
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness has wel-

comed the passage of the 
new Road Traffic Regulations, 
in the House of Represen-
tatives on July 5. 
      Speaking at a meeting of 
the National Road Safety 
Council held at the Office of 
the Prime Minster on July 7, 
Mr. Holness said the provisions 
of the legislation will con-
tribute to reducing the num-
ber of fatalities on the road.  
      “This is a milestone 
achievement for the Gov-   
ernment and for Jamaica. It is 
a big step forward in ensuring 
not just safety on roads but 
public order in general,” the 
Prime Minister said. 
      The Road Traffic Regu-
lations, 2022, contains 299 
orders, grouped into 13 parts, 
which provide for a slate of 
new offences and fines under 
the 2018 Road Traffic Act. 
      Mr. Holness highlighted 
the remote detection of offences 

using cameras and other 
electronic devices and the 
issuing of tickets for such 
offences via electronic means, 
as particularly useful. 
      “Where traffic offences 
are detected remotely, the 
owner of the vehicle will 
receive the ticket. This is a 

fundamental change in how 
we manage traffic on the 
road, in how we ensure that 
road users comply with our 
legislation,” he stated. 
      Mr. Holness also noted 
the requirement for individuals 
operating motorcycles using 
learner’s permit, to be 

accompanied by an instructor 
who is driving another motor-
cycle within six metres of the 
learner driver. 
      Details concerning the 
renewal, suspension, revoca-
tion, and other related matters 
are also described in these 
regulations. 
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Vulnerable Citizens
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THE MINISTRY of Health and 
Wellness is moving to ramp up 
its sensitisation programme, 
as Jamaica records its first 
confirmed case of Monkeypox.  
      Speaking at a press briefing 
held virtually on July 6, 
Portfolio Minister, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton, said the 
sensitisation of the health team 
and members of the public, 
which began more than a 
month ago, is being enhanced. 
      “Our Emergency Oper-
ations Centre has been acti-
vated and a review of all isola-
tion facilities is to be done to 
look at the capacity to manage 
both Monkeypox and COVID-
19. The necessary health pro-
tocols, including surveillance, 
clinical management, laboratory 
management, as well as infec-
tion prevention and control, are 
being completed for distribu-
tion to health teams island- 
wide,” the Minister said. 

      Meanwhile, Dr. Tufton said 
the confirmation of the virus 
locally is not reason for 
Jamaicans to panic or become 
fearful. 
      “I do believe we have the 
capacity to respond, and par-

ticularly if Jamaicans play their 
part, so I do not envision the 
kind of response to the novel 
coronavirus when it came in 
March 2020,” he said. 
      Symptoms of the virus 
include fever, intense headache, 

swelling of the lymph nodes, 
back pain, muscle ache, gen-
eral lack of energy or a rash. 
The incubation period is bet-
ween five and 21 days.  
 
 

THE GOVERNMENT is to 
spend an additional $2.7 
billion to provide targeted 
support to Jamaicans who 
are most adversely affected 
by the high cost of living. 
      This totals $3.8 billion 
in social intervention expen- 
diture, of which $1.1 billion 
is already accounted for in 
the 2022/2023 Budget. 
      Minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke, made 
the announcement in the 
House of Representatives 
on July 5. 
      He informed that $750 
million has been allocated 
for Independence clean-up 
of parish capitals of which 
$550 million will be allocated 
to the National Solid Waste 
Management Authority 
(NSWMA), and $189 million 
through Members of Parlia-
ment via the Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF). 
      A total of $150 million 
has been allocated for the 
trucking of water to areas 
experiencing water chal-
lenges due to the erratic 
nature of rainfall island 
wide.  
      In addition, $550 million 
has been provided in general 
welfare support for non-
beneficiaries of the Pro-
gramme of Advancement 
Through Health and Edu-
cation (PATH).  
      To this end, Dr. Clarke 
said $189 million will be 
provided through the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Security 
(MLSS); $189 million through 
the Constituency Develop-
ment Fund for welfare and 
economic enablement acti-
vities; $70 million through 

municipal corporations for 
welfare and economic sup-
port; $52 million for the 
poor relief through the 
Ministry of Local Govern-
ment and Rural Development 
(MLGRD) and $50 million 
through the MLSS Public 
Assistance Department. 
      The Government is also 
spending $550 million for 
pensioners at the bottom of 
the income ladder; $450 
million will be for approxi-
mately 45,000 National 
Insurance Scheme (NIS) 
pensioners who receive 
amounts of $15,000 or less 
per month and $100 million 
for 10,000 social pensioners. 
      Meanwhile, the Gov-
ernment is also providing 
$1.789 billion in back-to-
school one-off grants.  
      Dr. Clarke said through 
the MLSS, the Government 
will be directing $1.6 billion 
to 160,000 PATH school-
aged children.  
      Also, $189 million will 
be provided in back-to-
school education grants 
and assistance to non-
PATH vulnerable students 
through the CDF.  

