
PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness and his

Israeli counterpart, Benjamin
Netanyahu, have opened
discussions on the collabo-
ration of both Governments
in the areas of water, agri-
culture and domestic security.
      The discussions got
underway during the his-
toric bilateral meeting with
Mr. Netanyahu while Prime
Minister Holness was on a
three-day visit to Israel.
      According to a release
from the Office of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Holness out-
lined that Jamaica has long
admired Israel’s advances
in technology, cyber security,
agriculture and other areas. 
      “The potential for
cooperation between our
two countries is great and
Jamaica is very interested
in exploring those areas
of cooperation. We would
want to also pursue with
Israel economic cooperation.

I believe that in building
strong economies we can
build a peaceful world,”
Mr. Holness said.
      Meanwhile, Mr. Netanyahu
expressed optimism that

both countries can work
together successfully, noting
the Israeli Government is
eagerly interested in co-
operating with Jamaica in
fields that relate to the

economy, security and
technology.
      The Israeli Prime Min-
ister also accepted an offer
by Mr. Holness to make an
official visit to Jamaica.

ADVT.

Jamaica and Israel Discuss Cooperation Agreements
THE GOVERNMENT has
increased funding to
1-888-PROTECT (776-
8328), the hotline set up to
receive reports of child
abuse. This increased
funding will enable the
service to operate 24
hours.
      The hotline, set up by
the Office of the
Children’s Registry (OCR),
now operates 12 hours per
day.
     Minister of Education,
Youth and Information,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, made the disclosure
at a post-Cabinet press
briefing at Jamaica House
on January 11.
      He informed that the
National Parenting Support
Commission (NPSC) will
be provided with addi-
tional funding of some
$25.8 million in the
2017/18 Budget to more
effectively provide key
skills training at the
community level.

      He said these moves
are in response to recent
reports of abuse against
minors. Minister Reid
said the Government will
be providing a significant
increase in funding for
State childcare facilities
for the next financial year.
      “We are not only
hearing the cries of the
children and Jamaica,
generally, but we are
responding in a fulsome
way,” he said.

Govt Increases Funding 
to Child Abuse Hotline

Prime Minster the Most Hon Andrew Holness (left) greets Israeli Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu.

IDB Authorises Partial Use of National Procurement System

Minister of Education,
Youth and Information,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid

THE INTER-AMERICAN
Development Bank (IDB)
has authorised partial use
of the national public pro-
curement system for the
acquisition of goods and
services for IDB-funded
projects. 
      State agencies can now
use the procurement guide-
lines, rather than the IDB’s,
once these are outlined in
loan and grant agreements for
current or impending projects.
      This undertaking was
formalised in an agreement
signed by Finance and the
Public Service Minister,
Hon. Audley Shaw, and
IDB Country Department
Caribbean Group General
Manager, Therese Turner-
Jones, at the Ministry’s
National Heroes Circle
offices on January 11.
      Mr. Shaw said the
decision by the IDB resulted

from its review of the pro-
curement system at the
Government’s request.

      He said the review
showed that Jamaica’s pro-
curement procedures were

on par with IDB policies and
international best practices.
      “In fact, it was noted
that in some instances, the
Government’s procedures
surpassed the IDB’s policy,
which is an indication that
the partial use of the Jam-
aican procurement system
in IDB-financed projects will
not create any challenges in
project implementation, with
the procedures currently in
place,” he noted.
      Meanwhile, Mr. Shaw
said the public procurement
regulatory and institutional
frameworks are being
strengthened as part of the
Administration’s moder-
nisation programme.
      This, he explained, is in
order to create a more effi-
cient and effective system
that aligns with international
best practices.

Finance and the Public Service Minister, Hon. Audley
Shaw (left), makes a point to Inter-American
Development Bank Country Department Caribbean
Group General Manager, Therese Turner-Jones, at a
press conference held at the Ministry’s National Heroes
Circle offices on January 11.

