Ground Broken for BPO Project

P

RIME MINISTER
the
Most
Hon.
Andrew
Holness
broke ground for an additional 63,000 square feet
of office space to facilitate
expansion of the growing
Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry,
in Montego Bay, on
August 25.
The building, which is
expected to be completed
by early next year, is being
constructed
in
the
Montego Bay Freezone.
Speaking at the ceremony, Mr. Holness said
the new facility will further cement Jamaica’s
place as a major player in
the global BPO sector.
“The 63,000 square
feet will increase BPO
type space by 10 per cent
within the Montego Bay
Freezone, and bring total
space in the zone to
665,000 square feet,” the
Prime Minister said,
adding that the country
continues to leverage its

Economy Records Growth

THE PLANNING Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) is
forecasting economic growth
between 0.5 to 1.5 per
cent, for the July to
September quarter.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre), breaks ground for the construction
of 63,000 square feet of new office space for the Business Process Outsourcing (BPO)
sector in the Montego Bay Freezone, on August 25. Joining the Prime Minister (from
left) are: President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Port Authority of Jamaica,
Professor Gordon Shirley; Attorney General and Member of Parliament for West
Central St. James, Hon. Marlene Malahoo Forte; Minister without Portfolio in the
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang and Mayor of
Montego Bay, Councillor Glendon Harris.

position in the international BPO market.
Mr. Holness, in citing
Montego Bay’s top position in the local BPO sector, pointed out that it is a

major source of employment for Jamaicans, while
providing support for other
industries.
He noted that although
the BPO sector continues

to grow at a rapid rate,
with 16 per cent growth in
the last financial year, the
Government is pushing for
even further expansion of
the industry.

1,200 Land Titles to be Delivered for 2016/17

to have a vested interest in
building Jamaica land we
love,” he said.

PRIME MINISTER the
Most
Hon.
Andrew
Holness, says he expects
the target of delivering
1,200 land titles for the
2016/17 financial year will
be achieved, and possibly
surpassed.
He said this is largely
as a result of the signing of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
the Land Administration and
Management Programme
(LAMP) and the Development Bank of Jamaica
(DBJ) for the provision of
a $90 million grant to fund
the initiative.
Mr. Holness said some
600 titles have been handed
over since the signing of
the agreement in 2014,
with an additional 1,000
now being processed. The
grant assists beneficiaries
in acquiring the land titles,
as well as with incidental

costs, including the surveying of lands.
The Prime Minister was
addressing a ceremony, held at
Jamaica House on August 23,
to hand over some 220 land
titles to individuals from
parishes across the country.
He commended the
DBJ, LAMP, as well as the

recipients for all the effort
put into getting the titles
done.
“We are seeking to
empower all Jamaicans
with a renewed sense of
ownership and pride ... by
ensuring that each person
has a title for their land.
We want every Jamaican

THE STATISTICAL Institute
of Jamaica (STATIN) is
reporting that the country’s
labour force increased by
53,100 persons to 1,353,500
as at April 2016.
According to STATIN’s
Labour Force Survey for
that month, 1,168,600 persons secured employment,
representing an increase of
40,100 over the corresponding period in 2015.
Planning Institute of
Jamaica (PIOJ) Director
General, Dr. Wayne Henry,
speaking at the Institute’s
quarterly media briefing
held at its head office in
New Kingston on August
24, said eight of the 16
industry groups recorded
increased
employment
levels consequent on

recruiting a greater number
of persons.
“The largest increases
were recorded for hotel
and restaurant services, up
12,900 persons; construction, up 12,500 persons;
other community, social
and personal service activities, up 8,800 persons; and
manufacturing, up 7,900
persons,” he outlined.
Meanwhile, Dr. Henry
said the expansion in the
labour force was attributable to several factors.
These, he outlined,
include an increase in the
working-age population,
14 years and older, by
4,100 persons and a contraction in the number of
persons outside the labour
force by 49,000 persons.

Dr. Henry said the
main reasons for the contraction were a reduction in
the number of individuals
indicating they did not
want to work, by 43,300
persons; a 5,500 decline in
the number of persons
indicating that they were
staying home with dependents; and a 3,500 reduction
in the number of persons
indicating they were at
school part-time.
The Director General
said as a result of the
expanded labour force, the
unemployment rate recorded for April stood at 13.7
per cent.
This, he indicated, was
0.4 per cent higher than the
figure for the corresponding period in 2015.

Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) Director General,
Dr. Wayne Henry.

Newly appointed Director General, Dr. Wayne
Henry, said this is expected
after the country recorded
a 1.1 per cent out-turn for
the April to June period.
Noting that economic
growth for the first six
months of the 2016 calendar
year increased by 0.9 per

cent over the corresponding period last year, the
Director General said the
out-turn for the 2016/17
fiscal year is projected to
range between one and
two per cent.
He was speaking at the
PIOJ’s media briefing for
the April to June quarter,
which was held at the
Institute’s head office in
New Kingston, on August 24.
Dr. Henry said the
quarter’s out-turn largely
reflected favourable weather
conditions which positively
impacted the agriculture,
forestry and fishing industry,
and contributed to the continued strengthening of the
global economy, notably
hotels and restaurants.
Also in the mix was
improved domestic demand,
following stronger business and consumer confidence, and increased construction activities associated with hotel developments and new office
space facilitating the business process outsourcing
(BPO) sector.

CAC Urges Parents to Prioritise When
Buying Textbooks

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right)
hands over a land title to Donald Miller, one of over 220
recipients of land titles at a ceremony held, at Jamaica
House, on August 23.

Labour Force up by 53,100

THE CONSUMER Affairs
Commission (CAC) is urging
parents to prioritise when
purchasing textbooks for
the new school year.
Speaking at a JIS
‘Think Tank’ on August 24,
Chief Executive Officer,
Dolsie Allen, said parents
should consult the schools
to find out the recommended books for the first
half of the school year
before buying.
“This will help you to
budget better. Do not purchase all the books from
the list at once. Utilise the
approved list endorsed by
the Ministry of Education,” Mrs. Allen advised.
She also recommended
that parents utilise the
National Textbook Rental
Scheme or purchase preowned books as a means
of cutting cost.

Chief Executive Officer of the Consumer Affairs
Commission (CAC), Dolsie Allen (left), addresses a JIS
‘Think Tank’ on August 24. Director of Research at the
CAC, Charmaine Thomas, is at the right.

The annual textbook survey shows that the cost of
text books has increase
four per cent over last year.
The CAC partnered
with the Ministry of
Education, Youth and
Information to conduct the
annual textbook survey

GSAT Students Recognised

between July 25 and
August 5, 2016 in 13
parishes across Jamaica.
Consumers can visit the
CAC’s website to compare
prices for particular textbooks across stores at:
http://www.consumer
affairsjamaica.gov.jm/

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre, back row); Cabinet Secretary,
Ambassador the Hon. Douglas Saunders (left); and Permanent Secretary in the
Office of the Prime Minister (OPM), Audrey Sewell (right), with the 2016
Grade Six Achievement Test (GSAT) awardees, who are children of staff
members at OPM and the Cabinet Office, at a ceremony, held on August 24,
at the OPM.
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