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PM Calls on Developed Countries 
to Stem Illegal Gun Flow
PRIME MInIsTER the 

Most. hon. andrew 
holness is calling on 

developed countries to do 
more to stem the flow of illicit 
guns into developing nations 
such as Jamaica. 
   addressing the 77th 
united nations General as-
sembly (unGa) in new York 
on september 22, Mr. hol-
ness noted that several 
countries in Latin america 
and the Caribbean are facing 
an epidemic of crime and 
violence, which has been 
exacerbated since CoVId-19. 
   he said that the situation is 
worsened by the influx of il-
legal and unregistered small 
arms into the countries.  
   “from organised transna-
tional criminal enterprises to 
street level gangs, to the 
misguided youth in the inner 
city, the availability of guns is 
driving an ever-increasing 
homicide rate. In the same 
way that a war on drugs is 
being prosecuted, in which 

we have been faithful part-
ners in policing what comes 
through our waters or leaves 
our shores, there now needs 
to be a war on guns,” Mr. 
holness said. 

   he pointed out that “Ja-
maica does not manufacture 
guns, but our population suf-
fers from the effects of 
widely available guns. The 
countries that manufacture 

weapons that are available to 
the public must implement 
stronger measures to ensure 
that those weapons do not 
end up on streets and in the 
hands of people for whom 
they were not intended.”  
   “In the same way there is 
concern about illegal drugs 
on the streets of the rich 
countries, there must be 
concern about guns on the 
streets of developing coun-
tries like Jamaica,” the Prime 
Minister stressed. 

Prime Minister the Most. Hon. Andrew Holness addresses 
the 77th United Nations General Assembly in New York 
on September 22.

soME $5 MILLIon has been 
allocated by the Jamaica 
Bauxite Institute (JBI) to carry 
out refurbishing work at the 
Broadleaf health Centre in 
Manchester.  
   approximately 5,000 resi-
dents of the community and 
surrounding areas are ex-
pected to benefit from the 
project, which is expected to 
start in october and end be-
fore Christmas. 

   The improvement works 
will facilitate the reopening of 
the facility, which has been 
closed for some time, with 
residents now accessing 
care at the Porus or Mandev-
ille health centres. 
   Quantity surveyor at the 
southern Regional health 
authority (sRha), Bobby 
Barton, who led a tour of the 
clinic on september 21, said 
that the scope of works will 
cover the addition of a room 

at the rear of the building, 
which was a request from the 
medical team. 
   “We have a sum for the pa-
tient and staff bathrooms, 
handrails, upgrades of electri-
cal works, termite treatment 
for the entire building, plumb-
ing upgrades,” he noted. 
   director of Bauxite Lands 
for the JBI, Kemoy Lindsay, 
said that the rehabilitation of 
the Broadleaf health Centre 
is part of a comprehen-

s ive rollout of healthcare 
support for bauxite-producing 
communities.  
   “We are currently looking 
at Broadleaf as well as 
alexandria hospital in st. 
ann and Black River hospital 
in st. Elizabeth, because it is 
of importance to the JBI that 
the money earned from 
bauxite must go back to sup-
port that aspect of society,” he 
noted. 
 
 
 
 
   

Director of Bauxite Lands, Jamaica Bauxite Institute (JBI), Kemoy Lindsay (left), and 
Acting Parish Manager, Manchester Health Department, Carlton Nichols (centre), in 
discussion with Member of Parliament for Manchester Central, Rhoda Crawford, 
during a tour of Broadleaf Health Centre in Manchester on September 21. 
  
 

Fire-Affected Farmers in Flagaman,  
St. Elizabeth Get Help

Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Hon. 
Pearnel Charles Jr. (right), 
tags a cow on a live-
stock farm in Alexandria, 
St. Ann, under the  
National Animal Identifi-
cation and Traceability 
System (NAITS), on Sep-
tember 21. Assisting is 
Animal Health Technician, 
Desmond Thompson (left). 
  
 

ThE MInIsTRY of Labour 
and social security is insti-
tuting a framework for the 
effective and efficient imple-
mentation of the Revised 
national Policy for senior 
Citizens. 
   Portfolio Minister, hon. 
Karl samuda, who made the 
disclosure, said the policy 
should strengthen the na-
tional Council for senior Cit-
izens’ (nCsC) capacity to 
deal with matters impacting 
the elderly. 
   he added that the Min-
istry will be engaging its 
stakeholders to deliver, 
monitor and evaluate pro-
grammes and initiatives in 
this regard. 
   The Minister was addres-
sing the semi-virtual launch 
of national senior Citizens 
Week 2022, on september 

21, at the aC hotel by Mar-
riott, Kingston, during which 
the policy was presented. 
   Mr. samuda noted that 
the policy is an embodiment 
of the Government’s vision 
that senior citizens should 
live and participate actively 

in a society “that promotes 
their responsibilities, recog-
nises their capacities, capa-
bilities, and contributions, 
as well as facilitate their 
enjoyment of a life of fulfil-
ment, health and security.” 
   The policy, which is now 
available on the Ministry’s 
website, also seeks to pro-
mote an environment that 
facilitates, guarantees, en-
hances and protects the 
rights of senior citizens 
through responsive, respect- 
ful, and integrated pro-
grammes and provisions. 
   activities for senior Citizens 
Week 2022, from september 
25 to october 1, are being    
organised by the nCsC, 
under the theme: ‘ageing 
Jamaica: Epitomising Re-
silience and Greatness’. 

