
the tremendous damage 
across the western and south-
ern parts of Jamaica. 
   “I flew over the south coast 
into st. elizabeth, into Black 
river and from Treasure 
Beach .... We could easily say 
that between 80 to 90 percent 
of roofs have been destroyed. 
a significant number of build-
ings were damaged. on the 
ground, the impact is even 
more palpable,” Prime minister 
Holness said.   
   He noted that the Black 
river Hospital was badly dam-
aged. additionally, several 
other structures, including his-
toric buildings, churches, the 
courthouse, the municipal 
Corporation and other her-
itage buildings have been de-
stroyed. He further informed 
that infrastructure, including 
the power grid and telecom-
munication systems in Black 
river were destroyed.   
   “The people are still coming 
to grips with the destruction. 
But from what I've seen and 
the interaction, the people 
here are strong, resilient and 
positive in outlook. The Gov-
ernment intends to comple-
ment that with bringing in the 
necessary emergency relief. 
   The first line of effort in this 
regard is to clear the roadways 

to allow for vehicular traffic, 
not just to allow people to 
come in and visit relatives that 
they can't get in contact with, 
but to bring in much needed 
supplies to the supermarkets 
and other supply centres,” Dr. 
Holness said. 
   meanwhile, the Government 
has given the “all -clear” signal 
for utility service providers to 
begin restoration efforts is-
landwide. 
   minister of education, skills, 
Youth and Information, senator 
Dr. the Hon. Dana morris Dixon, 
speaking during the october 
29 press briefing at the Na-
tional emergency operations 
Centre (NeoC) in Kingston, 
said the “all-clear” was issued 
on guidance from the meteor-
ological service of Jamaica 
and the office of Disaster Pre-
paredness and emergency 
management (oDPem). 
   “When we give an all-clear, 
it means that our utility com-
panies should now commence 
restoration and recovery oper-
ations across the island. so, 
crews from the Jamaica Pub-
lic service (JPs), National 
Water Commission (NWC), 
National Works agency (NWa), 
and also our telecommunica-
tions companies and other 
critical service entities have 
now and will be advised to 
mobilise immediately to re-
store electricity, water, and 
communication networks,” she 
said. 
   minister morris Dixon urged 
entities such as supermarkets, 
wholesales, gas stations, and 
pharmacies to open for busi-
ness, particularly in the less-
impacted areas. 
   “We are asking you to open 
and allow communities to 
have access to these essential 
goods and services. as al-
ways, we continue to ask and 
remind Jamaicans to exercise 
caution on the roads, espe-
cially where there are downed 
power lines, debris, or flood-
ing... so please still be care-
ful,” she urged. 

ADVT.

Government Moves Ahead 
With Hurricane Recovery
THe GoverNmeNT Is 

marshalling much-
needed recovery activ-

ities, following the passage of 
Category 5-level Hurricane 
melissa, which made landfall 
in Westmoreland and swept 
across Western Jamaica on 
Tuesday, october 28. 
   “The recovery is not beyond 
us, it's not beyond govern-
ment, it is not beyond the 
people, and we will get it 
done. so, keep the positive 
look, keep hope alive, and we 
will get through this,” Prime 
minister, Dr. the most Hon. 
andrew Holness, said as he 
gave  the assurance while ad-
dressing the media on a tour 
of badly impacted areas, in-
cluding Black river, on 
Wednesday october 29.   
   The Government has also 
made provisions for the coun-
try to receive relief through the 
support Jamaica website, an 
online platform, launched to 
mobilise support, channel re-
lief and coordinate recovery 
efforts in the aftermath of 
Hurricane melissa. The web-
site, which was developed 
by the Government of Ja-
maica, can be accessed at 
supportjamaica.gov.jm.            
   Prime minister Holness 
viewed infrastructural damage 
and gave updates on efforts 
to provide relief for house-

holds affected by the strong-
est cyclone to impact Ja-
maica in recorded history. 
   early recovery activities fol-
low assessments. through 
aerial and ground tours by the 
Prime minister; minister of en-
ergy, Telecommunications and  

Transport, Hon. Daryl vaz; and 
minister of agriculture, fish-
eries and mining, Hon. floyd 
Green, who visited highly im-
pacted areas in the immediate 
aftermath of the hurricane. 
   “We will start to see … as-
sistance coming in, including 

assistance from oDPem and 
other relief agencies, who I'm 
certain are already mobilised,’’ 
Prime minister Holness said. 
   He provided an update on 
the status of the communities 
he visited on his tour, noting 
that he got a first-hand view of 

Prime Minister Dr. the Most Hon. Andrew Holness interacts with residents of Montego Bay, St. James, during  a tour 
of areas badly impacted by Hurricane Melissa.  

Workmen from the National Solid Waste Management Authority (NSWMA) use heavy 
equipment to clear a section of the Mandela Highway at the Portmore intersection on 
Wednesday (Oct.  29). Fallen trees and other debris from the passage of Hurricane Melissa, 
had left the westbound section of the Highway, towards Spanish Town, impassable.  

