
PRIME MINISTER 
the Most Hon. 
Andrew Holness is 

calling on Jamaicans to 
increase their productivity to 
boost the country’s economic 
growth.  
       “Jamaica has one of the 
lowest productivity rates in 
this region and it can’t con-
tinue. We can’t grow the 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) unless we increase 
productivity,” he said, while 
addressing the National 
Labour Day project at 
Mandela Park in St. Andrew 
on May 23. 
       He called on unions and 
bargaining groups to work 
with the Government to “fig-
ure out how to get 
Jamaicans to produce 
more”. 
       He noted that as the 
Government works to 
improve compensation, “the 
conversation about better 
pay, improved conditions 
and increasing the general 
income of the society is not 
only unidimensional… 
about increasing pay”. 

       “There is another 
dimension, as well, that 
labour must now contem-
plate, which is improving 
productivity, and this is… the 
next pivotal point in the 
development of the 
Jamaican society and econ-
omy,” Mr. Holness said. 
       He noted that the obser-
vance of Labour Day  

and Workers’ Week pro-
vides an opportunity to 
recognise the evolution of 
the country’s labour move-
ment and the gains that 
have been made over the 
years.  
       Meanwhile, Mr. Holness 
said the improvements and 
repairs at  Mandela Park will  

improve the facility and 
experience for users.  
      He however noted 
that “the Park, where it is, 
is not necessarily in the 
best location and, in the 
reconfiguration, we may 
have to think about a relo-
cation of the park”. 

SEVERAL PIECES of legis-
lation governing manufactur-
ing and export are being  
targeted for review by the 
Ministry of Industry, Invest-
ment and Commerce. 
      This is with a view to 
effecting changes, where 
needed, that will serve to 
spur increased activities in 
these areas, thereby con-
tributing to Jamaica’s attain-
ment of higher levels of sus-
tainable economic growth. 
      Portfolio Minister, 
Senator the Hon. Aubyn Hill, 
said that a special team has 
been assembled to work in 
tandem with officers at the 

Ministry to identify the rele-
vant documents for his 
perusal and action. 
     He said the overarching 
goal is to create the legisla-
tive framework and environ-
ment that facilitate heighte-
ned levels of investments in 
manufacturing, particularly 
by local interests, that trans-
late into increased exports 
and earnings. 
      Senator Hill was speak-
ing during the Jamaica 
Manufacturers and Expor-
ters Association (JMEA) 
National Exporters’ Month 
Breakfast Forum at the Terra 
Nova Hotel. 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness  waters a tree he planted during 
Labour Day activities at Mandela Park in Half-Way Tree, St. Andrew, on May 23. 
Observing from right are Executive Director, National Solid Waste 
Management Authority (NSWMA), Audley Gordon; Minister of Culture, Gender, 
Entertainment and Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange, and other stakeholders.
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