Gov’t to Appoint Investment
Ambassadors
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PM Says Commitments
Will Be Kept

T

HE GOVERNMENT
will be appointing
investment ambassadors, who will have
responsibility for stimulating
economic opportunities for
Jamaica overseas.

“One of the
ambassadors will
have responsibility
for India and the
Middle East, while
the other will focus
on Europe. ”

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness made
the announcement at the
official opening ceremony
for the 43rd staging of Expo
Jamaica 2016 at the National
Indoor Sports Centre in
Kingston on April 14.
“We will be expanding
the number of persons who
will be assisting in exploring
new markets overseas and
we will do this by appointing
several investment ambassadors. In fact, by next week
Wednesday, we will appoint
two,” he said.
The Prime Minister
informed that one of the
ambassadors will have

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) cuts the ribbon to symbolise the
official opening of the 43rd staging of Expo Jamaica 2016 during a ceremony at the
National Indoor Sports Centre on April 14. Others assisting (from 2nd left) are: President,
Jamaica Manufacturers’ Association, Metry Seaga; Chief Executive Officer, FLOW,
Garry Sinclair; President, Jamaica Promotions Company, Diane Edwards; and President,
Jamaica Exporters’ Association, Michelle Chong.

responsibility for India and
the Middle East, while the
other will focus on Europe.
“They will (assist) in creating
new markets and opportunities for Jamaica,” he noted.
Mr. Holness said the
Government has its eyes set
on expanding markets for
Jamaica, and as such is

The Ceremonial Stride

moving to put a market
development strategy in place.
He said the Government is
also ensuring that its foreign
economic policies are aligned.
He said that the private
sector will be engaged in
driving the growth agenda,
with a representative from the
sector to be named shortly.

Expo Jamaica 2016
was staged by the Jamaica
Exporters’ Association and
the Jamaica Manufacturers’
Association in partnership
with Jamaica Promotions
Corporation, at the National
Arena and the National
Indoor Centre, from April 14
to 17.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (4th right), along with his wife and Member of Parliament for St.
Andrew East Rural, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness (3rd right), leads Government Ministers into Gordon House at the
Ceremonial Opening of Parliament on April 14. Others (from left) are: Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of
Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang; Minister of National Security, Hon. Robert Montague;
Attorney General, Hon. Marlene Malahoo Forte; Minister without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister, Hon.
Derrick Smith; Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange; and Local Government
and Community Development Minister, Hon. Desmond McKenzie.

Key Pieces of Legislation to be Passed This Fiscal Year

THE GOVERNMENT
intends to pass several key
pieces of legislation this
fiscal year to replace Her
Majesty the Queen as
Head of State, and establish fixed election dates as
well as term limits for the
post of Prime Minister.
This was outlined in
the Throne Speech delivered
on April 14 at Gordon
House by GovernorGeneral, His Excellency
the Most Hon. Sir Patrick
Allen.
Among the legislation
to be passed are: A Constitution (Amendment) Bill
to replace Her Majesty The
Queen, with a NonExecutive President as

Head of State; A Constitution (Amendment) Bill
to address the judicial
review of the Director of
Public Prosecutions; the
Criminal Justice (Plea
Negotiations and Agreements) (Amendment) Bill
which provides for reduced
sentences on guilty pleas;
and further amendments
to the Dangerous Drugs
Act to fully legalise marijuana for specified purposes.
The Governor-General
also advised that several
anti-corruption bills are
slated to be passed.
These include the
Impeachment Legislation,
which will provide for
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Governor-General His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir
Patrick Allen delivers the Throne Speech at the
Ceremonial Opening of Parliament at Gordon House
on April 14.

impeachment proceedings
to be brought against corrupt public officials, and

the Integrity Commission
Bill to establish a Single
Anti-Corruption Body.

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
says the Government has
every intention of fulfilling
its commitments to the
Jamaican people.
Mr. Holness gave the
assurance during his address
at a Ministry of National
Security-sponsored town
hall meeting in Montego
Bay on April 12.
“We know the expectations and we have no
intention to disappoint. I
have never been one to
just set my hat where it
cannot reach,” he said.
The Prime Minister
noted that right across
Jamaica, the Government’s
message of prosperity has
started to resonate with the
people, adding that he is
sensing a renewal of hope
and optimism.
“The people already
get the sense that this will no
longer be business as usual
and that we are committed
to getting it right. There is
too much at stake and our
people deserve to live a

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
emphasises a point as
he addresses a town hall
meeting on April 12 at
the Montego Bay Cultural
Centre in St. James.

quality life…a life where
they can take care of their
families and meet their
responsibilities,” he stated.
The Prime Minister
added that he is under no
illusion about the challenges that are ahead and
expressed confidence that
his Administration is
ready and able to take on
the task.

$579.93 Billion Budget
for 2016/17

THE GOVERNMENT is
projecting
to
spend
$579.93 billion for the
2016/17 fiscal year.
This amount is 28 per
cent less than the $808 billion revised Budget for
financial year 2015/16.
Details of the projections
are contained in the Estimates of Expenditure, which
were tabled in the House of
Representatives on April 14
by Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw. The revenue
estimates were also tabled.
Recurrent (housekeeping)
expenses are earmarked at
$459.37 billion, while capital
(development) spending is
$120.56 billion.
The Ministry of Finance
and the Public Service has
been allocated the largest
sum, with $205.36 billion
for recurrent expenses and
$84.64 billion for capital
expenditure. A large portion
of the sum will go towards
meeting debt obligations.
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Information
gets the second largest sum
of $90.50 billion for recurrent expenses and $2.6 billion for capital spending.
Ministry of National
Security has received $55.67
billion for recurrent expenditure and $3.56 billion for
capital, while the Ministry
of Health gets $52.90 billion
for recurrent expenses and
$1.54 billion for capital
projects.
For the Ministry of
Justice, $5.96 billion has
been allocated for recurrent
and $899 million for capital;
Office of the Prime Minister,
$3.98 billion recurrent, $2.10
billion capital; Ministry of

Minister of Finance and the
Public Service, Hon. Audley
Shaw, tables the Estimates
of Expenditure in the
House of Representatives
on April 14.

Energy, Science and Technology, $4.70 billion recurrent, $988 million for capital;
and the Ministry of
Transport and Mining, $2.34
billion recurrent and $1.31
billion for capital.
Allocations to other Ministries are: Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, $5.34 billion recurrent, $3.59 billion for capital;
Economic Growth and Job
Creation, $8.35 billion
recurrent, $11.2 billion
capital; Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, $3.93 billion recurrent; Labour and
Social Security, $2.54 billion
recurrent, and $6.22 billion
capital; Culture, Gender,
Entertainment and Sport,
$2.36 billion recurrent and
$188 million capital;
Tourism, $1.73 billion for
recurrent, $17 million capital; and Local Government
and Community Development, $10.49 billion recurrent,
$880 million capital.
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Turn something off, shut it down or plug it out and watch your savings grow.

ADVT.