Government Working to Ensure Safe  
Resumption of Flights
THe GoverNmeNT is work-
ing to reopen airports, follow-
ing their closure on account 
of the passage of Hurricane 
melissa which hit Jamaica on 
Tuesday, october 28. 
   The Norman manley Inter-
national airport and the Ian 
fleming International airport 
(Boscobel) opened on 
Wednesday, october 29 for 
relief flights, and were sched-
uled to open on Thursday 
october 30 for commercial 
operations, which include in-
coming and outgoing flights.  
   minister of energy,  Telecom- 
munications, and Transport,  
Hon. Daryl vaz announced 
that the sangster International 
airport was scheduled to 
open on Thursday, october 
30 to accommodate relief 
flights. 
   “We will keep you advised 
to let you know when  the re-
covery [effort] will start once 
these relief flights come.  The 
devastation is enormous.  
   Words cannot describe, 
based on my aerial tour. so 
we need all hands on deck to 
recover stronger and to help 
those in need at this time,” the 
minister said while  address-
ing media. 
   minister vaz noted that an 
announcement will be made 
soon about the recommem-

cement of commercial pas-
senger flights. 
   meanwhile, the Jamaica 
Civil aviation authority (JCaa) 
is expeditiously advancing 
restoration efforts to ensure 
the safe resumption of avia-
tion services across the is-
land in the aftermath of 
Hurricane melissa. 
   speaking with JIS News 
following Wednesday’s 
(october 29) tour of Norman 
manley International airport, 
minister vaz  and other air-
port stakeholders, includ-
ing JCaa Director General, 
Nari Williams-singh, advised 
that the authority’s teams 
have been working around 
the clock to restore opera-
tions. 
   mr. Williams-singh ex-
plained that the JCaa had 
activated its business conti-
nuity plan and recovery pro-
tocols ahead of the hurricane, 
which included taking certain 
systems offline. 
   “We have communication 
and navigation sites across 
the island, at the major inter-
national airports, as well as at 
the Kingston air Traffic Con-
trol Centre which is at our 
headquarters. so according 
to our plan, we took the nec-
essary precautions and pow-
ered down,” he said. 

   The Director General noted 
that the current restoration 
effort is focused on returning 
all systems to full operation. 
   “We are now in the process 
of bringing these systems 
back online. We took down 
some of our communication 
dishes. We’re now putting 
those back up and doing the 
relevant testing of these 
systems,” he said. 
   mr. Williams-singh pointed 
out that while assessments 
are ongoing at all sites, the 
authority’s immediate priority 
is the safe resumption of op-
erations at Jamaica’s major 
international airports. 
   “montego Bay, as we 
know, was very badly hit. But 
right now, we really want to 
concentrate on getting oper-
ations in and out of Norman 
manley [International airport] 
and the Ian fleming [Interna-
tional] airport, as quickly as 
possible,” he said. 
   The Director General 
added that reports from the 
JCaa’s technical teams con-
firm that several critical sys-
tems are already back in 
operation, “and we have all 
hands on deck to get up 
and running as quickly as 
possible.”

Minister of Energy, Telecommunications and Transport, Hon. Daryl Vaz (left), tours 
the Norman Manley International Airport (NMIA) in Kingston on Wednesday (Oct. 29) 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Melissa. He is joined by Chief Executive Officer of PAC 
Kingston Airport Limited (PACKAL), Sitara English-Byfield (centre), and Director of 
Airport Operations at Jamaica Customs Agency, Devon Manahan (right).  

Teams From NWA Mobilised to Clear Major Roads 
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Teams from the National 
Works agency (NWa), munic-
ipal Corporations, and other 
government entities have 
been mobilised islandwide to 
clear blockages and debris 
from major roadways follow-
ing Hurricane melissa’s pas-
sage. 
  minister of Local Govern-
ment and Community Devel-
opment, Hon. Desmond 
mcKenzie, shared this up-
date during a press briefing 
held at the National emer-
gency operations Centre 
(NeoC), located within the 
office of Disaster Prepared-
ness and emergency man-

agement (oDPem) in 
Kingston on Wednesday 
(october 29).  
  “We have not had a full [as-
sessment] yet of the damage 
[to] our road infrastructure, 
but I know there are a lot of 
blocked roads. The National 
Works agency team is mobil-
ising to clear roads and to as-
sess damage as conditions 
improve. all municipal Cor-
porations that can access 
their various municipalities 
will be out doing what is nec-
essary,” he stated. 
  mr. mcKenzie noted that 
the NWa had already begun 
clearance operations as of 

Tuesday night (october 28), 
including efforts to restore 
access along the Palisadoes 
road and other major thor-
oughfares. 
  “so the public will see 
some general activities on 
our roadways, making the 
roads accessible so that per-
sons can move about,” he 
added. 
  relief coordination efforts 
now include the Jamaica fire 
Brigade (JfB) and the Na-
tional solid Waste manage-
ment authority (NsWma), 
who are working jointly to im-
plement a national strategy 
for the clearance of fallen trees. 

  “We are now in the process 
of beginning the clean-up ex-
ercise on our main roads.  
  members of the public are 
being urged to exercise ex-
treme caution while travers-
ing roadways, as debris and 
downed Jamaica Public 
service Company (JPs) pow-
erlines remain a hazard in 
several areas. 
  “I want to urge the JPs to 
move, especially within the 
Corporate area and other 
areas to where there are 
fallen lines. There are a lot of 
lines that are down, so we 
want persons to be very cau-
tious,” mr. mcKenzie said.

“The Government has also made provisions for the country  
to receive relief through the Support Jamaica website, an  

online platform, launched to mobilise support, channel relief  
and coordinate recovery efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Melissa. It can be accessed at supportjamaica.gov.jm and is 

 developed by the Government of Jamaica.”


