
J AMAICANS ARE being 
encouraged to work 
together to build a 

nation which honours the 
sacrifices of the country’s 
forefathers and stands out as 
a proud example to the 
region and the world. 
    Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness, in his 
National Heroes Day mes-
sage, said Jamaica’s fore-
bears, through their sacrifices 
and struggles, are extraordi-
nary models and lessons in 
resolve, strength of character, 
grit, determination, selflessness, 
grace and dignity.  
    “They represent, not only 
the celebrated and memori-
alised extraordinary achieve-
ments of our past, but they 

represent the potential of our 
future, if we model their 
examples, learn from their 

experience and draw inspira-
tion from their sacrifice and 
accomplishments,” he noted. 

    Against this background, 
the Prime Minister encour-
aged persons to emulate the 
traits of Jamaica’s National 
Heroes and “fight against 
those figurative shackles in 
our society, representing the 
mindset and mentality, which 
hold us captive and prevent 
us from realising our full 
potential as a people and as 
a nation”. 
    “As we seek to transform 
our nation, in the words of Sir 
Alexander Bustamante, ‘Let 
us resolve to work together, 
under the law, to build a 
Jamaica which will last, and 
of which we and the genera-
tions to follow may be proud’,” 
Mr. Holness said. 

More Tourism Workers Urged to 
Get Vaccinated Against COVID-19

Minister of Tourism,  
Hon. Edmund Bartlett
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Let us Collectively Build an 
Exemplary Nation – PM Holness

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness    

A TOTAL of 100 units have, so 
far, been built and delivered 
under the Government’s New 
Social Housing Programme 
(NSHP). 
     Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness says 
this demonstrates that the 
society’s neediest persons 
were being rapidly reached 
under the initiative.  
     The NSHP, which was con-
ceptualised by the Prime Min-
ister and implemented in 2018, 
targets the relocation of vul-
nerable communities, giving 
priority to persons in imminent 
danger and upgrading tene-
ment yards (one in each of the 
63 constituencies). 
     Speaking in Pusey, St. 
Catherine, on October 13, Mr. 
Holness reiterated his Admin-
istration’s seriousness about 
building homes for individuals 
unable to afford mortgages. 
     This, he added, while 
ensuring that houses can be 
accessed at affordable costs 
through the Housing Agency 

of Jamaica (HAJ) and the 
National Housing Trust (NHT). 
     Mr. Holness said the 
Government, which is sup-
portive of persons trying to 
own their homes, has 
approached the matter of 
housing and land acquisition 
in a “strategic way”.  
     “The Government has the 
fundamental duty of ensuring 
that whatever is done, is done 
within the law. The rule of law 
is very important, and an 
important part is securing 
property rights,” he under-
scored. 
     The Prime Minister also 
emphasised that the Private 
Sector must play an integral 
role in providing homes, noting 
that many stakeholders are 
doing so expeditiously. 
     This, Mr. Holness added, 
while the HAJ and the NHT 
continue to cater to a large 
segment of the population 
who can’t benefit from houses 
built by private developers. 
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words of Sir 
Alexander 
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under the law, to 
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the generations to 
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TWO HUNDRED and twenty- 
one outstanding Jamaicans 
will be recognised at today’s 
National Honours and 
Awards Ceremony on the 
lawns of King’s House, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
     The ceremony, to be 
presided over by Governor-
General, His Excellency the 
Most Hon. Sir Patrick Allen, 
is being held in-person for 
the first time since 2019. 
     It was staged virtually 
over the past two years, in 
keeping with COVID-19     
protocols. 
     Heading the list of recipi-
ents this year is Hon. Olivia 
Grange, CD, MP, who is one 
of 10 individuals being con-
ferred with the Order of 
Jamaica (OJ), for sterling 
contribution to cultural 
development and political 
administration. 
     Other notable Jamaicans 
to receive the OJ are Audrey 
Vivia Sewell, CD, for distin-
guished contribution to the 
public service; Shelly-Ann 
Fraser Pryce, CD, for out-
standing performance in the 
field of athletics at the inter-
national level; Hon. Mr. 
Justice (Ret’d) Karl Stanhope 

Harrison, CD, for distin-
guished service to the legal 
profession and the advance-
ment of electoral democ-
racy in Jamaica; and Sheryl 
Lee Ralph (Honorary), for 
sterling contribution as an 
Actress, Cultural Ambas-
sador for Jamaica and con-
tribution to the international 
film industry. 
     Thirty persons will be 
conferred with the Order of 
Distinction, in the Rank of 
Commander [CD]; 35, the 
Order of Distinction in the 
Rank of Officer [OD]; six, the 
Badge of Honour for 
Gallantry {BH(G)}; 29, the 
Badge of Honour for 
Meritorious Service {BH(M)}; 
and 30, the Badge of 
Honour for Long and 
Faithful Service {BH(L)}. 
     Two members of the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force 
(JCF) will receive the Medal 
of Honour for Gallantry. 
     Meanwhile, 78 members 
of the Jamaica Defence 
Force (JDF), Department of 
Correctional Services (DCS), 
Jamaica Fire Brigade (JFB), 
and JCF will be bestowed 
with the Medal of Honour for 
Meritorious Service. 

