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PRIME MINISTER, the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness is encouraging 

persons occupying property 
adjoining the Clifton community 
in St. Catherine informally, to 
contact SCJ Holdings Limited, 
which owns the lands, to assist 
in arriving at a solution. 
   He was speaking to the 
occupants during a visit to the 
area on Friday October 7.  
   On Thursday October 6,  a 
demolition excercise was carried 
out on some structures illegally 
built on the lands located in the 
Greater Bernard Lodge Dev-
elopment Area.    
   The Prime Minister, in 
empathising with the residents, 
discussed ways in which they 
can legally occupy the lands. 
   “I am a builder… I don’t like to 
lick down things. All I have been 
telling people to do is build… 
but we cannot build illegally,” he 
emphasised. 
   Mr. Holness told the residents 
that they will have opportunities 
to purchase houses in the 
Development Area.  
   “We have put in place a 
masterplan that will put 15,000 

houses in this area, not for rich 
people. There are [arrange-
ments] to make sure the 
houses are affordable, and 
those houses are going to be 
developed by the Housing 
Agency of Jamaica (HAJ) and 
the National Housing Trust 
(NHT); those are the legitimate 
authorities of the Government to 
develop housing,” he advised. 
   “You’re going to have options 
to acquire the land itself… you 
will have options to acquire a 

starter unit and a full [two-
bedroom] unit. Presently, we 
are modelling our target prices,” 
the Prime Minister further said. 
   He indicated that the cost will 
be based on the price range at 
the nearby Catherine Estates, 
while assuring that “you will be 
able to access a mortgage.   
   Mr. Holness encouraged 
persons claiming they were 
swindled into purchasing 
property in the area to file a 
report with the police.  

   “We need to know who gave 
you permission to occupy the 
land… who charged you for 
that. We need to know [and] we 
need to put an end to it. It is 
important that those persons 
are willing to come to us [with 
the evidence and information], 
and the Government will be 
reasonable in all of this. We are 
not unsympathetic to the 
situation, and we want to 
assist,” he said. 

THE COUNTRY’S maritime 
security capabilities have 
been bolstered with the 
acquisition of a marine 
vessel for the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force (JCF). 
  The Rigid Hull Inflatable 
Boat was handed over by 
Japan’s Parliamentary Vice 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Matoshi Akimoto, during a 
ceremony at JCF’s Marine 
Headquarters in Kingston, 
on October 5. 
  The vessel is one of six 
being provided under the 
Government of Japan’s 
J$420 million Grant Aid 
Programme, for which an 
agreement was signed 
during a meeting between 
Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness, and 
the Asian country’s late 
former Prime Minister, 
Shinzo Abe, in December 
2019.     
  Five patrol boats were 
also committed, and will be 
divided between the 
Jamaica Defence Force 
(JDF) and the JCF. Three of 
these are expected to arrive 
by the end of January 2023.  
  Minister of State in the 
Ministry of National Security, 

Hon. Zavia Mayne, in ex-
pressing gratitude for the 
vessels, said the inflatable 
boat will help to boost the 
resources of the JCF and 
JDF to effectively monitor 
Jamaica’s borders.  
  He said that as an island 
nation, Jamaica faces risks 
associated with transna-
tional crimes such as drug 
and weapons trafficking.  
  “The Government con-
tinues to ensure and 
undertake significant mea-
sures to strengthen our 
efforts in coastal surveill-
ance and protection, while 
enhancing our maritime 
security,” the State Minister 
added. 
  Vice-Minister Akimoto 
expressed the hope that 
“the implementation of this 
project will strengthen the 
security activities of the 
JCF, such as the detection 
of offshore criminal activity 
and rescue operations, in 
the event of water 
accidents”. 
  He assured that Japan 
remains committed to 
strengthening the partner-
ship with Jamaica. 

Jamaica Poised t   o Earn US$5B 
from Tourism in 2023  

JAMAICA IS poised to gene-
rate a projected US$5 billion 
in earnings from tourism for 
the 2023 calendar year. 
    This is based on the 
current trend in the industry’s 
out-turns, according to Portfolio 
Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett. 
    He said the country is also 
expected to welcome five 
million visitors in 2024, one 
year ahead of the initial target 
timeline. 
   The Minister was address-
ing the Jamaica Customer 
Service Association’s (JCSA) 
National Customer Service 
Week and Service Excellence 
virtual conference on October 5. 
    Mr. Bartlett said the 2023 
revenue inflow projection was 
based on the fact that come 
the end of 2022, “we are 
going to pass US$4 billion [in] 
earnings”, describing this as 
“a huge achievement… for 
the industry”.  
   “We are now seeing [over] 
the last three or four months of 
reporting, starting in June, 
where we are exceeding [the] 
arrivals for 2019. Initially, we 
had set ourselves the target of 
having five million visitors 
[and] earning US$5 billion 
over five years. We had set 
that in 2020 to make it a 
programme for 2025, [and] we 
are well down the wicket in that 
regard,” the Minister said. 
    Mr. Bartlett said the tourism 
industry is rebounding well 

from the two-year slump 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic and continues to 
experience growth.  
    The Planning Institute of 
Jamaica (PIOJ) April to June 
2022 Quarterly Report 
indicates that tourism con-
tinues to drive the country’s 
post-COVID-19 economic 
recovery.  
   The economy grew by 5.7 
per cent during the period, 
relative to the corresponding 
quarter in 2021, with the 
tourism and hospitality sector 
contributing substantially. 
   Data from the PIOJ indicate 
that the ‘Hotels and 
Restaurants’ subsector grew 
by an estimated 55.4 per cent.

