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AS JAMAICA welcomes 
increased hotel 
investments, Prime 

Minister the Most Hon. 
Andrew Holness says 
everything must be done to 
ensure communities are 
recognised as stakeholders. 
      Mr. Holness, who was 
speaking at a ground-
breaking ceremony for the 
700-room RIU Aquarelle in 
Coopers Pen, Falmouth, on 
April 20, said the investors 
should appreciate that while 
the residents might not be 
direct “shareholders”, they do 
have an integral role to play 
in the overall success of 
projects being undertaken. 
      “We must ensure that the 
community is involved … that 
community rights are pro-
tected … and that the com-
munity can truly embrace the 
project,” the Prime Minister 
pointed out. 
      “We must [also] ensure 
that they do not see it as an 
imposition or part of an inva-
sion. They [community] must 
see the project as part of 
their economy … as part of 
their socialisation,”  he added. 

      Mr. Holness said he was 
satisfied that in the RIU Hotel 
Group’s case, great care was 
taken to ensure community 
participation and inclusion in 

the planning of their newest 
investment. 
      He emphasised that it   
was practical for stakehold-
ers and shareholders to work      

together, noting that it paves 
the way for community         
development and economic 
stability. 
 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (third left) and Minister of Tourism, 
Hon. Edmund Bartlett (third right), break ground for the 700-room RIU Aquarelle 
in Trelawny. Also participating (from left) are RIU’s Vice President of Operations 
for the United States, Jamaica and The Bahamas, Alejandro Sanchez; RIU Chief 
Executive Officer, Carmen Riu; Member of Parliament for Trelawny Northern, Tova 
Hamilton; and Minister without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister, Hon. 
Floyd Green.

PRIME MINISTER the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
pledged to provide financial 
assistance through his Posi-
tive Jamaica Foundation, for 
gunshot victim Calyssa Walker’s 
cochlear implant surgery.   
       He made the announce-
ment during a recent visit with 
Calyssa and her mother, 
Kelly-Ann Reece, at their 
home in St. James. 
       Young Calyssa was hit 
by a stray bullet during a 
shootout between gunmen 
while travelling in a taxi in 
Montego Bay last October. 
       The surgery, which is to 
be done in the United States, 
will cost US$60,000.  
       Funds have, so far, been 
donated by the St. James 
Municipal Corporation and 
her school, Corinaldi Avenue 
Primary. Citizens have also 
made donations by way of a 
GoFundMe initiative.  
       Prime Minister Holness, 
who gifted Calyssa with a 
tablet computer through the 

Foundation, said efforts 
would be made to “mobilise 
other resources”. 
       He said the loss of 
innocent lives during gang 
feuds is not often taken 
seriously, adding that this 
should not be the case. 
       “The challenge that we 
have in the country is that 
we…never really see who the 
victims are. There is a sense 
in our minds that ‘it’s criminals 
killing criminals and, there-
fore, it doesn’t affect me’. 
That’s not entirely true,” Mr. 
Holness stated. 
       Calyssa and her mother 
expressed gratitude to Mr. 
Holness for his visit and 
donations.  
       Persons wishing to help 
may donate to Scotiabank 
account #1006493 (Jamaican 
-dollar account) or US-dollar 
account #1012416, at the 
Montego Bay branch, which 
are in Kelly-Ann Reece’s 
name. 

REGULATIONS FOR the 
Road Traffic Act 2018, which 
were tabled in Parliament on 
February 1 by Minister of 
Transport and Mining, Hon. 
Audley Shaw, are expected 
to come into effect soon. 
      “These Regulations will 
seek to completely revise the 
mode of conduct on 
Jamaican roads and will hold 
road users more accountable 
for their actions. I am 
warning everyone that these 

Regulations will be enforced 
in full. If you break the law, 
you will be prosecuted,” the 
Minister said. 
      He was speaking at the 
second Taxi Driver Defensive 
Driving Seminar at Grennell’s 
Driving School in Portmore, 
St. Catherine, on April 20 
      The Regulations make 
provisions to better apply the 
principles and purposes of 
the new Road Traffic Act, 
which was passed in the 

House of Representatives in 
2018. 
      Citing the 133 deaths 
resulting from road traffic 
accidents since April 19 this 
year, Minister Shaw said the 
Government is putting the 
necessary mechanisms in 
place to increase safety on 
the nation’s roadways. 
      Excessive speeding, 
inappropriate use of the road, 
and failure to utilise the 
necessary protective devices 

(seatbelts and helmets) are 
the common factors accoun-
ting for fatalities from motor 
vehicle accidents. 
       “It is evident now more 
than ever that we need to 
have strict governance of the 
roads. Blatant disregard for 
the law will not be tolerated,” 
Mr. Shaw emphasised. 
       He advised that the Road 
Traffic Act will be executed in 
tandem with the Transport 
Authority (TA) Regulations. 

