
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says the 

Government is taking a 
strategic approach to road 
rehabilitation across Jamaica.  
   “What your Government 
has been doing, above every-
thing else and for which we 
cannot be, in any way, rea-
sonably criticised, is… man-
aging the economy, growing 
the economy, increasing our 
revenue collection [and] pro-
tecting our revenue, so that 
we have more resources to 
deal with your roads,” Mr. 
Holness added. 
   He was speaking during a 
contract signing ceremony 
at Jamaica House on Oct-
ober 24 for phase three of 
the Fairfield to Point road re-
habilitation project in St. 
James.  
   This phase covers 1.8 km 
of roadway from Friendship 
to Hurlock for which the con-
tract is valued $163.5 million. 
   The project is a partner-
ship between the Tourism 
Enhancement Fund (TEF) 
and the Ministry of Econ-
omic Growth and Job 
Creation and is being facili-
tated through the National 
Works Agency (NWA). 

Mr. Holness said he under-
stands and appreciates pub-
lic concern regarding the 
deteriorated state of some of 
the nation’s roads. 
   “I understand your frustra-
tion with bad roads. I under-
stand when you are moved 
to the point of a demonstra-
tion, where you feel that 
there is no other way to get 
the attention of the Govern-
ment. It is not that we don’t 

know, it is not that we are 
unaware or that we don’t 
see,” he assured. 
   Consequently, Prime Min-
ister Holness said the 
Government, in being strate-
gic with the 2022/23 budget 
for road works, totalling 
approximately $4.5 billion, 
has sought to build durable 
roadways. 
   “It doesn’t mean that we 
do this to the exclusion of 

your local subsidiary and 
secondary roads. We do 
make allocations to treat 
with local roads. In almost 
every constituency across 
Jamaica, local roads are 
being repaired. I don’t want 
my Jamaican brothers and 
sisters to feel that they are 
out there in rural parts of the 
country and Government 
doesn’t pay attention to 
them,” he added. 

ADVT.

Jamaica and UAE Sign Double Taxation Agreement

Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second right, seated) signs a con-
tract, valued at $163.5 million, for phase three of the Fairfield to Point Road 
Rehabilitation Project in St. James. Also signing (from left) are representative of 
the contractors, J and L Equipment Construction Services, Junior Minott; Minister 
of Tourism and Member of Parliament for St. James East Central, Hon. Edmund 
Bartlett; and Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job 
Creation, Hon. Audrey Sewell. Standing (from left) are Executive Director, Tourism 
Enhancement Fund, Dr. Carey Wallace; Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry 
of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Everald Warmington; and Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer, National Works Agency, Varden Downer. 

Strategic approach to Road 
Rehabilitation by Gov’t  

JAMAICA AND the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) have 
established an agreement 
that will prevent double tax-
ation and fiscal evasion, 
with respect to taxes on 
income.   
   Minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke, and the 
UAE’s Ambassador to 
Jamaica, His Excellency 
Bader Abdullah Saeed 
Almatrooshi, signed the 
Double Taxation 
Agreement (DTA) at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade in 
downtown Kingston, on 
October 20. 
   The DTA is intended to 
provide full protection to 
taxpayers against double 
taxation and facilitate the 
free flow of international 
trade or cross-border trans-
actions and investments, 

as well as technology transfer.   
   Dr. Clarke expressed the 
hope that the agreement 
“will be a signal to investors 
in Jamaica and… the United  
Arab Emirates that the 

vision we have for a shared 
future between the UAE 
and Jamaica is one of 
friendship and prosperity, 
trade, economic relations 
and investment”.   

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Foreign Trade, Senator 

the Hon. Kamina Johnson 

Smith, said the agreement 

provides a backdrop to and 

a snapshot for the future of 

business and investment 

relations that “we aim to 

foster between both coun-

tries”.  

   Ambassador Almatrooshi 

thanked Jamaica for its 

support, emphasising that 

with the agreement, the 

possibilities for both coun-

tries are endless. 

   Jamaica currently has 

DTAs with 15 other coun-

tries – Canada, China, 

Denmark, France, Germany, 

Israel, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 

Norway, Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland, United Kingdom, 

and the USA.   

 

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke (left), and non-resident 
Ambassador of the United Emirates to Jamaica, His 
Excellency Bader Abdullah Saeed Almatrooshi 
(right), display Double Taxation Agreement (DTA) 
documents. Sharing the moment is Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator the Hon. 
Kamina Johnson Smith.

Minister of Local Government and Rural 
Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie (fourth 
right), shares a moment with current and former 
employees of the Social Development Commission 
(SDC) who were awarded for distinguished service 
to agency, during a recent long service, retirement 
and staff recognition awards ceremony at the 
Montego Bay Convention Centre in Rose Hall, St. 
James. The event formed part of activities marking 
the SDC’s 85th anniversary.
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Social Development Commission 
Celebrates 85 Years of Service  

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (left), 
breaks ground for ‘The Vista’ mixed resort-style 
development in Montego Bay, St. James. Others 
(from second left) are Directors of Vista Montego 
Bay Resorts Development Company Limited, 
Constantine Hinds and Claudette Crooks, and 
Chairman, John Leiba.


