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Water Treatment Plant to be 
Built in St. Catherine
A neW WaTeR treat-

ment plant will be 
constructed in con-

tent, St. catherine, to better 
meet the demand for water 
in the Kingston Metropolitan 
area (KMa), Portmore and 
Spanish Town. 
   The plant, which is expected 
to be the second largest in 
Jamaica, will be able to 
transfer 15 million gallons of 
water to benefit approxi-
mately 150,000 customers. 
   construction is slated to 
be completed in two years 
and will be managed through 
a public-private partnership 
(PPP) agreement between 
the national Water commis-
sion (nWc) and Rio cobre 
Water Limited. The project is 
valued at US$77 million. 
   at the contract-signing 
ceremony at Jamaica house, 
on november 23, Prime Min-
ister the Most hon. andrew 
holness said the agreement 
will facilitate the design, 
building, financing, operation 
and maintenance of the 
plant. 

   “[The contract is] followed 
by a 23-year period of          
operation by the private part-
ners, after which ownership 
of the plant will be trans-
ferred to the nWc. The PPP 
arrangement may also be    
renewed for an additional 

five years,” the Prime Minister 
added. 
   noting that the plant is a 
necessity, as the growth of    
several sectors, such as real  
estate, continues to expand, Mr. 
holness said water demand 
has increased across the KMa. 

   The nWc is required to 
supply approximately 55 mil-
lion gallons of water daily to 
meet the water requirements 
in the KMa. currently, only 
28 million gallons per day are 
available for distribution 
during the dry season. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second left) and Chief Executive       
Officer and Director of Jamaica Producers Group Limited, Jeffery Hall (second right), 
shake hands while holding the signed contract for the construction of a new US$77-
million water treatment plant in Content, St. Catherine. Looking on (from left) are 
President, National Water Commission, Mark Barnett and Managing Director, Vinci 
Construction Grands Projets, Timothée Delebarre. The signing was held at Jamaica 
House in Kingston on November 23.

Contract Approved for Electronic Health Record  
Management System
caBineT haS approved the 
award of a contract in the 
sum of US$5,029,221.24 
(J$779,529,292.2) to Phoenix 
Partnership (Leeds) Limited, 
for implementation of the 
second stage of the elec-
tronic health Record (ehR) 
Management System. 
   ehR is the first technol-
ogy-driven element of its 
kind in Jamaica and the 
caribbean region. 
   it provides an electronic 
version of a patient’s medical 
history, including demo-
graphics, progress notes, 
problems, medications, vital 
signs, past medical history, 
immunisations, laboratory 
data and radiology reports. 
   Speaking in the house of 
Representatives on novem-
ber 22, Minister of health 
and Wellness, dr. the hon. 
christopher Tufton, said that 
18-month implementation 
period for this contract will, 
in the first instance, see the 
rollout of the ehR in 13 facil-
ities across three parishes. 
   These are the Spanish 
Town hospital and the Greater 
Portmore, St. Jago Park and 

old harbour health centres 
in St. catherine; the May Pen 
hospital and the Lionel 
Town, May Pen, chapelton 
and Mocho health centres in 
clarendon; the St. ann’s Bay 
hospital and the ocho Rios, 
Brown’s Town and St. ann’s 
Bay health centres in St. ann. 
   dr. Tufton noted that the 
ehR system will result in 

more efficient diagnosis and 
treatment.  
   “This will result in signifi-
cant savings for the patients, 
as test results will be readily 
available and the possibility 
of completing tests more 
than once will be signifi-
cantly reduced,” he added. 
   The ehR will also allow for 
capturing of critical health 

information/data that will 
assist in the formulation of 
better evidence-based poli-
cies and programmes. 
 
   

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton 

Economy Grew 5.2 Per Cent from January 
to September 2022

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke (left), presents an 
award to Donna Dawkins for over 25 years of service to the Western Regional Health 
Authority (WRHA), during the Jamaica Civil Service Long Service Awards ceremony, 
held on the lawns of King’s House on November 23. Some 600 public servants were 
recognised for their invaluable and dedicated contribution to Jamaica. 