Minister of Transport and Mining, Hon. Audley Shaw (second right), speaks with a participant in the second Taxi Driver 
Defensive Driving Seminar at Grennell’s Driving School in Portmore, St. Catherine, Shanae Locke (left). Listening 
(from second left) are the school’s Managing Director, Alphonso Grennell, and seminar participant, Levaughn Powell. 

Unemployment Dips Below Seven 
Per Cent
 JAMAICA’S UNEMPLOY-
MENT rate fell by 0.9 
percentage point to a new 
record low of 6.2 per cent in 
January 2022. 
     This figure, according to 
the Statistical Institute of 
Jamaica (STATIN) Labour 
Force Survey for the month, 
eclipsed the 7.1 per cent 
outturn recorded in October 
2021. 
     It is also 2.6 percentage 
points better than the figure 
for the January 2021 Survey, 
Director General, Carol Coy, 
said during STATIN’s digital 
quarterly media briefing on 
April 21. 
     She informed that male 
unemployment decreased from 
7.6 per cent to 4.8 per cent, 
while the female equivalent 
declined by 2.5 percentage 
points to 7.9 per cent. 
     Ms. Coy also advised that 
the youth unemployment rate 
fell by 5.1 percentage points 
to 17.7 per cent for the review 
period, relative to January 
2021. 

     Additionally, she said the 
male and female outturns 
each decreased by approxi-
mately five per cent, with the 
latter recording the larger 
decline. 
     “Male youth unemploy-
ment was 14.5 per cent, while 
for the females, it was 21.8 per 
cent,” she indicated. 
     Meanwhile, the overall 
number of individuals employ-
ed in January 2022 rose by 
4.8 per cent or 57,800 persons 
to 1,257,100, compa-red to the 
corresponding period last year. 
     Ms. Coy indicated that the 
overall labour force climbed by 
24,800 persons, or 1.9 per 
cent, to 1,340,600 in January. 
     “The male labour force 
increased by 9,200 persons to 
721,400, while the female 
labour force rose by 15,600 
persons to 619,200. The 
increase in females represent-
ed 62.9 per cent of the total 
increase,” she pointed out. 
 

JAMAICA’S COVID-19 re-
sponse has been further bol-
stered with the donation of 
medical equipment, valued 
approxmately $40 million dol-
lars, by the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO).  
      The provisions were 
handed over to Minister of 
Health and Wellness, Dr. the 
Hon. Christopher Tufton, at 
PAHO’s country office in 
Kingston on April 20. 
      They include 30,000 
COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Diag-
nostic tests, digital blood-pres-

sure machines, medicine and 
emergency trolleys, oxygen flow 
meters, high-flow nasal oxygen 
devices, nebulisers, pulse 
oximeters and electrocardio-
gram (ECG) cards. 
      Dr. Tufton, who welcomed 
the supplies, expressed grati-
tude for the partnerships that 
have been helping to strengthen 
Jamaica’s healthcare services. 
      “Since the first case of 
COVID-19 was confirmed in 
March 2020, Jamaica has re-
ceived partnership support to 
the tune of more than J$2 

billion, including through 
PAHO,” he said. 
      “Even now, as we enjoy a 
period of low infections, PAHO 
continues to show us its unwa-
vering support with … corre-
sponding donations to the 
National COVID-19 Response,” 
the Minister added. 
      PAHO/WHO Represen-
tative for Jamaica, Bermuda 
and the Cayman Islands, Ian 
Stein, noted that the items will 
support laboratory diagnosis, 
case management (especially 
for the critically ill) as well as the 

health emergency operations 
centre coordination function. 
      “We are providing items 
that are critical for Jamaica’s 
current stage of the COVID-
19 response. We have de-
voted resources to obtaining 
life-saving equipment for chil-
dren in the form of more than 
60 child nebuliser kits,” he 
pointed out.  
      Mr. Stein said the donation 
will better support the Ministry’s 
efforts to continue healthcare 
service delivery transformation 
and operations using technology.  
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Minister of Local Government and Rural Development, 
Hon. Desmond McKenzie (right), applauds following the 
official opening of the new Old Harbour Fire Station in 
St. Catherine on April 19. The facility was built at a cost 
of $59 million. Sharing the moment (from left) are 
Commissioner, Jamaica Fire Brigade (JFB), Stewart 
Beckford, and JFB Vice Chairman, Dr. Keith Amiel. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness offers 
words of encouragement to Calyssa Walker, during a 
recent visit to her home. Sharing the moment is Calyssa’s 
mother, Kelly-Ann Reece.
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PAHO Donates $40M in Equipment to National COVID-19 Response
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Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon Christopher Tufton (centre), examines medical equipment donated by the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). Looking on (from left) are PAHO/WHO representative for Jamaica, Bermuda 
and the Cayman Islands, Ian Stein, who made the presentation; and Advisor for Health Emergencies at PAHO’s country 
office in Kingston, Dr. Marion Bullock DuCasse.  


