$11 Billion Invested to Improve
Border Security
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HE GOVERNMENT
has invested $11 billion to improve border security, as part of its
crime reduction strategy.
This was disclosed by
Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness at
the Caribbean Basin Coastal
Surveillance and Maritime
Summit, held at the
Jamaica Pegasus Hotel on
March 28.
“In the next phase of
our investment in our secu-

rity, we will continue to
build out our capacities to
secure Jamaica’s borders, in
terms of carrying out searches
and rescue operations and
to monitor, in particular, the
island’s fishing resources,
which will be enhanced by
the purchase of a coastal
radar system,” Prime Minister
Holness said.
In 2017 the Ministry of
National Security acquired
two ships, valued at
US$26.4 million, for the

Jamaica Defence Force
Coast Guard, while a surveillance plane was purchased at a cost of US$16.9
million.
Mr. Holness informed
that the utilisation of technology is a key component
of his Administration’s
investment in enhanced
border security measures.
“For example, the use
of scanners and other
electronic devices to inspect

cargo at our ports of entry
is elevating our border
security control operations,
to world class standards,”
he noted.
Mr. Holness highlighted
that the Automated System
for Customs Data (ASYCUDA) introduced by the
Jamaica Customs Agency,
and the port security system
are also examples of leveraging technology to improve
border security.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (seated, 6th left) and Chief of Defence Staff, Major General Rocky
Meade (7th left), with members of the Diplomatic Corps and other dignitaries at the Caribbean Basin Coastal
Surveillance and Maritime Summit, at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel on March 28.

US$4.8 M Grant to Help Vulnerable Fishing Communities

THE MINISTRY of Finance
and the Public Service and
World Bank have signed a
US$4.875 million grant
agreement to help vulnerable fishing and fish farming
communities in Jamaica to
adopt climate change resilient
practices.
The ‘Promoting Community-based Climate Resilience in the Fisheries Sector
Project’ aims to strengthen
the fisheries policy and
regulatory framework for
climate resilient fisheries
and aquaculture management
and build capacity to promote sustainable fisheries
management.
It also seeks to support
fishing and fish farming communities to adopt climateresilient aquaculture, coastal
mari-culture/poly-culture,
diversify their livelihoods
and raise awareness of cli-

mate change impacts on
the fisheries sector.
The agreement was
signed at the Ministry on
March 28 by Portfolio
Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Nigel Clarke, and World
Bank Country Manager,
Galina Sotirova.
Dr. Clarke said the
Government is cognisant
of the importance of the
natural environment to
Jamaica’s economy and
fully supports and welcomes the initiative.
“The fishing industry
plays a crucial, social, cultural and economic role in
Jamaica. There are approximately 50,000 Jamaicans
who work in the fishing
industry, either formally or
informally and, as we know,
the fishing industry is subject to climate change and
that introduces a degree of
vulnerability to persons

State of Public Emergency
Extended in St. Catherine
North Police Division
THE HOUSE of Representatives, on March 27,
approved the Emergency
Powers (No. 2) (Continuance) Resolution, 2018,
which will extend the State
of Public Emergency in the
St. Catherine North Police
Division until July 3, 2018.

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness

Addressing the House
prior to the passage of the
Resolution, Prime Minister
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness explained that the
extension is necessary, as
the security forces must be
given the latitude to maintain and continue further
operations in the area.

Caribbean Special Tactics Centre
Opens at Moneague Training
Camp
Newly appointed Minister of Finance and the Public
Service, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke (left), and World Bank
Country Manager for Jamaica, Galina Sotirova,
exchange signed copies of the grant agreement to help
vulnerable fishing communities. The signing took place
at the Ministry on March 28.

who are engaged in that
industry,” he said.
Dr. Clarke stated that
the project will contribute
to poverty alleviation,
which is aligned with the
2030 development goals.

New Ministers and State Ministers Sworn-In

“The project will also
contribute to the objectives of the 2015 National
Fisheries and Agriculture
Policy, aimed at improving
the sustainability of Jamaica’s
fisheries,” he noted.

Governor-General, His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir Patrick
Allen (3rd left), and Prime
Minister the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness (4th left), with newly
appointed Ministers and Ministers of State at a swearing-in
ceremony, at King’s House on
March 2. They are (from left):
State Minister in the Ministry of
Labour and Social Security, Hon.
Xavier Mayne; Minister of State
in the Ministry of Culture, Gender,
Entertainment and Sport, Hon.
Alando Terrelonge; Minister
without Portfolio in the Ministry
of Finance and the Public
Service, Hon. Fayval Williams,
and new Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Dr. the Hon.
Nigel Clarke.