Cattle Farmers Urged to Get Animals Tagged
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faRMERs In flagaman st. 
Elizabeth, who suffered loss 
in a bush fire have received 
much-needed farm inputs 
and supplies to assist their 
recovery. 
   The items, provided by the 
Ministry of agriculture and 
fisheries in collaboration 
with private stakeholders, 
include seeds, fertilisers, 
herbicides, guinea grass, 
insecticide, farming tools, 
black water tanks, irrigation 
kits and clothing. 
   Portfolio Minister, hon. 
Pearnel Charles Jr., handed 
over the supplies during a 
ceremony held at the new 
Testament Church of God 
in the commun ity on 
september 22.  
   The men and women, who 
are among 490 registered 
farmers in the area, suffered 
loss of crops and irrigation 
equipment, tools and sup-
plies, amounting to approxi-
mately $3.8 million, in a bush 
fire on august 16. The crops 
lost include watermelon, can-
taloupe, as well as  mulch.  
   Minister Charles Jr said 
that the support, is aimed at 
bringing the affected farmers 
back into full production.  

   It was in addition to other 
products and support serv-
ices provided through the 
Rural agricultural develop-
ment authority (Rada) and 
the private sector. 
   “We are here, because we 
want the farmers of flaga-
man and farmers across the 
country to know that the 
Ministry is dedicated to en-
suring that we create the en-

vironment where you can 
achieve,” said Mr. Charles Jr. 
   highlighting the contribu-
tion from the private stake-
holders, the Minister said “it 
is very important that we 
continue to strengthen those 
strategic partnerships [and] I 
will do everything that I need 
to do to make sure that your 
community is fitted with the 
support that you deserve”.  

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Pearnel 
Charles Jr. (second right), hands over agricultural 
inputs and supplies to benefit fire-affected farmers in 
Flagaman, St. Elizabeth, on September 22. Accepting 
the items is farmer, Zenora Davis (second left). Sharing 
the moment are Minister without Portfolio in the Office 
of the Prime Minister, Hon. Floyd Green (left), and 
Acting Chief Executive Officer of the Rural Agricultural 
Development Authority, Winston Simpson. 

Broadleaf Clinic In Manchester to Benefit From $5 Million 
Refurbishing

Thousands of Students Enrol 
in Sixth-Form Pathways  
Programme

Framework Being Instituted to Implement 
Revised National Policy for Senior Citizens

“In the same 
way that a war 

on drugs  
is being  

prosecuted… 
there now needs 

to be a war  
on guns.”

Thousands of students 
have enrolled in the Ministry 
of Education and Youth’s 
sixth-form Pathways Pro-
gramme, which was rolled 
out at the start of the 
2022/23 academic year. 

   “Based on the reviews 
that we’ve had it has been a 
very successful rollout of 
the programme. [from] the 
reports we’re seeing from 
schools all across the is-
land, thousands of students 
have taken up the opportu-
nity,” said Minister without 
Portfolio in the office of the 
Prime Minister with Re-
sponsibility for Information, 
hon. Robert Morgan. 

   he was speaking during a 
post-Cabinet press briefing 
at Jamaica house, on 
Wednesday (september 21). 
   Mr. Morgan explained 
that one of the factors be-
hind the success is a part-
nership involving the 
Government, the public ed-
ucation system and tertiary 
level institutions, particu-
larly in relation to providing 
spaces for the students. 
   “When the Ministry of Ed-
ucation did their assess-
ment, they found that we 
had over 20,000 spaces 
within the education system 
that could be used for the 
[programme]. These are not 
just restricted to high 
schools, but they are also in 
tertiary institutions. That is 
why we engaged tertiary in-
stitutions, and a lot of 
[them] came on board,” the 
Minister informed. 
   he said the Government 
has also provided the re-
sources, such as grants and 
other assistance, to both 
tertiary and secondary insti-
tutions to accommodate 
the students. 
   Through the programme, 
secondary level students 
are exposed to various 
pathways, such as skills 
and vocational training, and 
not just academics. 

Minister without Portfolio 
in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, with Responsi-
bility for Information, 
Hon. Robert Morgan  

Labour and Social Security 
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