
T HE PRIME minister’s 
medal of appreciation 
for service to education 

was presented to 80 educators 
on september 8, for their 
outstanding contributions to 
the sector. 
    held at Jamaica house, the 
ceremony saw educators from 
the 2021 and 2022 cohorts 
receiving their medals. 
    the number of awards for 
this year was doubled, due to 
the postponement of the 2021 
ceremony, in compliance with 
the covid-19 public health 
protocols.  
    in his address, Prime 
minister the most hon. andrew 
holness commended the hon-
ourees for their service, noting 
that its value to national devel-
opment is inestimable. 
    “Jamaica cannot honour 
you enough, but please know 

we are grateful. through this 
special ceremony, we are 
recognising your dedication 
and service above self,” he 
said. 
    addressing the issue of 
teacher migration, the Prime 
minister thanked those who 
have chosen to remain in the 
profession to give their tal-
ents to the continued devel-
opment of the local educa-
tion sector. 
    “as Prime minister, let me 
assure you that i am fully 
aware of the level of sacrifice, 
commitment, and great sense 
of responsibility you bring to 
bear to your duties on a daily 
basis. i therefore take this 
opportunity to salute all our 
teachers for giving of your 
best as classroom teachers, 
administrators, counsellors, 
and trainers,” he said. 

Outstanding Educators Receive 
PM’s Medal of Appreciation

Governor-General, His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir Patrick 
Allen (seated, fourth left) and Prime Minister, the Most Hon. 
Andrew Holness (seated, third left), with the recipients of 
the Prime Minister’s Medal of Appreciation for Service to 
Education, at the awards ceremony, held on September 8 at 
Jamaica House.  Also sharing the moment (from left) are: 
Education and Youth Minister, Hon. Fayval Williams; Prime 
Minister’s wife and Member of Parliament for East Rural St. 
Andrew, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness; Opposition 
Spokesman on Education, Training and Competitiveness, 
Senator Damion Crawford; and President of the Jamaica 
Teachers’ Association (JTA), La Sonja Harrison.

ADVT.

the GoveRnment has 
joined with the british Royal 
family, the people of the United 
Kingdom, and the entire 
commonwealth, in mourning 
the passing of her majesty 
Queen elizabeth ii.
    Prime minister the most 
hon. andrew holness said the 
world has lost a global matri-
arch, who was a steadying 
and constant force throughout 
many crises and periods of 
difficulty. 
    “over the course of her 
70-year reign, Queen 
elizabeth ii made an 
immense contribution to the 
world in public life and was 
a close friend of Jamaica. 
as the longest reigning 
british sovereign, Queen 
elizabeth served with dis-
tinction, leading with dignity 

and grace,” mr. holness 
said.
   since her coronation in 
1953, her majesty visited 
Jamaica every decade until 
the early 2000s. her Royal 

tours saw her visiting 
Jamaica in 1953, 1966, 1975, 
1983, 1994 and 2002.
    meanwhile, the Government 
has announced that with 
immediate effect, all flags on 

public buildings should be 
flown at half-mast to mark the 
commencement of a period of 
mourning, from september 8 to 
september 19, 2022.
    a day of mourning will be 
observed on september 19, 
2022. a condolence book will 
be established at King’s 
house with effect from 
september 12 to september 
19, 2022.  
    the book will be available to 
dignitaries in the Lobby of 
King’s house between the 
hours of 10:00 am and 4:00 
pm as of today. condolence 
books will also be established 
in the offices of the custodes 
in all parishes. 
    members of the public will 
be invited to sign the books 
from september 13 to 
september 19, 2022. 

Jamaica to Observe Period of Mourning for Queen Elizabeth II

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck (centre); Chairman, 
Jamaica Umbrella Group of Churches and Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Kingston, His Grace the Most Rev. 
Kenneth Richards (left); and Vice President, the 
Independent Churches of Jamaica, Bishop Dr. Michael 
Smith, sign a restorative justice programme memoran-
dum of understanding, during a ceremony at the Ministry’s 
office in Kingston on September 6.
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