The UniTed States (US) 
Government will be increasing 
its investment in Jamaica 
with some US$34 million 
committed for violence 
reduction, combatting human 
trafficking, cybersecurity, 
energy security, and initia-
tives to boost the economy. 
   details were provided by 
Under Secretary of State for 
Political affairs ambassador 
Victoria nuland, at the 
US-Jamaica Strategic dia-
logue, held recently at the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs 
and Foreign Trade, down-
town Kingston. 
   ambassador nuland said 
that the State department’s 
Bureau of international 
narcotics and Law enforce-
ment affairs has committed 
to doubling its budget for 
Jamaica, providing US$3.5 
million in annual support to 
jointly tackle violent crime 

and homicide. it is expected 
to be in effect next year.  
   “our Trafficking in Persons 
office has committed US$7 

million to helping Jamaica 
combat child trafficking 
through the child Protection 
compact Partnership,” she 
further pointed out.  
   The US has also dedicated 
US$3.5 million to strengthen 
Jamaica’s cybersecurity 
capacity and position the 
country to be a leader in the 
region. Through the United 
States agency for inter-       
national development (USaid), 
US$20 million will be in-
vested to boost the econ-
omy and drive local eco- 
nomic growth to ensure young 
Jamaicans have better      
opportunities.  
   ambassador nuland said 
the Jamaica-US partnership 
will also facilitate support for 
climate adaptation, strength-
ening of energy security and 
the development of clean 
energy projects.  
  

US Gov’t Commits US$34M to Jamaica

600 Public Servants Honoured for Long Service

Enhanced Security Measures 
Act Being Drafted

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade, Senator 
the Hon. Kamina Johnson 
Smith (left), greets United 
States Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs, 
Ambassador Victoria 
Nuland, during a recent 
courtesy call at the Ministry 
in Kingston.  
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JaMaica’S econoMy is 
estimated to have grown by 
5.2 per cent for the first nine 
months of 2022, from January 
to September. 
   director General, Planning 
institute of Jamaica (PioJ), 
dr. Wayne henry, said the 
growth reflects positive 
performance for the services 
industry, up 6.7 per cent, and 
the goods producing industry, 
up 0.6 per cent. 
   he pointed out that all 
industries, except ‘mining 
and quarrying’, and ‘construc-
tion’, recorded growth. 
   dr. henry said the ‘hotels 
and restaurants’ subsector 
was the main growth driver, 
up 58.2 per cent, and ‘agri-
culture, forestry and fishing’, 
up 9.8 per cent. 

   he was speaking during 
the PioJ’s digital quarterly 
media briefing on november 23. 
   Meanwhile, the economy 
is estimated to have expanded 
by 4.3 per cent for the July to 

September quarter, largely 
due to the impact of the 
removal of coVid-19 con-
tainment measures globally, 
which facilitated increased 
domestic and external demand. 
   The review quarter’s out-turn 
was driven by an estimated 
4.7 per cent expansion in 
services, and a 3.2 per cent 
growth in the goods produc-
ing industry.  
   dr. henry said the services 
industry’s out-turn was led 
by the hotels and restaurants 
subsector, which grew by 
and estimated 29.6 per cent. 
   he added that the pros-
pects for the economy in the 
short to medium term are 
generally positive. 
    

Director General, Planning 
Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), 
Dr. Wayne Henry                                                                          

The enhanced Security 
Measures act (eSMa) is 
now being drafted and a 
cabinet submission is       
expected by the end of     
december for tabling in 
Parliament early next year. 
   Prime Minister the Most 
hon. andrew holness 
made the disclosure during 
the sitting of the house of 
Representatives on nov-
ember 22. 
   “This Bill will include pro-
visions for detention... the 
establishment of a criminal 
watch list and the use of 
control orders,” Mr. holness 
said. 
   he also informed that the 
Finger Prints act, which 
was enacted in 1936 to      
facilitate the identification 
of criminals, will be reviewed. 
   “currently, it is easier to 
get a dna sample than it is 
to get a fingerprint. The act 
is old and outdated and it 
doesn’t contemplate the 
new technologies that 
exist,” he said. 
   he noted that a new act 
will be brought to Parlia-
ment immediately to be 
tabled. 
   “This will be done to exp-
and powers to the courts to 
order the taking of finger-

prints and photographs for 
several offences, which 
were not covered under the 
old Finger Prints act,” Mr. 
holness said. 
   The proposed amendments 
will also expand the off-
ences scheduled, expand 
the groups authorised to 
take fingerprints, extend 
the time for the retention of 
fingerprints, and provide for 
the use of approved mod-
ern technology for elec-
tronic taking of the 
fingerprints and the storage 
of data. 
   The Government is also 
moving to prepare legisla-
tion that will provide stiffer 
penalties for murder. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness


