
Prime miNisTer 
the most hon. 
Andrew holness 

says that challenging 
circumstances are no 
excuse for having an 
illegal gun and using it to 
commit crimes. 
   Noting that the poor and 
vulnerable are those who 
are most affected by these 
crimes, mr. holness said it 
is no longer an excuse for 
youngsters “who claim that 
[because they are from] 
poor households and low-
income families without 
opportunities, that the only 
way out is to get a gun”. 
   The Prime minister was 
speaking at the handover of 
an apartment complex as 
part of the Government of 
Jamaica’s social housing 
initiative, at Fourth street, 
Belrock in Kingston on 
september 23. 
   mr. holness said that the 
Government is aware of the 
challenging social circum-
stances that exist and “we 
are working to address 
both sides of the equation”. 
   “We’re treating with the 
social circumstances, and 
we are dealing harshly with 
criminal and violent, 
elements in our [society], 
he noted. 

   he reiterated that the 
Government intends to 
initiate a gun amnesty, 
once the Firearms (Pro-
hibition, restriction and 
regulation) Act is entered 
into force. 

   The legislation, among 
other things, establishes 
harsher penalties for 
offences connected to the 
illicit trade, manufacture, 
stockpiling, possession 
and use of illegal guns. 

   The amnesty will allow 
persons who are in 
possession of illegal 
firearms and ammunition 
to surrender them to the 
state without prosecution. 

Challenging Circumstances 
Not an Excuse for Crime – PM

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness speaking at the handover of an 
apartment complex at Fourth Street, Belrock in Kingston on September 23.

DisCussioNs Are are to 
be held between the 
ministry of science, 
energy and Technology 
and the Consumer 
Affairs Commission (CAC) 
regarding the publica-
tion of fuel prices. 
   This, to enable con-
sumers to make informed 
decisions when purchas-
ing the commodity. 
   speaking at the 
Petrojam Private sector 
Breakfast Forum at the 
AC hotel by marriott 
Kingston on september 
21, Portfolio minister, 
hon. Daryl Vaz, said the 
dialogue will facilitate 
the creation of a memo-
randum of understand-
ing (mou) between the 
entities. 
   The event sought to 
educate private sector 
stakeholders about 
Petrojam’s pricing mech-
anism. 
   “There has to be a 
partnership, and i can 

remember very well 
when there was volatility 
in the food prices, and i 
remember those double 
page ads in the green 
and the red. The green 
was a go and the red 
was no go, and you saw 
the effect of it. You have 
to give the people the 
information to allow 
them to make that deci-
sion,” the minister said. 
   he added that “right 
now, they know of a par-
ticular place that they 
usually buy from… they 
think it’s low, maybe 
lower; and, therefore, it is 
a function of information 
going out there”. 
   “so i am going to 
encourage a discussion, 
to take place as soon as 
possible, and to come 
up with a mou in relation 
to how that (fuel price 
publication) will happen 
and how frequent,” mr. 
Vaz added. 

Tourism Recycling Partnership Extended to Kingston and 
South Coast  

 Fire Victims Benefit from 
new Apartment Complex  
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Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, 
Hon. Daryl Vaz, addresses the Petrojam Private 
Sector Breakfast Forum, at the AC Hotel by 
Marriott Kingston, on September 21.  At left is 
Petrojam Chairman, Wayne Chen.

The Tourism Product 
Development Company 
Limited (TPDCo) and 
recycling Partners of 
Jamaica (rPJ) have 
expanded their joint recy-
cling initiative, which aims 
to reduce plastic pollution 
in resort areas. 
   representatives of both 
entities signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing (mou) on 
september 22, to extend 
the Tourism sector 
recycling Partnership to 
hotels and attractions in 
Kingston and the south 
Coast. 
   entities in these areas 
will be equipped with 
plastic container recycling 
bins, cages, and other 
disposal options to be 
utilised by visitors and 
employees. 
   The recycling partner-
ship is already in place in 
ocho rios, montego Bay, 
and Negril.  
   executive Director of 
TPDCo, Wade mars, in 
his remarks during the 
mou signing ceremony at 
rPJ’s head office in 

Kingston, said engaging 
tourism stakeholders in 
recycling practices is crucial 
in ensuring the sector’s 
sustainability, particularly 
as Jamaica continues to 
record increased visitor 
arrivals. 
   “The waste that’s gen-
erated to feed these vis-
itors… you [can] imagine, 

is significant. By partner-
ing with the different 
hotels and attractions 
across the resort areas, it 
gives us a framework to 
capture waste before it 
gets into the natural envi-
ronment,” he noted. 
   Chairman of rPJ, Dr. 
Damien King, said main-
taining the environment 

requires a national effort. 
   “As a society, we are dis-
satisfied with the conse-
quences of our improper 
disposal of plastic, and 
we are making a concerted 
effort, to take our plastic 
bottles out of the normal 
waste stream and [making 
them] available for recy-
cling,” he said.  

Executive Director, Tourism Product Development Company Limited (TPDCO), 
Wade Mars (left), and Chairman, Recycling Partners of Jamaica (RPJ), Dr. Damien 
King, shake hands following the ceremony, held on September 22, at the RPJ’s 
head office in Kingston. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second 
right) cuts the ribbon at the handover ceremony for 
an apartment complex located at Fourth Street, 
Belrock in Kingston on September 23. Others (from 
left) are Minister of Local Government and Rural 
Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie, beneficiary, 
Lucinda Ratigation, and Mayor of Kingston and St. 
Andrew, His Worship, Councillor  
Delroy Williams.
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