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PrIme mInISTer the 
most. hon. Andrew 
holness says the 

Government has no inten-
tion of socialising the debt of 
failed financial institutions, 
by asking taxpayers to bail 
them out. 
   mr. holness stated that 
Jamaica must learn from the 
mistakes of its past, while not-
ing that “the Government will 
not socialise the failure of 
our banks to be prudential and 
to protect their customers”. 
   The Prime minister said 
such an approach might en-
courage complacency.  
   “This would be a very bad 
signal to individuals or enti-
ties that they can be delin-
quent in their fiduciary 
obligations and expect [others] 
to cover their negligence. 
That will not happen,” mr. 
holness emphasised. 
   The Prime minister who 
was delivering the keynote 
address at the Jamaica 
Stock exchange  (JSe) 
Investment and Capital mar-
kets Conference, on January 
24, said the full force of the 

law will be brought to bear in 
the case of alleged multi-
billion dollar fraud at Stocks 
and Securities limited (SSl). 
   he stated that the law 
must be applied to ensure 
Jamaica’s free and com-

petitive financial market, 
which is what distinguishes 
Jamaica from other financial 
markets in the region, is 
protected. 
   In expressing empathy for 
the victims, the Prime minis-

ter stressed that those who 
are responsible must be held 
to account and justice 
delivered on behalf of those 
Jamaicans who have been 
defrauded. 
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mInISTer oF education 
and Youth, hon. Fayval 
Williams, says primary 
schools are prepared to fa-
cilitate the Primary exit Pro-
file (PeP) examinations, 
which begin February 16. 
  She noted that this year 
will be the first post-CovID 
sitting of the exam, follow-
ing various interventions 
put in place to navigate the 
challenges and learning 
loss caused by the pan-
demic over the last three 
years.  
  “We did a number of 
things, and I know each 
school would have had their 
separate programmes. We 
are hoping that the results 
will be better because of the 
interventions that we put in 
the space,” the minister said. 
  She was speaking during 
a recent visit to the home-
stead Primary and Infant 
School in St. Catherine. 

  Grade Six students will sit 
the ability test on February 
16, performance tasks in 
language arts on march 22 
and mathematics on march 
23, the curriculum-based 
test in language arts and 
science on April 26 and 
mathematics and social 
studies on April 27.  
  meanwhile, minister 
Williams said the Govern-
ment is working to ensure 
that “there are more high 
schools across Jamaica 
that parents would consider 
[as top choices for their 
children]”. 
  “It's something we're com-
mitted to working on. We 
want to have more high 
schools that parents con-
sider to be choice schools 
available to them [and 
closer to] where they live 
and work in Jamaica,” she 
said.  

CenTrAl BAnk Governor, 
richard Byles, says the bank 
has the competence to take 
on its enlarged role, which 
involves regulating non-bank 
financial entities alongside 
deposit taking institutions 
(DTI). 
  “At the Bank of Jamaica 
(BoJ), we accept that charge 
that we have to prepare to 
supervise the entire financial 
sector. We do so now for 
DTIs, and so we are quite 
adept at doing it,” mr. Byles 
said. 
  “We have a lot of interna-
tional support and expertise 
and training over the years in 
respect of this. I have no 
doubt in my mind that we 
have the core competence 
to handle the enlarged port-
folio. however, I approach 
this new challenge with 
humility because the sector 
that was outside of the DTI is 
even larger than the DTI in 
terms of assets that they 
manage,” he pointed out. 

  “We know that we are 
going to have to depend a 
lot on the Financial Services 
Commission (FSC) and the 

skills and the expertise that 
exist there,” he added. 
  mr. Byles was speaking at 
the Jamaica Stock exchange 

(JSe) Investment and Capital 
markets Conference at The 
Jamaica Pegasus hotel in 
new kingston on January 25. 
  Addressing concerns by 
some members of non-bank 
financial institutions that the 
BoJ may be stricter than the 
FSC, mr. Byles said he is “not 
going to be insensitive to the 
nature of the sector that we 
are about to supervise”. 
 
