
PRIME MINISTER the 
most. Hon. Andrew 
Holness says that 

states of Public emergency 
(soes) are necessary to 
address the upsurge in crimi-
nal activity. 
    states of Public emergency 
have been declared in several 
parishes and police divisions 
islandwide. 
    these are the parishes of 
Clarendon, st. Catherine, 
st. James, Westmoreland 
and Hanover and specified 
areas of Kingston and st. 
Andrew. 
    “We have seen an 
increase in criminal activity 
in these areas and, indeed, a 
threat to property and in 
some instances, public dis-
order. it is important to note 
that we are also approaching 
the Christmas season, and 

this will require the deploy-
ment of even greater resour-
ces,” he said. 

    the Prime minister was 
speaking during a press con-
ference held at the office of 

the Prime minister on 
november 15. 
    He noted that the 
Government must act in a pre-
emptive way and maximise 
the available resources to save 
lives and property from the 
threats that exist. 
    “We cannot sit by and do 
nothing. We wish the opposi-
tion would see this because 
our Constitution requires that 
they participate… but let it not 
be said that your Government 
did not act, and act justly, 
judiciously, with sufficient care 
for the people.” 
    meanwhile, Chief of Defence 
staff, Jamaica Defence Force 
(JDF), rear Admiral Antonette 
Wemyss-Gorman assured citi-
zens that the security forces are 
adequately trained and oriented 
to protect the human rights of 
all Jamaicans. 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness fields questions 
from journalists during a press conference at the Office of the 
Prime Minister in St. Andrew on November 15.
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Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of 
Economic Growth and Job Creation, with responsi-
bility for Works, Hon. Everald Warmington (second 
left), converses with Member of Parliament for St. 
Ann South Western, Zavia Mayne, during a tour of 
several roads in the area on November 16. 


