
THE MINISTRY of
Science, Energy and
Technology, on Wed-

nesday (December 27), com-
missioned its first solar-
powered community com-
puter laboratory.
      Located in Sterling
Castle, St. Andrew, the facility
enables community members
to access the internet and
other information commu-
nication technology services
at no cost.
      The Internet café, dubbed
'The Link - Sterling Castle',
was made possible through
a partnership with the Uni-
versal Service Fund (USF),
and the FLOW Foundation.
The one-year project was
completed at a cost of $7.8
million.
      Speaking at the com-
missioning of the centre,
Portfolio Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Andrew Wheatley,
said the cybercafé will
unlock a world of possibilities
for community members
through increased access to
the Internet. 

      “We are approaching
the '300 mark' in terms of
number of community access
points (cybercafés) estab-
lished across the island by
the USF and in conducting
our audit of these facilities,
one of the challenges identi-
fied was the high cost of
electricity. In some cases, the

high energy costs caused
centres to reduce their oper-
ating hours or even close their
doors,” Minister Wheatley
said.
      He added that in response
to these challenges the Min-
istry will outfit 100 commu-
nity access points with solar
systems by March 31, 2018,

and several other sites
during the next financial
year.
      The project comprised
the installation of 15 desk-
top computers, one server
unit, two multifunctional
inkjet printers, worksta-
tions, AC units, projector
and projector screen, as well
as a wireless router and two
UPS units.
      The centre was also
equipped with a 9kW grid
tie solar system, with excess
solar energy generated from
the set-up to be sold back to
the grid.

Solar Powered Cybercafé 
Commissioned 

Minister of Science Energy and Technology, Dr the Hon. Andrew Wheatley (centre), cuts
the ribbon to officially open the Internet café, dubbed 'The Link - Sterling Castle' during a
ceremony held on December 27 at the Alpine Mennonite Church in the community. Others
observing from left are: Chairman of the Universal Service Fund Board of Directors, Robert
Lawrence, and Executive Chairman of the FLOW Foundation, Errol Miller.
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JUSTICE MINISTER,
Hon. Delroy Chuck,
says the Ministry is
looking to table the
Child Diversion Bill in
Parliament in January
2018.
      He said the Bill will
go to Cabinet in short
order for approval.
      The Minister was
speaking at a press con-
ference at his Constant
Spring Road offices in
St. Andrew recently.  
      The Bill aims to
address the needs of
children involved in vio-
lent incidents, providing
some alternative for
them outside of the for-
mal justice system.
      Turning to other leg-
islative measures, Min-
ister Chuck cited steps
being taken to amend
the law to enable a single
judge adjudicating cases
of human trafficking.
      He gave assurance
that all “the Ministry’s
(legislative) Bills are

being dealt with expedi-
tiously.” 
      As it relates to the
establishment of the
Human Rights Institute,
he said that “this is
actively under consider-
ation and will be dealt
with in the early part of
next year.”
      The Human Rights
Institute will comple-
ment the existing net-
work of institutions that
are mandated to protect
the rights of nationals.
The Office of the Public
Defender will be sub-
sumed into the entity.
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THE NATIONAL Health
Fund (NHF) is the over-
all winner of the Public
Sector Corporate Gover-
nance (PSCG) Awards for
the 2016/17 financial year.
      The Awards seek to
incentivise public bodies
that demonstrate exem-
plary service and compli-
ance to the Public Bodies
Management and Account-
ability Act (PBMAA)
and the Corporate
Governance Framework
for Public Bodies (CGF)
during the financial year.
      The aim is to pro-
mote awareness of and
adherence to the principles
of good corporate gover-
nance, and encourage
improvement in the stan-
dard of disclosure.
      The Awards covered
four categories and an
overall winner. The cate-
gories include Board
Composition, Functions
and Structure, which was
presented to the National
Health Fund; Corporate
Governance Policies, Pro-
cedures and Practices –
Jamaica Deposit Insurance
Corporation; Compliance
and Disclosure of Infor-
mation – Development

Bank of Jamaica; as well
as Risk Measurement and
Internal Controls – Develop-
ment Bank of Jamaica. 
      The Development
Bank of Jamaica also
copped the best annual
report award.
      In an interview with
JIS News, Chief Executive
Officer, NHF, Everton
Anderson, said the Fund
is focused on abiding by
the principles of real cor-
porate governance and
growing the organisation
in a way that is aligned

with best practice as it
relates to governance,
management and account-
ability.
      “It really is a pleasure
to accept this award, and
it really is a message to all
public entities that we can
excel, despite whatever
challenges we face in the
sector,” Mr. Anderson said.
      He emphasised that
governance in the public
sector requires the attention
of all, adding that the Fund
is committed to doing even
more going forward. 

