 billion in revenue, were shortlisted
based on the timeline
when the matters were

A REVIEW of the
Education Regulation of
1980, which outlines
the framework under
which all schools should
operate, is at an advanced
stage of completion.
The
review
is
expected to address
matters directly and
indirectly
impacting
students’ performance.
These include guidelines regarding instruction
hours across school days;
safety precautions and
equipment; and student
behaviour, among other
factors.
This was disclosed
by Education, Youth and
Information
Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, during a national
broadcast on January 7.
Senator Reid said
the Ministry has commenced rolling out
examination preparation
strategies such as workshops and public education
campaigns as the Government moves to replace
the Grade Six Achievement
Test (GSAT) with the
Primary Exit Profile
(PEP) next year.
He urges parents of
students preparing for
the 2018 GSAT “to give
full support to the children” and encourage
them “even when you
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think they are not taking
their work as seriously
as they should.”
Meanwhile, Senator
Reid assured that the
Ministry will continue to
support the professional
development of teachers
as part of a capacity
building endeavour.
The Ministry will,
to that end, be working
with the National College
for Education Leadership.
“A certification programme with multiple
pathways will be developed, including prior
learning assessments for
those principals who
may need this as a
requirement to become
fully qualified, based on
the criteria established
for full appointment,”
Senator Reid stated.

More Female Participants for Overseas
Work Programme

THE GOVERNMENT is
working to increase the
number of female participants in its Overseas
Employment Programme.

Administered by the
Ministry of Labour and
Social Security, the programme offers employment
opportunities for Jamaicans in Canada and the
United States of America, in
skilled and low skilled areas.
Males often feature
prominently in the Ministry’s recruitment drives,
with many taking up farm
work jobs under the Seasonal
Agricultural Workers Programme (SAWP).
The SAWP, involves
contractual agricultural
workers who are recruited

Minister of Labour and Social Security, Hon. Shahine
Robinson (left), greets Renford Lewis (2nd right), from
the first batch of farm workers who will take up
employment opportunities for this year in Canada.
Minister Robinson hosted a send-off ceremony for the
workers at the Ministry’s Overseas Employment
Services Centre in downtown Kingston on January 3.

to meet the short-term
demand of manual labour
during planting and harvesting seasons.
While females sometimes secure jobs in this
area, they are normally
required in the latter part
of the season during the
harvesting periods.
Portfolio Minister,
Hon. Shahine Robinson,
said there is now a call
for more female workers,
especially in Canada, and
the Government is there-

Princess Margaret Hospital
Gets Ambulance

Regional Director for the South East Regional
Health Authority (SERHA), Maureen Golding,
hands over keys for an ambulance to Chairman of
the Princess Margaret Hospital, Michael McLeod,
during a ceremony on January 3 at the
Bustamante Hospital for Children in Kingston. At
right is Chief Executive Officer for the Bustamante
Hospital for Children, Anthony Wood.

fore pushing to have a
greater number involved.
“The world is moving
to have a gender balance
in most operations, and
the Canadian Government,
as is the Jamaican Government, wants to have
greater gender balance in
this programme. We are
working towards it,” she said.
The Minister was
speaking with journalists
at the Labour Ministry’s
Overseas Employment
Services Centre in downtown
Kingston
on
January 3.
Ms. Robinson informed
that Canada’s Labour
Minister, Hon. Patricia
Hajdu, has committed to
helping the Government
to boost the programme’s
female contingent.
“We have reassured
them that we have enough
competent females who
can go and are willing to
go on this programme,”
Minister Robinson said.
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