Work Progressing on Education Policies

Ministry of Health to Increase Sensitisation on Monkeypox 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, addressing a virtual 
press conference on July 6. At right is Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Jacquiline Bisasor-
McKenzie.  
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PM Welcomes New Road 
Traffic Regulations

Sanitation Block at Lethe Primary and Infant 
School to be Rehabilitated

Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister, Hon. Homer Davis (centre), along 
with other officials break ground for the rehabilitation of a sanitation block at    
the Lethe Primary and Infant School in St. James recently. The Jamaica Social 
Investment Fund is providing $12.3 million towards the project.  

WORK HAS been progressing 
strategically on the policies 
and institutions that fall under 
the Ministry of Education and 
Youth, since the start of 2022. 
      Most of the work is aligned 
with the recommendations 
from the Jamaica Education 
Transformation Commission 
(JETC) report. 
      Among them is the Higher 
Education Policy, which 
Portfolio Minister, Hon. Fayval 
Williams, said “has never been 
closer to completion than it is 
now”. 
      Additionally, the Ministry 
will seek to implement a 
teacher policy, which will focus 
on the licensing and registra-
tion of teachers, digitisation 
and implementation of an 

effective teacher appraisal 
system, while updating the 
entry standards for teacher 
training institutes (TTIs). 
      Minister Williams dis-
closed the details during the 
official launch of the Education 

Transformation Oversight Com- 
mittee (ETOC) at Jamaica 
House, on July 6. 
      “We’ve begun a collabora-
tive report [on] school super-
vision and school improvement 
efforts, with a targeted focus on 
243 underperforming schools,” 
she said. 
      Comingled with this are 
team planning and monitoring 
to support growth plans for the 
sector. 
      “We have also developed 
an operational plan, which 
includes a national learning 
recovery plan, a national training 
plan for staff and teachers and 
a very robust monitoring and 
evaluation framework for 
improved accountability,” the 
Minister said. 

Minister of Education and 
Youth, Hon. Fayval Williams 

$50 Million to Boost Production of Organic Fertiliser
AGRICULTURE AND Fish-
eries Minister, Hon. Pearnel 
Charles Jr., has announced a 
sum of $50 million to be put 
towards strengthening the 
collaboration between local 
producers of organic fertilisers 
and the Ministry. 
      Speaking at the inaugural 
‘Farming as a Business’      
conference, staged by the 
Jamaica Organic Agriculture 
Movement (JOAM), at the 
University of Technology in 
Kingston on July 7, Mr. Charles 
Jr. said the investment is to 

“purchase and enhance the 
supply of organically pro-
duced material, especially for 
the growing of vegetables 
across the island”. 
      He informed that through 
the Rural Agricultural Develop- 
ment Authority (RADA), the 

Ministry will also be expanding 
the training programme on 
composting to encourage 
farmers to use local materials 
and farm waste to compost 
and reduce the reliance on 
chemical fertilisers. 
      “We have to adopt the 
practices that will allow us to 
relinquish this 100 per cent 
dependency on synthetic fer-
tilisers and applications of 
pesticides, insecticides and 
[other] chemicals, especially 
at a time when the prices for 

these things are increasing,” 
the Minister said. 
      He noted, however, that his 
sentiments are not to speak 
against farmers who use 
these products, as “there is a 
place for everything in the 
structure of our sector”. 
      Instead, the Minister is 
encouraging those farmers to 
utilise the products properly and 
desist from over fertilisation. 
 
 

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Pearnel 
Charles Jr.

“We have to adopt the 
practices that will 

allow us to relinquish 
this 100 per cent 
dependency on  

synthetic fertilisers…”

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) holds a copy of the new Road 
Traffic Regulations, 2022 during a meeting of the National Road Safety Council on July 7 
at the Office of the Prime Minister. Also present are Minister of Transport and Mining, Hon. 
Audley Shaw (left), and Minister without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister, Hon. 
Floyd Green.
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