Outstanding Jamaicans to be 
Recognised Today

100 New Social Housing Units Delivered

THE FIRST National Identi-
fication System (NIDS) enrol-
ment centre has been com-
pleted.  
     The facility is located at 
the Central Sorting Office in 
Kingston and will be the first 
site to roll out the NIDS Pilot 
Programme at the end of the 
year. 
     Minister without Portfolio 
in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Hon. Floyd Green, 
made the announcement    
during a post-Cabinet press 
briefing at Jamaica House, 
on October 12.  
     Mr. Green, who has 
responsibility for NIDS, also 
informed that contractors are 
already engaged for four 
additional enrolment centres 
throughout Kingston and St. 
Andrew.  
     A NIDS pre-enrolment 
software is also expected to 
be completed by the end of 
October to early November.  
     This will allow citizens to 
log their information into the 
NIDS database and make an 
appointment to visit the enrol-
ment site.  
     The Minister pointed out 
that members of the Dias-
pora will be able to engage 
and register for a new identi-
fication card, once they are a 

citizen of Jamaica or have 
been a resident for at least 
six months. 
     He said a team from the 
Registrar General’s Depart-
ment (RGD) and the Passport, 
Immigration and Citizenship 
Agency (PICA) have already 
engaged 500 Jamaicans living 
in the United Kingdom on 
matters such as birth certifi-
cates, among other provisions.  
     The buildout of a facility to 
digitise RGD’s records from 
1930, according to Minister 
Green, is 90 per cent com-
plete and “we expect to open 
that… in November to begin”. 

THIRTY UNITS in phase one 
of the Roseneath Park housing 
development in Old Harbour, 
St. Catherine, were handed 
over to proud new home-  
owners during a ceremony on 
October 12. 

     The houses are part of 
140 detached two-bedroom 
units to be purchased by the 
National Housing Trust (NHT) 
from Roseneath Developers 
Limited under the guaranteed 
purchase programme (GPP). 
Of that number, 70 units will 
be made available in phase 
one.  
     The ceremony featured 
the special handover of a modi- 
fied, wheelchair accessible 
unit to Jamaica Constabulary 
Force (JCF) member, Consta-
ble Owen Graham, who was 
injured in the line of duty.  
     Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness, in his 
address, said the housing 
development is in keeping 
with the Government’s efforts 
to make homeownership pos-
sible for all Jamaicans. 

     “Handing over houses to 
my fellow Jamaicans always 
gives me great pleasure, as 
each house handed over 
means that one more family 
has received an opportunity 
to make homeownership a 
reality and to start their journey 
in the creation of generational 
wealth. What a joy it is to finally 
begin to pay mortgage instead 
of rent. This is the dream of 
most Jamaicans,” he said. 
     The development is  com-
plete with infrastructure such 
as paved roads with curbs, 
street names, traffic signs, 
storm water drains, a water 
distribution network, chain-
link perimeter fence, central 
sewage collection and treat-
ment system, and an electrical 
distribution system with 
streetlights.  

 
  

 

 

30 Houses Handed Over in Roseneath Park Phase One

First NIDS Enrolment Centre  
Completed

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd right), hands over keys to a new 
home in Roseneath Park phase one to Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) member, 
Constable Owen Graham. Sharing the moment are Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of National Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang (right); Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
Raymond Wilson (left); and Police Commissioner, Major General Antony Anderson.
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Minister without Portfolio 
in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Hon. Floyd Green 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) 
addresses residents of Pusey, St. Catherine, prior to the 
handover of a three-bedroom house, constructed under 
the Government’s New Social Housing Programme (NSHP), 
to Alwyn Lawrence (left), on Wednesday October 13.
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pleasure, as each 
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more family has 
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opportunity 

 to make  
homeownership  

a reality.”

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton (centre), is presented with 
medical equipment and supplies for Jamaica’s 
COVID-19 response by Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO)/World Health Organization 
(WHO) Representative for Jamaica, Bermuda and 
the Cayman Islands, Ian Stein. The supplies, val-
ued at approximately $11.94 million (US$78,694.67), 
were donated by the United States (US) Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
the PAHO/WHO. The presentation was made at 
the PAHO/WHO Country Office, University of 
the West Indies (UWI), Mona, St. Andrew, on 
October 13. Others (from 2nd left) are: US CDC 
Country Director for Jamaica and the Carib-
bean Regional Programme, Dr. Emily Kainne 
Dokubo; PAHO Advisor, Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, Dr. Marion Bullock DuCasse; 
and Senior Medical Officer, Bustamante 
Hospital for Children, Dr. Michelle-Ann 
Richards-Dawson.

Jamaica Receives Medical Equipment and Supplies for COVID-19 Response
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