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Gov’t Will Build on Legacy of
Nation Builders – PM
P

RIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the
government will build on the
legacy of the 65 recipients of
medals of appreciation, who
have been recognised for their
sterling service to the nation.
“We must ensure that
your contributions are lasting
and to the benefit of generations to come. We will do so
by building on your legacies
and contributions to ensure
that Jamaica actualises into a
State with a sustained and
vibrant economy, and a culture that is sound and well
anchored,” he told the
awardees.
Mr. Holness was speaking
at a ceremony held on the
lawns of Jamaica House on
April 25, at which he conferred
the honourees with the Prime
Minister’s
Jamaica
55
commemorative Medal of
Appreciation for 2017.
He said the awardees
have made indelible marks in
their respective fields and, by
extension, Jamaica.
“your service has undoubtedly made the country’s eco-

Logistics Hub Initiative
Materialising

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) presents Carolyn Russell-Smith
(right) with her award for Service to Education and the Creative Arts during the Prime
Minister’s Medal of Appreciation Awards ceremony held on the lawns of Jamaica House
on Wednesday April 25. Assisting is aide-de-camp assigned to the Prime Minister for
the function, Major Karl McKen.
nomic, social and cultural
fabric richer and stronger. We
salute and recognise you,” he
said.
The Prime Minister noted
that the deserving awardees,
who were drawn from a wide

cross-section of sectors, have
surmounted challenges and
have prevailed, remaining
focused on carrying on the work
to make Jamaica a better place.
“While we recognise and
celebrate with you today, we

know that we can never
say thank you enough for
the extraordinary commitment
and dedication you have
shown and the positive
impact that you are making,”
he said.

NHF Launches ‘Quick Prescript’ Mobile Application
THe nATiOnAL Health Fund
(nHF) has launched a mobile
application (app), ‘Quick
Prescript’, which will facilitate
the speedy filling of prescriptions issued to persons at
public medical facilities by
nHF-operated Drug Serv
pharmacies.

The app, which was
unveiled at the Spanish court
Hotel, new Kingston, on April
24, is free of cost and enables
persons to take, upload and
submit photos of prescriptions
to any Drug Serv pharmacy.
individuals will be contacted
by the designated pharmacy

Health Minister, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (right),
observes as the National Health Fund’s (NHF) Senior Vice
President for Information and Communications Technology,
Granville Gayle (left), demonstrates how the NHF’s ‘Quick
Prescript’ mobile application can be accessed via kiosks,
following the launch at the Spanish Court Hotel, on April 24.
Looking on (from 2nd left) are NHF Chief Executive
Officer, Everton Anderson, and Chairman, Gregory Mair.

via ‘Live chat’ regarding the
status of their order and will be
notified on their mobile devices
when the medication is ready.
Persons who do not have
a smartphone or mobile data
will be able to take advantage
of the service via the Quick
Prescript kiosks, which will be
installed at selected Drug Serv
pharmacies and clinics across
the island.
Phased roll-out of the initiative has commenced, with
three kiosks already in place at
nHF Drug Serv pharmacies in
Union Square, Kingston and
greater
Portmore,
St.
catherine, and the St. James
Health Department’s Type 5
clinic in Montego Bay. By the
end of June, kiosks are
expected to be installed at 30
locations island wide.
Anticipated outcomes of
the new system are reduced
waiting time to fill prescriptions, through timely administration and dispensing of
medication; improved patient
safety; and improved storage
and reduced wastage of pharmaceuticals.
Health Minister, Dr. the
Hon. christopher Tufton, who

Upgrade of Petrojam refinery on Track
Science, energy and
Technology Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Andrew Wheatley, says
plans are under way for the
installation of a Vacuum
Distillation Unit (VDU), which
is the first phase in the
upgrading of the Petrojam
refinery.
“We have signed off on
the engineering, Procurement and construction
(ePc) contract to do the
VDU,” Dr. Wheatley told JIS
News in an interview on
April 25.
Vacuum distillation is
part of the oil-refining
process that will help to produce petroleum products
out of the heavier oils left
over from atmospheric distillation.
The quality fuel produced from the VDU, which
has significantly reduced
sulphur content, will be used
for the bunkering industry,
which is now a stipulation
under international Maritime
Organization (iMO) guidelines. The VDU will also

spoke at the launch, lauded
the nHF for embarking on a
“creative and innovative” initiative, which, he noted, is
consistent with the Ministry’s
mandate to reduce waiting
time in public health facilities.

