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Government Launches  
Jamaica 60 Celebrations
PrIme mINIster the 

most Hon. andrew 
Holness has officially 

launched the celebration of 
Jamaica 60, under the theme 
‘reigniting a Nation for 
Greatness’. 
   the event, held on the 
lawns of Jamaica House on 
april 13, featured presenta-
tions from several artistes 
and cultural groups. 
   the launch coincided with 
the arrival of rwandan Pres-
ident, His excellency Paul 
Kagame, to the island for a 
three-day state visit. 
   In his remarks, mr. Holness 
called on all Jamaicans to 
take inspiration from the ex-
traordinary achievements 
over the past 60 years and 
chart the course for the next 
60 years and beyond.  
   “[this] means that we must 
not focus only on celebratory 
activities, but we must en-
sure that we foster and pro-
mote legacies of pride in self, 
commitment to national de-
velopment, patriotism, excel-
lence, mutual respect for 
others, and an openness to 

other cultures and peoples. 
every sector must contribute 
as that involvement and in-
clusivity benefits all,” he em-
phasised. 
   there will be an extensive 
programme of activities dur-
ing the Diamond Jubilee year 
which started on January 1 

and will culminate on De-
cember 31. 
   Prime minister Holness 
said these activities will 
focus on legacy projects to 
ensure there are lasting 
structures to commemorate 
this significant achievement. 
   the plan includes redevel-

opment of the National sta-
dium, creation of the Ja-
maica sports museum and 
the Jamaica music museum, 
the Usain Bolt/University of 
the west Indies (UwI) sports 
medicine Centre, and con-
struction of the national par-
liament building. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness officially launches the Jamaica 60 
celebrations on the lawns of Jamaica House on April 13.

Major Infrastructure Projects at ThreeHigh Schools  
to be Completed
tHe GoVerNmeNt will 
complete work on major in-
frastructure projects at three 
high schools this fiscal year. 
   the works involve the con-
struction of two classroom 
blocks with a total of 12 
classrooms and a waste-
water project at Black river 
High, completion of com-
puter labs and a library re-
source centre at Kingston 
College, and a wastewater 
project at Papine High 
school. 
   minister of education and 
youth, Hon. Fayval williams, 
made the announcement 
during her contribution to the 
2022/23 sectoral Debate in 
the House of representa-
tives on april 12. 
   additionally, she informed 
that construction will begin 
on nine major infrastructure 
projects at Cedric titus High, 
Bridgeport High, Holmwood 
technical, exchange all-age, 
westwood High, albert town 
High, Newell High, mount st. 
Joseph High and Dias Infant 
schools. Fencing and electri-
cal upgrades of several 
schools across the island will 
also be undertaken. 

   mrs. williams also in-
formed that procurement for 
construction services will 
also be done within the finan-
cial year for nine major infra-
structure projects at Papine 
High, Port antonio High, 

Denham town High, Nain 
High, New Forrest High, Be-
lair High, aberdeen High, 
stony Hill technical High and 
Boundbrook Primary schools. 
   “the projects are geared 
towards the elimination of the 

shift system, the reduction of 
overcrowding in schools and 
the provision of quality 
school spaces,” she said. 
 
   

Minister of Education and Youth, Hon. Fayval Williams, 
speaks in the 2022/23 Sectoral Debate in the House of 
Representatives on April 12. Seated at left is Minister 
without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister with 
Responsibility for Information, Hon. Robert Morgan. 

Defective Hand-Held Metal Detectors in 
Schools to be Replaced

President of the Republic of Rwanda, His Excellency Paul Kagame (centre), pays tribute 
to National Hero, the Rt. Excellent Marcus Garvey, during a ceremony at National 
Heroes Park, on April 13. Also present are Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment 
and Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange (right), and Chief of State Protocol, Ambassador Sandra 
Grant Griffiths. 

