
A workman uses a weed wacker to remove overgrown 
shrubs along a section of Dyke Road in St. Catherine, 
during a clean-up exercise on August 11. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. andrew 
Holness is calling for 

political consensus in dealing 
with crime in Jamaica. 
    speaking at the public pre-
sentation of the national 
Commission on violence 
Prevention held at the Banquet 
Hall, Jamaica House, on 
august 11, Prime Minister 
Holness noted that “we 
haven’t been able to get to 
political consensus”. 

    “We are attempting it. We 
have a framework in place, we 
have the Crime Monitoring 
Oversight Committee (CMOC), 

but we haven’t reached gen-
uine consensus on how to 
tackle crime,” he said. 
    Mr. Holness said it is hoped 
that once the political class is 
confronted with factual data, 
recommendations, and con-
clusions from the Commission, 
which is an independent body, 
they “would then have to look 

at it and come to a reasonable 
understanding as to what we 
need to implement”. 
    the Prime Minster noted 
that reaching an agreement is 
important in ensuring continuity 
of policy measures when 
administrations change. 
    “so, i am using this platform 
to say to our counterparts in 

the Opposition, let us create a 
space in which the treatment 
of violence is not contested 
politically and that we share in 
the victory of overcoming vio-
lence. that is going to be a 
signal achievement for the 
country, and it doesn’t have to 
be anybody getting political 
benefit off it,” he added.

Prime Minister Calls for Political 
Consensus on Crime

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness emphasises a point, as he addresses the 
public presentation of the National Commission on Violence Prevention, at Jamaica 
House, on August 11.

ADVT.

$700 Million Loan Support for 
Entertainment and Transport 
Operators

tHe first pilot enrolment site 
where citizens will be able to 
register for the new national 
identification system (nids), 
will be completed in approxi-
mately two weeks. 
    the location is at the 
Central sorting Office on 
south Camp road in Kingston 
and is the first of five sites that 
will be activated across 
Kingston and st. andrew by 
early October. 
    Minister without Portfolio in 
the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Hon. floyd Green, 
disclosed the details after tour-
ing the site with the Productive 
Business solutions (PBs) con-
sortium on august 11. 
    “i’m really happy to see the 
progress and that we’re moving 
in the right direction. We had 

indicated that we wanted to 
have our first enrolment site 
up and ready by august and, 
based on the trajectory, it 

should be completed in two 
weeks or so,” he stated. 
    Works currently being 
finalised include the installation 

of electrical ports, equipment 
testing, and infrastructure 
fine-tuning. 
    the site will feature work-
stations designed to accom-
modate privacy and equipment 
for biometric captures such as 
fingerprint scanners, docu-
ment scanners, a camera and 
a signature pad. 
    Collected information will 
be stored directly in the 
Government’s primary and 
secondary data centres. 
    “i think Jamaicans must 
rest assured that we are      
taking the highest level of 
security cautions in the 
preparations of these cards 
and the process that we will 
go through in terms of 
inputting the information,” 
he emphasised. 

Minister without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Hon. Floyd Green (right), listens to Programme 
Director of the National Identification System (NIDS), Dr. 
Warren Vernon as they tour the first pilot enrolment site 
at the Central Sorting Office on South Camp Road on 
August 11.  

First NIDS Registration Centre Opening Soon

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses 
the launch of the 2022 Population and Housing Census at 
the AC Marriott Kingston Hotel, on August 10.

2022 Population and Housing Census Launched

“We are attempting it. 
We have a framework 
in place, we have the 

Crime Monitoring 
Oversight Committee 

(CMOC), but we 
haven’t reached  

genuine consensus on 
how to tackle crime.”


