Gov’t to Hold Consultations with
Stakeholders on Sale of ALPART
C
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ONSULTATIONS
WITH stakeholders
are being held by the
Government regarding the
sale of Alumina Partners of
Jamaica (ALPART), one of
the country’s largest bauxite
plants, to China’s Jinquan
Iron and Steel Company
(JISCO).
Participants include representatives from the
Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), the Jamaica
Bauxite Institute (JBI) and the
National Environment and
Planning Agency (NEPA).
In a statement from the
Office of the Prime
Minister, consultations are

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness

to be arranged with the
Climate Control Advisory
Committee, as well as other

stakeholders, as the Government prepares to receive
and consider definitive plans
regarding the development
of ALPART.
Given the magnitude of
the proposed transaction,
which holds great potential
for the development and
expansion of the mining
sector, Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
has directed NEPA to ensure
that it has the requisite
expertise to effectively
assess, monitor and advise
the Government.
“The Government of
Jamaica re-affirms its commitment to a transparent

and rigorous process of
balancing economic growth
aspirations, our environmental imperatives and our
international obligations,”
Mr. Holness said.
The release stated that
the Administration is closely
following the public discourse surrounding the
proposed developments and
takes note of the concerns
raised, as well as the benefits
anticipated by various interests and stakeholders.
JISCO and their principals are expected to visit
the island sometime next
month.

No Compromise on Early Childhood Thrust – PM

PRIME MINISTER the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness says
there will be no compromise
on the educational standards
set by the Early Childhood
Commission (ECC).
He noted that the 17
early childhood institutions
which have already been
certified through the quality
assurance mechanism of the
ECC stand as an indication
of the level of quality
required.
He added that more
work is to be done to
improve the infrastructure and
management of education at
these institutions.
“Our children deserve the
best education possible, which
we must not compromise,” the
Prime Minister emphasised.

Mr. Holness, who was
addressing the launch of the
Little Leaders programme by
the National Baking Company
Foundation, at the Jamaica

Pegasus hotel in Kingston
on August 9, said the mission
is to maintain excellence
and bring up all children to
the highest standards.

He acknowledged that
there has been significant
work to build the capacity
of teachers and school
administrators, as well as
to enhance lesson delivery
at the early childhood level.
Meanwhile, Mr. Holness
congratulated the National
Baking Company for the
launch of the Little Leaders
programme, which will be
distributing learning kits to
more than 2,500 institutions
islandwide, beginning in
September.
The initiative targets
children between the ages of
three and six years, and has
the objective of minimising
the disparity in learning
of children in this age
group.

MINISTER OF Science,
Energy and Technology, Dr.
the Hon. Andrew Wheatley,
says the Government is to
finalise an agreement with
Eight Rivers Energy
Company to build and
operate a 33.1 megawatt
solar facility at Paradise
Park in Westmoreland.

The project will contribute to the grid US8.54
cents per kWh, and represents an investment of
US$50 million.
Construction, Dr. Wheatley
noted, is slated to start in
2016/ 2017 with supply to
the grid commencing in
2018.

The Minister, who was
addressing the opening of
the Blue Mountain Renewables (BMR) wind project
in Potsdam, St. Elizabeth,
on August 11, said with the
granting of the new licence,
the doors are now wide
open to “facilitate even
greater investment opportunities in the country.”
“This will be the lowest
cost ever for solar power in
Jamaica. It will also advance

the Government’s major policy
objective, namely, the diversification of Jamaica’s energy
supply mix to reduce cost
and dependence on imported
oil,” Dr. Wheatley said.
He also explained that
the Government will return
to the market with a new
Request for Proposal for 100
Megawatts of renewable
energy, plus an additional
50 megawatts in a separate
Waste to Energy proposal.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left)
converses with Patron of the National Baking Company
Foundation, Butch Hendrickson, after a tour of the mobile
classroom dubbed ‘Training Wheels’, on August 9, at the
Jamaica Pegasus hotel in Kingston.

Agreement for 33.1 Megawatt Solar Facility to be Finalised
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Jamaica Customs Acquires
New Patrol Boat

Tourism Providers to Benefit
From $500M Loan Facility
THE TOURISM Ministry
is partnering with the
National Export-Import
Bank to provide a $500
million loan facility for
the sector’s small and
medium-size goods and
service providers.
Portfolio Minister,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
said that negotiations are
being finalised for the
establishment of the
facility, through which
persons in select sectors
will be able to access up
to $25 million.
He was speaking with
JIS News following a
linkages network strategy
session at the Jamaica
Pegasus hotel in New
Kingston, on August 10.
Loans will be offered
to providers in the subsectors of health and

wellness,
knowledge,
shopping, and sport and
entertainment, which are
being given focus as part of
the drive to grow tourism.
The objective is to
increase the production
of goods and services
locally for the tourism
sector.
The EXIM Bank’s
provision will complement
a $100 million arrangement
already in place with JN
Small Business Loans
Limited for industry
stakeholders.
Mr. Bartlett said the
Ministry’s decision to
negotiate additional funding support was consistent with “our interest
to enable the small entrepreneurs to become big
providers of goods within
the industry.”

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (centre), shares
pleasantries with Tourism Linkages Council member,
Kevin Hendrickson (right), during the Ministry’s network
strategy session at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in New
Kingston on Wednesday, August 10. Also sharing the
moment is Permanent Secretary in the Ministry, Jennifer
Griffith.

Software Upgrade at AGD

SERVICE DELIVERY by
the Administrator General’s
Department (AGD) is set
to improve as a result of
a US$696,300 software
upgrade.
With the Trust and
Estate Management System
(TEMS), the agency will
be replacing its old Trust
Administration Software.
The new system has
the capacity to process
all aspects of estate administration, from trust administration to financial and
investment related activities.
It will also enable
easier access to information; provide assistance
in the identification and
assessment of the risks
attendant on the agency’s
operations, and facilitate
quicker decision-making
and timelier reporting to
stakeholders.

“I strongly believe that
the software was well considered, and it will certainly
enhance the work of every
employe…,” said Minister
of Justice, Hon. Delroy
Chuck, at a signing ceremony for the system, held
on August 11, at the
AGD’s downtown Kingston
offices.
The Minister called on
staff members to buy into
the new system as it will
help them to achieve their
targets and assist in timely
delivery of service to their
clients.
Meanwhile, Administrator General and Chief
Executive Officer, Lona
Brown, said the ability to
have accurate reports and
information at “our fingertips” will facilitate efficient
and quality service to beneficiaries all over the world.

Finance and Public Service Minister,
Hon. Audley Shaw (right), and State
Minister, Hon. Rudyard Spencer (centre),
along with Jamaica Customs Agency
(JCA) Customs Officer, Peter Limtom,
take a trial run in the ‘Skip McLaughlin’
following the vessel’s commissioning at
the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF)
Marine headquarters in Newport
East, Kingston, on Tuesday,
August 9.
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