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HE FIGHT against
crime remains a
major national priority, with the Government
committing
additional
resources and support to the
security forces for the
2018/19 fiscal year.

The Government
will continue to
focus on
strengthening its
administrative and
technological
capabilities,
crime-prevention
and community
safety measures.

This was disclosed by
Governor-General
His
Excellency the Most Hon.
Sir Patrick Allen, who
delivered the Throne Speech
to open the new session of
Parliament in Gordon
House on February 15 under
the theme ‘Continuing on
the Path to Prosperity’.
He noted that organised
crime, along with the violence
and homicide it produces, is
the biggest threat to citizens’ security, and continues
to stymie the growth and
prosperity of the country.
The Governor-General
said the Administration will
be seeking approval for a
number of legislative measures designed to improve
crime-fighting efforts and
better enable law enforcement
agencies to stem criminal
activities.

These include the
Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act, Finger Prints
(Amendment) Act, Firearms
(Amendment) Act, Criminal
Justice (Suppression of
Criminal Organisations)
Act, Parole Amendment)
Act, and the Justice Protection (Amendment) Bill.
In addition to the legislative measures, the Government will continue to
focus on strengthening its
administrative and technological capabilities, crimeprevention and community
safety measures, and rehabilitation and redemption.
The justice system will
also be given special attention in order to reduce the
backlog of cases and
improve efficiency and
effectiveness.
The Governor-General
said the Government has

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd left) and wife and Member of Parliament for St. Andrew East
Rural, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness (2rd left), lead Government Ministers into Gordon House at the Ceremonial
Opening of Parliament on February 15.

committed to enabling
growth and national development through a sound
and predictable macroeconomic policy framework
that maintains low inflation,

Governor-General His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir
Patrick Allen, delivers the Throne Speech at the
Ceremonial Opening of Parliament at Gordon House,
on February 15. It was done under the theme
‘Continuing on the Path to Prosperity’.

a stable exchange rate,
competitive interest rates;
and improving revenue
administration by creating a
simple, equitable and competitive tax environment to
enhance growth and ensure
greater compliance.
Other areas of focus
highlighted in the Throne
Speech
include
programmes to rehabilitate and
make new investments in
critical health infrastructure;
accelerating construction of
affordable housing and providing greater access to
funding; construction and
maintenance of water and
irrigation systems; commencement and completion
of road projects to ease congestion and improve road
safety and security; and
scaling up programmes to
reach more unattached
youth.

Gov’t and Stakeholders Will Strive to Work Closer – PM

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
says the Government and
its stakeholders will strive
to work closer together to
better serve the citizens of
Jamaica.
“We all have our separate roles in Government, and though we are
separated by virtue of our
roles and functions, we
are still part of one body;
and when we work together
for the common good of
Jamaica, we stand a better
chance of succeeding than
if we work separately,” he
said.
The Prime Minister
was speaking at a luncheon hosted for parliamentarians on the lawns of
Jamaica House, following
the ceremonial opening of
Parliament on February 15.
Mr. Holness stressed
that the Government’s
position is to build partnerships across the society,
with every sector working
together seamlessly.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (standing) speaks with (from left)
Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Karl Samuda;
Member of Parliament for South Trelawny, Marisa Dalrymple Philibert; and Minister
of Health, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, at a luncheon hosted for Parliamentarians
and support staff on the lawns of Jamaica House on February 15.

“There is interconnectedness, and when we
acknowledge that… and
we work together, we can
achieve great things,” he
said.
The Prime Minister
said the Government also
welcomes input from the
Opposition, noting that
the lengthy discussion he

had with Leader of the
Opposition, Dr. Peter
Phillips, was mutually
beneficial, particularly
discussions about roads
and the traffic situation.
“Having the opportunity to exchange ideas
outside of a political
atmosphere is beneficial
for the country,” he said.

industries, resulting from
several factors.
These include: increased
local demand associated
with projected higher
levels of employment
and investments; growth
in external demand for
Jamaica’s goods and
services; strengthening of
competitiveness in some
industries, following plant
upgrades during 2017/18;
improvements in the
business environment;
the roll-out of major
strategic investment projects; and recovery from

the negative impact of
flooding and excess rainfall last year.
These developments
are expected to spur
domestic output and result
in increased activities
mainly in the following
industries: Agriculture,
Fishing and Forestry,
which is expected to
rebound by seven per
cent;
Mining
and
Quarrying – 25 per cent;
Hotels and Restaurants –
four per cent; and
Electricity and Water
Supply – 2.5 per cent.

Gov’t Presents Budget of
$773.6 Billion for 2018/19
THE GOVERNMENT
intends to spend $773.6
billion for fiscal year
2018/19, with $560 billion
allocated for recurrent
(house keeping) expenses
and $213.6 billion for
capital (development)
projects.
Details of the projections are outlined in
the Estimates of Expenditure, which were tabled
in the House of Representatives on February 15
by Minister of Finance
and the Public Service,
Hon. Audley Shaw.
The Ministry of Finance
and the Public Service
has been allocated the
largest sum, with $240
billion for recurrent
expenses and $155 billion
for capital expenditure.
A large portion of the
sum will go towards
meeting Jamaica’s debt
obligations.
Large sums have also
been allocated to several
other Ministries by the
Government.
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Information get the second
largest amount with $103
billion for recurrent
expenses and $1.6 billion
for capital spending.
The Ministry of Health
has been allocated $64
billion for recurrent
expenses and $2.16 bil-

Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw, tables the
2018/19 Estimates of
Expenditure in the House
of Representatives on
February 15.

lion for capital projects,
while the Ministry of
National Security has
received $66 billion for
recurrent expenditure and
$12.4 billion for capital
projects.
For the Ministry of
Economic Growth and
Job Creation, $12.7 billion has been allocated
for recurrent and $21 billion for capital; Ministry
of Justice, $7.7 billion for
recurrent and $1.8 billion
for capital; and Office of
the Prime Minister, $5.89
billion, recurrent and $5.5
billion, capital.

Apartments to be Constructed in Denham Town

2.5 Per Cent Growth Projected for 2018/19
THE ECONOMY is projected to grow by 2.5 per
cent over the 2018/19
fiscal year.
This, according to the
Government’s Fiscal Policy
Paper for the period,
which was tabled in the
House of Representatives
on February 15, by
Finance and the Public
Service Minister, Hon.
Audley Shaw.
This projection, according to the document, is
based on continued
strengthening of most

Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon.
Dr. Horace Chang (right), and Member of Parliament for Western Kingston and
Minister of Local Government and Community Development, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie (left), discuss aspects of the site plan for the Denham Town redevelopment
project with contractor, Desmond Monroe, of SM Quality Construction. Occasion was
the signing ceremony for a $72.1 million contract to undertake the construction of
28 apartments in Denham Town. The event took place at the Ministry’s offices
in New Kingston, on February 13.
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