MIDA Assists 1,396 Microenterprises in 2016/17
FOR THE 2016/17 fiscal
year, the Micro Invest-
ment Development Agency
(MIDA), through micro-
finance organisations
(MFOs), disbursed a total
of $143.58 million to finance
1,396 microenterprises. 
      The figures have been
included in the MIDA
2016/17 annual report,
which was tabled in the
House of Representatives
recently.
      Through a revolving
pool of resources generated
primarily from the Gov-
ernment of Jamaica/
Government of the
Netherlands Loan Port-
folio, MIDA provides
financing to assist new

and existing micro, small
and medium-sized enterprise
(MSMEs) in agriculture,
manufacturing and services,
among other sectors.
      In terms of loan distri-
bution by sectors, the
report informs that the
service sector in 2016/17
received $122.17 million,
or 87 per cent of total
loans granted, compared
to $120.52 million for the
previous year. 
      The manufacturers
accessed $6.10 million in
loans when compared to
$3.50 million for the pre-
vious year, an increase of
$2.6 million.
      The agricultural sector
received $15.30 million

or eight per cent of the
total value of loans granted,
compared to $13.17 mil-
lion for the previous year,
an increase of $2.13
million. 
      Since its inception in
1991, MIDA has disbursed
$3.48 billion to the
MSMEs sector and has
recovered some $2.9 bil-
lion as of March 2017, the
report outlines.
      MIDA was established
primarily to promote,
encourage and facilitate
the development of the
MSME sector in Jamaica,
as part of the Government’s
strategy to create
wealth and gener-
ate employment.

73 Graduate from National Military Training 
and Apprenticeship Programme

NHF is Overall Winner of PSCG Award

Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance and the
Public Service, Hon. Fayval Williams (2nd left); and
Vice President, Private Sector Organisation of Jamaica,
Dennis Cohen (left), present the Public Sector
Corporate Governance (PSCG) Award for the 2016/17
financial year to Director, National Health Fund,
Cecile Watson (2nd right); and Chief Executive Officer,
National Health Fund, Everton Anderson.

State Minister in the National Security Ministry, Senator the Hon. Pearnel Charles
Jnr. (seated centre), along with Programme Manager of the Citizen Security and Justice
Programme, Simeon Robinson (4th right), and Acting Charge D’Affaires, Canadian
High Commission, Walter Berynck (fifth right), with graduates of the National Military
Engagement Training and Apprenticeship Programme at the graduation ceremony held
at the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) on December 28. The programme prepares at-risk
youth for the labour market through on-the-job training in various vocational skills.

THE CARIBBEAN Public
Health Agency-Drug
Testing Laboratory in
Jamaica (CARPHA-DTL)
has been certified by the
Jamaica National Agency for
Accreditation (JANAAC), as
the first pharmaceutical labo-
ratory in the island.  
      Accreditation of
CARPHA for laboratory
testing and calibration
techniques is in compliance
with the ISO 17025 stan-
dard, and marks a signifi-

cant endorsement of the
agency’s capabilities to
test the quality of pharma-
ceutical finished products
in order to ensure safe and
consistent care of patients.
      These products include
capsules, tablets, creams,
ointments, suspensions,
syrups, and lotions.
      The JANAAC certifi-
cation will allow the agency
to act as the gatekeeper to
test and prevent illegal/
counterfeit prescriptions,

drug, medicines and other
pharmaceuticals being cir-
culated in Jamaica and the
wider region.
      As the single regional
public health agency for
the Caribbean, CARPHA’s
international accreditation
for laboratory testing will
mean that access to health-
care and essential quality
medicines/pharmaceutical
products will be improved
and be of greater standard.
      CARPHA’S Executive
Director, Dr. C. James
Hospedales, says the agency
stands to benefit greatly
from the certification, which,
he notes, distinguishes it
from other pharmaceutical
quality-control facilities.
      He says the agency
plays a critical role in pro-
viding valuable information
that informs decision making
and influences policy
across the region in order
to strengthen health systems,
thereby promoting healthy
lives and well-being.
      Dr. Hospedales, who
was speaking at the
accreditation ceremony
held recently at the lab’s
Hope Gardens offices in
St. Andrew, says that the
certification aligns with
CARICOM’s strategy of
advancing initiatives for
health and wellness by
ensuring access to safe,
reliable medicines.

CARPHA Certified as First Pharmaceutical 
Lab in Jamaica

Executive Director of the Caribbean Public Agency-Drug
Testing Laboratory (CARPHA-DTL), Dr C. James
Hospedales (2nd right), displays the certificate of accred-
itation presented by Chairman of the Accreditation
Council of the Jamaica National Agency for Accreditation
(JANAAC), Simon Roberts (centre), during a ceremony
held recently at CARPHA’S Hope Gardens offices in St.
Andrew. Others (from left) are former Head of Department
at CARPHA, Dr. Lucette Cargill; Technical Officer for
Accreditation, CARICOM Regional Organisation for
Standards and Quality (CROSQ), Stephen Farquharson;
and Acting Head of CARPHA, Sonia Thomas Gordon.
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