THE MINISTER of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Trade
is reporting a 64 per cent
reduction in the number of
Jamaicans who have been
denied entry to Trinidad
and Tobago for the period
March to December 2016.
      Portfolio Minister,
Senator the Hon. Kamina
Johnson Smith, said there
have also been fewer com-
plaints of mistreatment.
      “We received feed-
back from travellers and
through enquiries by our
Jamaican High Commission
in Port-of-Spain that there
is generally an improved
experience at immigration,”
she noted.
      Senator Johnson Smith
was speaking at a press
conference at her Domi-
nica Drive offices in New
Kingston on January 11, to
outline the Ministry’s
achievements in 2016.
      Last year, scores of
Jamaicans complained
about being mistreated by
immigration officials at
Trinidad’s Piarco Inter-
national Airport after they
had been refused entry
into the country.

      Following a visit to
Jamaica by Prime Minister
of the twin-island republic,
Dr. Keith Rowley, in July,
an action plan was drafted
outlining cooperation pro-
grammes and activities.

      Senator Johnson Smith
said that the Ministry is
pleased with the measures
taken by the Trinidadian
Government in solving the
immigration issues.
      She noted that an area
at the Piarco International
Airport has been retro-
fitted to comfortably accom-
modate persons, including
Jamaicans, who are not
landed, while they await
return to their country of
origin. In addition, immi-
gration officials have been
trained.

64 Per Cent Reduction in
Jamaicans Denied Entry to T&T

PLANS ARE advanced
for the construction of a
220-bed hospital for chil-
dren in western Jamaica.
      The Governments of
Jamaica and China on
January 9 signed an agree-
ment for the building of
the Hospital in Montego
Bay, St. James at the
Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade Ministry in
New Kingston.
      The facility, the first to
be constructed in the
island since the May Pen
Hospital was built in the
1970s, will provide

increased access to paedi-
atric treatment and care.
      Health Minister, Dr.
the Hon. Christopher
Tufton, said the facility
will bring additional beds
to the nation’s health system.
      “When I visited the
Bustamante Hospital, I
was told that they needed
at least another 100 beds
to satisfy the needs. The
fact that we’re building a
220-bed facility says to
me that we’re able to now
deal fairly adequately with
the demands of childcare,”
he said.

      Dr. Tufton noted that
the new facility will enable
Jamaica to meet the targets
under the United Nations
Millennium Development
Goals, particularly as they
relate to the health status
of the nation’s children.
      He said that following
completion of the new hos-
pital, families from western
Jamaica and surrounding
environs will be able to
access specialised care for

children under 12 years of
age and adolescents closer
to their communities. 

Children’s Hospital to be Built in MoBay

Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Minister, Senator the
Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith (centre) exchanges
signed documents with China’s Ambassador to
Jamaica, His Excellency Niu Qingbao (right), for the
construction of the Western Hospital for Children in St.
James. The signing of the letters of exchange was held
on January 9 at the Foreign Affairs Ministry in New
Kingston. Looking on is Health Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher Tufton.

Minister without Portfolio in the
Ministry of Industry, Commerce,
Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon.
J.C. Hutchinson (second right),
listens as Executive Director,
Caribbean Agricultural Research
and Development Institute (CARDI),
Barton Clarke (3rd right) explains
the purpose of a seed extractor,
which was among equipment
and supplies donated to the
Ministry by CARDI. Also pic-
tured (from left) are Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry, Donovan
Stanberry; and Agricultural
Attaché, Delegation of the
European Union in Jamaica,
Stefano Cilli. The donation was
presented during a ceremony at
the Hope Gardens offices of the
Ministry in St. Andrew, on
January 11.

CARDI Donates $2.5M in Equipment and Supplies

“The fact that we’re
building a 220-bed
facility says to me
that we’re able to
now deal fairly
adequately with
the demands of
childcare.”

Last year, scores
of Jamaicans 

complained about
being mistreated
by immigration

officials at
Trinidad’s Piarco

International
Airport.

Bulletin Jan. 16, 2017.qxp_Layout 1  1/13/17  4:11 PM  Page 1