 

Governor of the Bank of Jamaica (BOJ), Richard Byles 

TeArS STreAmeD down 
moveta Clarke’s cheeks as 
she prepared to receive the 
keys to her new house in 
rosemary Castle, St. Cather-
ine, from Prime minister the 
most hon. Andrew holness, 
on January 25. 
  The tears were a tangible 
expression of the joy, relief 
and gratitude she felt at 
finally having safe shelter for 
her family, which includes 
her 21-year old daughter 
and grandson. 
  For years, the 52-year-old 
three-time stroke survivor 
has had to endure substan-

dard living conditions includ-
ing inadequate bathroom 
facilities and a leaking roof. 
  ms. Clarke said that the 
three-bedroom unit, built 
under the new Social hous-
ing Programme (nShP) at a 
cost of approximately $6.5 
million, signals a fresh start 
for her family.  
  “Thank you so much, I will 
most definitely take care of 
it,” she pledged.  
  meanwhile, Prime minister 
holness said the Govern-
ment is working to regularise 
and upgrade communities 

while addressing the social 
problems that may exist.  
  “We do have an urban 
renewal element of the 
ministry of (economic 
Growth and Job Creation) 
where we look at replacing 
some of these zinc fences 
and improving the aesthetics 
and the visual quality that 
we see in the communities, 
so we will do some work on 
that,” he said.  
  Persons in need of social 
housing are encouraged to 
contact their member of Par-
liament for assistance to apply.  The GovernmenT has 

taken steps to strengthen 
healthcare delivery at three 
hospitals that provide care 
for newborns, including 
measures to ensure greater 
compliance with the recom-
mended standards for 
staffing and infection preven-
tion and control. 
  The measures were high-
lighted by minister of health 
and Wellness, Dr. the hon. 
Christopher Tufton, at a forum 
on January 24, to share the 
main findings of a review of 
the special care nurseries at 
victoria Jubilee hospital, 
Bustamante hospital for 
Children and the Spanish 
Town hospital. 
  The review, undertaken by 
the Pan American health 
organization (PAho), comes 

from a technical mission 
carried out between october 
14 and 22, 2022 and details 
the rapid assessments of 
infection prevention and 
control in the nurseries at 
the targeted facilities. 
  Speaking at the briefing 
held at the Terra nova All-
Suite hotel in St. Andrew, Dr. 
Tufton said that the PAho 
report, which the ministry re-
ceived on January 19, mir-
rors the results of the 
internal investigations done 
at the facilities and the 
regional level. 
   Investigations, he noted, 
showed, among other 
things, “low staff-to-patient 
ratios and non-compliance 
with some infection preven-
tion and control protocols”. 
  The ministry implemented 
measures to safeguard life 

and health at the three facil-
ities, including improving 
sterilisation, cleaning and 
disinfection, monitoring/audit-
ing of infection prevention 
and control practices; and 
undertaking an assessment 
of staffing levels. 
  Dr. Tufton noted that in 
keeping with advice by the 
ministry team and PAho, 
quarerly audits will be done 
at the health facilities. 
  The minister noted, further, 
that an agreement has been 
reached with the ministry of 
Finance and the Public Service 
to boost the cadre of spe-
cialised health staff at med-
ical institutions. 
 

Primary Schools Ready for 
PEP Examinations

BOJ Equipped for Enlarged Role – Byles

Chief Protection Specialist, UNICEF Jamaica, Dr. Charlene Coore Desai (right), 
presents a plaque to Mikhala Campbell who copped six subjects in the 2022 
Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) examination, during the Child 
Protection and Family Services Agency awards ceremony at the Terra Nova All-
Suite Hotel on January 26. Some 39 young persons were recognized for their 
performance in the 2022 sitting of the CSEC and Caribbean Advanced Proficiency 
Examination (CAPE). 

Minister of Education and Youth, Hon. Fayval Williams 
(right), interacts with students from the Homestead 
Primary and Infant School during a visit to the institu-
tion in St. Catherine recently. 

Youngsters in State Care Awarded for their 
Achievements 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second right) cuts the ribbon to officially 
hand over a new three-bedroom house in Rosemary Castle, St. Catherine to Moveta Clarke 
(second left), on January 25. Others (from left) are Chairperson for the Oversight Committee, 
New Social Housing Programme, Judith Robb Walters, and Member of Parliament, 
St. Catherine East Central, Hon. Alando Terrelonge.

Government Strengthens Healthcare Delivery 
at Three Hospitals