THE CARIBBEAN Special
Tactics Centre (CSTC)
was officially opened at
the Jamaica Defence
Force (JDF) Moneague
Training Camp in St. Ann
on March 26.
The centre, which
was established by the
JDF in collaboration with
the Canadian Armed
Forces (CAF), was funded
by Global Affairs Canada
(GAC) Capacity Building
Programme. It is geared
at producing graduates
proficient in advanced
military tactics and techniques.
In his address, Chief
of Defence Staff, Major
General Rocky Meade,
said the opening of the
CSTC marks a milestone
for Jamaica and the wider
Caribbean, as it will be the
only Centre of Excellence
in the region providing
specialised training in
military tactics and techniques.
He said the facility is
testament to Jamaica’s
commitment to the consistent delivery of the
highest level of training
and operational international best practices to

JMA/JEA Focusing on ‘Advancing Breakthroughs’ at Expo Jamaica 2018

OVER 350 exhibitors
spanning 20 local industries
are expected to showcase
more than 2,000 products
during this year’s 46th Expo
Jamaica trade show at the
National Arena and National
Indoor Sports Centre in
Kingston from April 19 to 22.
The biennial event is
being jointly staged by the
Jamaica Manufacturers’
Association (JMA) and Jamaica Exporters’ Association
(JEA) in collaboration with
Jamaica Promotions Corporation (JAMPRO), under

the theme: “Advancing
Breakthroughs”.
This was disclosed by
Expo Jamaica Co-Chairman,
Richard Coe, during a JIS
Think Tank at the
Agency’s head office in
Kingston on March 28.
Mr. Coe advised that
506 buyers from 23 countries have, to date, registered to attend the event,
pointing out that this is an
increase over the 431 who
came in 2016.
He said that this year’s
exhibitors include 321

“They must disrupt
and degrade the capacity
of these criminal gangs
and provide a safe environment for the residents,
business owners and persons going about their
legitimate business. There
will be some inconvenience within the designated area, and we are asking
for continued understanding and cooperation of all
Jamaicans, particularly
those most affected,” he said.
Mr. Holness reported
that the enhanced security
measures in the Division
have, so far, yielded
unquestionable results,
adding that the impact
cannot be overstated.
“There has been no
report of murders in that
space; there has been no
report of serious crimes,
and there has been no
report of abuse by the
security forces,” he noted.
The State of Public
Emergency gives the
security forces extraordinary powers to protect the
citizens through a suite of
operations to bring the
high levels of violence
under control.

locals, with the others slated
to arrive from Canada,
Europe, India, Japan,
Nigeria, South Africa and
the Caribbean.
Mr. Coe also disclosed
that the organisers have
forged a partnership with
telecommunications firm,
Digicel, to be this year’s
new title sponsor through
its technology arm, Digicel
Business.
He said that among the
features will be online business services interactions,
in keeping with the theme.

Expo Jamaica 2018 Co-Chairman, Richard Coe (left),
outlining details of the 46th staging of the biennial trade
show slated for April 19 to 22 at the National Arena and
National Indoor Sports Centre in Kingston, during a JIS
Think Tank at the Agency’s head office. Looking on is
Manager for Manufacturing, Energy and Mining at Jamaica
Promotions Corporation (JAMPRO), Ricardo Durrant.

support capacity building,
through training.

The primary
focus of CSTC
will be on
special tactics
and operational
readiness.

“The centre will deliver
advanced training and
certification and facilitate
knowledge exchange in
security and defence proficiency to militaries and
police forces with similar
interests. The primary focus
of CSTC will be on special
tactics and operational
readiness. Readiness measures the ability of a military to accomplish its
assigned missions,” the
Major General explained.
The CSTC is the seventh addition to the JDF’s
Centres of Excellence
and complements the
military’s Staff School,
Maritime Training School,
the Flying School, the
Technical Training Institute, the Military Training
Wing and the Directorate
of Training and Doctrine.
Among the sectors that
will be represented are: art
and craft; beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic);
business; chemicals; construction; cosmetics and
pharmaceuticals; food and
agro/fresh produce/processed
foods; furniture and bedding; information and
communications technology; minerals and metals;
printing, packaging and
labelling; and textile and
apparel.

ADVT.