Jamaica’s Maritime Security 
Capabilities Bolstered

Gov’t to Undertake Major Buildout of Tax Offices

Minister without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister, 
Hon. Floyd Green (right), presents Maxine Cross with the keys 
to her home that was constructed at Barry Street in Central 
Kingston, under the New Social Housing Programme (NSHP). 
The presentation was made on October 6. Sharing the 
moment (from left) are: Mayor of Kingston, Senator Councillor 
Delroy Williams; Member of Parliament, Kingston Central, 
Donovan Williams; a community member; and Minister of 
Local Government and Rural Development, Hon. Desmond 
McKenzie.

Minister of State in the Ministry of National Security, 
Hon. Zavia Mayne (second right), cuts the ribbon with 
Japan’s Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Matoshi Akimoto (centre), during a handover ceremony 
for a Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat, at the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force’s Marine Headquarters in Kingston 
on October 5. Also participating (from left) are: 
Ambassador of Japan to Jamaica, His Excellency 
Masaya Fujiwara; Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade, Senator the Hon. Kamina Johnson 
Smith; and Police Commissioner, Major General 
Antony Anderson. 

Help for Informal Occupants of 
Greater Bernard Lodge Lands  

Jamaica Elected to ICAO Council
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THE GOVERNMENT will be 
undertaking a major buildout 
of tax offices over the next 
several years. 
     Minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke, who 
made the announcement, 
said the programmed activi-
ties include the construction 
of new buildings and 
renovation of existing spaces.  
    He was speaking during a 
Tax Audit and Revenue 
Administration (TARA) prog-
ramme graduation ceremony 
at the Jamaica Pegasus 
Hotel in New Kingston, on 
October 5. 
    Dr. Clarke advised that 
the Cross Roads Tax Office 
in Kingston will be the first to 
be upgraded, and is slated 
to be transformed into a 
structure with upwards of 
five storeys. 
    He said, when comple-
ted, the office will be 
equipped with drive-through 
smart facilities, among other 
features, to serve the public 
seamlessly. 

    The Minister said Tax 
Administration Jamaica’s 
(TAJ) online portal is also 
slated to be improved, 
rendering it more customer-
friendly. 
   “To improve the exper-
ience of the Jamaican 
citizen with their Govern-
ment, is to ensure that there 

is digital access and that  
...access is seamless and 
easy to use,” he outlined.  
    Noting that the project will 
be “the largest that we have 
had in Jamaica’s history”, Dr. 
Clarke said it supports the 
Government’s drive to 
improve the public’s interac-
tion with the TAJ. 

   “The experience that 
Jamaicans have with the tax 
office is one of the 
experiences that define 
government to them. We 
have to improve [that] 
interaction, and the first way 
of doing that is to upgrade 
the physical environment,” 
he pointed out.

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke (left), 
addressing the Tax Audit and Revenue Administration (TARA) programme 
graduation ceremony on October 5.

JAMAICA HAS been elected 
to the powerful 36-member 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) Council 
for the 2022-2025 triennium. 
  The election took place 
during the ICAO’s 41st 
Assembly, which was held at 
the Organization’s head-
quarters in Montréal, 
Canada, from September 27 
to October 7. 
  Minister of Transport and 
Mining, Hon. Audley Shaw, 
who headed Jamaica’s dele-
gation to the Assembly, 
described the country’s elec-
tion to the Council as “a 
pivotal one for the nation 
and region”. 
      He contended that this 
will ensure a platform for 
more uniform and inclusive 
participation in aviation 
deliberations and develop-
ment, across all regions.  
  “This will be achieved 
through greater and more 
strategic representation of 
our special needs and 

circumstances, as well as 
the infusion of unique, 
dynamic, and novel perspec-
tives that can regenerate, 
further stabilise, and assist 
the growth of the aviation 
sector,” the Minister said. 

  Mr. Shaw emphasised that 
Jamaica sees its role as 
increasingly important as the 
country positions itself to 
support the much-needed 
acceleration of the aviation  
industry’s key development 

and sustainability priorities.  
  Jamaica has been an 
ICAO Member State since 
1963, and represented the 
English-speaking Caribbean 
on the Council from 1977 to 
1986. 

Transport and Mining Minister, Hon. Audley Shaw (right), and International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) Secretary-General, Juan Carlos Salazar (second right), with 
members of Jamaica’s delegation who attended the ICAO’s 41st Assembly. From left 
are: Director General, Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority, Nari Williams-Singh; Chief 
Technical Director, Ministry of Transport and Mining, Dr. Janine Dawkins; and Jamaica’s 
High Commissioner to Canada, Her Excellency Sharon J. Miller.

New Social Housing Beneficiary

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) listens to (from left) Shaniel 
Francis and Reneesha Samuels, who were among the persons indicating that they 
purchased lots on lands adjoining the Clifton community in St. Catherine to build 
homes. The Prime Minister visited the area on Friday October 7.