PriMe MiniSTer the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness says
the planned development of
Jamaica’s Logistics Hub
initiative (LHi) is now materialising.
“The dream has begun
(as) we are seeing the first
signs of it with major investments along the (Marcus
garvey Drive) corridor,” he
said.
The Prime Minister was
speaking on April 24, at a
ceremony to break ground
for the Foreshore estate
housing development in
Delacree Pen, south west St.
Andrew.
Mr. Holness said logistics operations have commenced on land that
Kingston Wharves Limited
(KWL) has leased at the
Tinson Pen Aerodrome,
which is adjacent to Marcus
garvey Drive in Kingston.
in his 2018/19 Budget
Debate presentation in the
House of representatives on
March 20, the Prime Minister
explained that the land is
being developed with a view
to converting Kingston into
the Automobile Logistics
centre for the caribbean.
This activity is part of the
proposed development of
lands adjacent to the port of

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
Kingston into a modern
competitive near-port logistics centre.
“The plans are to develop
all of these lands to house
modern logistics facilities,
which will be connected to
the terminal by an efficient
and cost-effective transportation system,” he said.
Additionally, KWL has
launched its new 160,000square-foot Total Logistics
centre, which has seen all of
the space being taken up.
The Port Authority of
Jamaica has also started
construction of a modern
200,000-square-foot logistics facility immediately adjacent to Kingston Free Port
Terminal Limited.

PM Lauds Educators at Bog Walk High School

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (front row, 3rd right); Minister of
Education, Youth and Information, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (2nd right); State
Minister in the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Floyd Green
(2nd left); and Principal of Bog Walk High School, Patrick Phillips (third left), with
students and administrators of the Bog Walk High School, who are participants in
the institution’s ‘Boys Big-Up Programme’, at Jamaica House on April 25.

EGC Chairman Says 66 of 111 Initiatives
Have Been Achieved so Far

Science, Energy and Technology Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Andrew Wheatley
facilitate the production of
asphalt.
“in January 2020, there
will be a new (iMO) specification out as it relates to the
type of fuel used, and it is part
of an effort to reduce environmental pollution,” he said.
Dr. Wheatley informed
that a number of countries in
the european Union have
already adopted the iMO

standards and for “Jamaica
to be compliant, the refinery
has to be in a position to
supply fuel of that standard
for the marine industry.”
He also indicated that
funds totalling US$100 million, which have been earmarked for the first phase of
the upgrade of the refinery,
are with the Petroleum corporation of Jamaica (PcJ).

ecOnOMic grOWTH council
(egc) chairman, Michael
Lee-chin, says 66 of the 111
growth initiatives contained in
that body’s call to Action
mandate have been achieved
since its establishment in April
2016.
This, Mr. Lee-chin points
out, equates to a completion
rate of 59 per cent of the
council’s targets focused on
repositioning Jamaica to
achieve five per cent economic
growth in four years.
He was speaking at the
egc’s fifth quarterly briefing
at Jamaica House on April 25.
Mr. Lee-chin said notable
among the successes are the
national Security Ministry’s
roll-out of the ‘Jamaicaeye’
national ccTV surveillance
initiative in March; redeployment of Jamaica constabulary Force (JcF) resources
to high crime areas; and the
employment of more mobile
policing strategies in St.

equates to
“ aThis…
completion rate

of 59 per cent
of the Council’s
targets focused on
repositioning
Jamaica.

”

Economic Growth Council
(EGC) Chairman, Michael
Lee-Chin
catherine, clarendon, Westmoreland and St. James; the
national Housing Trust’s rollout of micro-financing for
housing solutions targeting
low-income earners; and
Parliament’s passage of the
Procurement Act.
Other major developments highlighted by Mr. Lee-

chin include the installation of
video-link equipment in 50
courtrooms, which, he said “is
nearing completion”; the completion of five Development
Orders for Portland, Trelawny,
Manchester, negril and green
island, with plans for stakeholder consultations to explore
similar provisions for all
parishes by June 2018; and
the Ministry of economic
growth and Job creation’s
spearheading of the hiring of
an international firm to complete Jamaica’s national Spatial
Plan.

ADVT.