worK oN the 436,000 sq. ft. 
morant Bay Urban Centre in 
st. thomas is slated to com-
mence shortly. 
   the centre will house more 
than 50 Government and pri-
vate-sector entities, the st. 
thomas municipal Corpora-
tion, the Parish Court, a uni-
versity, as well as business 
process outsourcing (BPo) 
companies, and other com-
mercial entities. 
   speaking at the recent Fac-
tories Corporation of Jamaica 
(FCJ) town Hall meeting, held 
at the old Goodyear Factory 
in the parish, Chairman of the 
FCJ, Lyttleton shirley, said it 
is expected that construction 
of the facility will invigorate 
economic activity in the area. 
   “this is about a parish that 
the Prime minister has identi-
fied to be a blueprint for urban 

development across Ja-
maica,” he said. 
   It is expected that approxi-
mately 3,000 new jobs will be 
generated, which will utilise 
the local labour force. 
   mr. shirley emphasised that 
the project will create oppor-
tunities for the people of st. 
thomas to have access to 
structured development. 
   Pre-construction activities, 
which are to get under way 
soon, include demolition of 
existing structures not included 
in the final plan, construction 
of a site office and a perma-
nent perimeter fence to the 
rear of the development, as 
well as installation of sewer-
age and drainage features. 
   this will be followed by the 
construction of the main 
building, external features 
and landscaping work. 

Work On Morant Bay Urban Centre  
to Begin Soon

President of the Republic of Rwanda Visits 
National Heroes Park

Hanover Infirmary to get 
New Matron’s Quarters

Chairman of the Factories 
Corporation of Jamaica 
(FCJ), Lyttleton Shirley, 
addresses the recent 
Factories Corporation of 
Jamaica (FCJ) Town Hall 
meeting, held at the old 
Goodyear Factory in 
Morant Bay, St. Thomas. 
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tHe mINIstry of education 
and youth is in the process of 
implementing a programme 
to replace defective hand-held 
metal detectors in schools. 
   Portfolio minister, Hon. 
Fayval williams, made the 
disclosure during her contri-
bution to the 2022/23 sec-
toral Debate in the House of 
representatives, on april 12. 
   the announcement comes 
following an audit of hand-
held metal detectors con-
ducted by the ministry. 
Hand-held metal detectors 
were provided to all high 
schools. 
   mrs. williams said a similar 
audit is being done for the 27 
high schools that were pro-
vided with walk-through 
metal detectors. another nine 
are being installed in selected 
schools. 

   she further informed that 
closed-circuit television (CCtV) 
surveillance systems will be 
installed in some schools to 
improve  security. 
   meanwhile, the ministry is 
also working closely with its 
partners to improve safety 
and security within the nation’s 
schools. 

   one partner, the Community 
safety and security Branch 
of the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force, will support schools 
and improve the visibility of 
the police at transport cen-
tres and other targeted 
spaces after regular school 
hours. 
   another partner, the min-
istry of Justice is to provide 
restorative training to teach-
ers, student leaders and par-
ents as a tool to manage 
conflict. 
   the National Council on 
Drug abuse is also being 
brought on board in response 
to increased use and confis-
cation of drugs since the full 
resumption of school. 

Minister of Education and 
Youth, Hon. Fayval Williams 

New matroN’s quarters 
are to be constructed at the 
Hanover Infirmary in Lucea. 
minister of Local Govern-
ment and rural Develop-
ment, Hon. Desmond 
mcKenzie, who made the 
announcement during a 
visit to the institution re-
cently said that the project 
will represent the final 
phase of the upgrading of 
the infirmary. 
   He noted that the previ-
ous facility was destroyed 
years ago, and the new 
quarters will provide a more 
comfortable working envi-
ronment for the matron and 
other support staff. 
   the minister said that a 
therapeutic park will also be 
built to meet the physical, 
psychological and social 
needs of the institution’s 38 
residents. 
   “once we complete the 
construction of the matron’s 
quarters and put in the ther-
apeutic park, we would 
have completed our devel-
opment of the Hanover infir-
mary and again, I must say 
that this is one of the better 
run facilities,” he said. 
   In the meantime, mr. 
mcKenzie noted that the 
kitchen being built at the in-

firmary is almost complete, 
with only minor works still 
to be done. the necessary 
furnishing and appliances, 
including a refrigerator, are 
being installed. 
   the kitchen, being con-
structed at a cost of ap-
proximately $12 million, will 
replace the old facility, 
which was closed by the 
Public Health Department. 
   For her part, matron of 
the Hanover Infirmary, 
Kayon Dyer, welcomed 
plans to build new matron’s 
quarters. 
   she said that members of 
staff are elated about the 
upgrading of the infirmary 
and the new kitchen. 

Minister of Local Govern-
ment and Rural Develop-
ment, Hon. Desmond 
McKenzie


