
MINISTER OF Education, 
Youth and Information, Hon. 
Fayval Williams, says the 
new school term, which began 
on January 3, got off to a 
good start with lessons being 
delivered via online and face-
to-face learning modalities. 
   She informed that the 
Easter term commenced with 
608 schools opening for 
face-to-face classes. Of this 
number, 568 are primary, 10 
infant and 30 secondary 
schools across all seven 
regions. 
   “There are still many 
schools that are in the online 
mode, so we have 173 
primary schools and 120 
secondary schools that have 
engaged students using the 
online modality,” Mrs. Williams 
noted, while addressing a 
virtual post-Cabinet press 
briefing on January 5. 
   The Education Minister 
pointed out that so far, the 
majority of schools that are 
back in the face-to-face envi-
ronment have reported no issues. 
   In terms of the turnout of 
pupils for face-to-face 
classes, Mrs. Williams said 

that full attendance is being 
reported in the smaller pri-
mary schools, while atten-
dance in the larger schools is 
relatively low. 
   “But, again, these are early 
days in terms of school 
reopening and because 

schools are using the rotation 
approach and the staggered 
resumption, this is what we 
would expect. As the days go 
by, we’re expecting to see 
more and more of our students 
back into the face-to-face 
environment,” she said. 

THE MINISTRY of Health 
and Wellness has donated 
5,000 COVID-19 self-test 
kits to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Information, 
as children head back to 
face-face learning this month. 
   Speaking at the handover 
ceremony held at the Educa-
tion Ministry in Kingston on 
January 6, Portfolio Minister, 
Dr. the Hon Christopher 
Tufton, said the kits repre-
sent one of the several pro-
tocols that will govern 
children going back to 
school. 
   “Schools will continue to 

collaborate with the local 
health departments in the 
COVID-19 response, includ-
ing additional testing and in-
fection prevention and 
control measures. It is far 
more debilitating on our chil-
dren to keep them away 
from school than it is to get 
them back in,” Dr. Tufton 
said. 
   “So, while there is a risk, 
we are trying to manage that 
risk and that is what we aim 
to do by distributing these 
test kits,” he added. 
   Dr. Tufton pointed out that 
the Health Ministry has the 

full support of school nurses, 
and it will provide a proto-
col to school administrators 
in the use of the test kits, 
with provisions in place for 
further assessments 
should that become neces-
sary. 
   For her part, Minister of 
Education, Youth and Infor-
mation, Hon. Fayval 
Williams, said the test kits 
are intended mainly for use 
in primary schools, where 
there are many younger 
children for whom vaccina-
tion against COVID-19 is 
not yet approved. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says the na-

tional identification system 
(NIDS) will be fully opera-
tional this year. 
   “I’m hoping that by the end 
of the year, we will have a 
significant portion, if not the 
majority of the population 
properly identified in the na-
tional identification system,” 
Mr. Holness said. 
   He was speaking during a 
tour of the NIDS card centre 
at the Post and Telecommu-
nication Department on South 
Camp Road in Kingston, on 
January 4. 
   The facility will be respon-
sible for producing the identi-
fication (ID) cards issued 
under NIDS. It includes the 
production centre, vault area 
and enrolment site. 
   Prime Minister Holness, in 
outlining the importance of 
NIDS, noted that when a 
service is provided, the Gov-
ernment must be able to 
identify the beneficiaries and 
“be able to account to you 
the citizens, as to how your 
funds are spent”. 
   “So there is, even now, a 
greater need to be able to 

identify who benefits when 
public resources are spent. 
But, more than that, we need 
to be able to identify our citi-
zens so we can properly 
plan,” he said. 

   Programme Director for 
NIDS, Dr. Warren Vernon, in-
dicated that the system is 
about 80 per cent completed. 
   “We intend to use the next 
four months to fine-tune the 

system [and] do all of our 
testing. We are also using 
the time to set up enrolment 
sites across Kingston to 
facilitate the pilot,” Dr. Vernon 
informed. 
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NIDS Will be Fully Operational 
This Year – PM Holness

Prime Minister the Most. Hon. Andrew Holness (left) displays a sample of the National 
Identification System (NIDS) card, which was printed at the NIDS card centre at the 
Post and Telecommunication Department on South Camp Road in Kingston on January 4. 
Among those looking on are Permanent Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister, Audrey 
Sewell (centre), and Project Manager, PBS Consortium, Jorge Rueda (right). 

Education Minister Reports Smooth Start to  
Easter School Term

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval 
Williams, addresses a virtual post-Cabinet press brief-
ing on January 5. 
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PRIME MINISTER the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness says 
the Government is bolster-
ing its capacity to control the 
country’s territorial waters, in 
order to curtail the entry of il-
legal firearms. 
   The Prime Minister was 
addressing the National Day 
of Prayer event held at the 
Power of Faith Ministries in 
Portmore, St. Catherine, on 
January 5, where he decried 
the recent spate of murders 
in the country and outlined 
some measures being taken 
to address the scourge. 
   “We are increasing our 
capacity to have domain 
control of our territorial waters. 
People wonder why we are 
spending all this money; [it 
is] because we must stop 
the guns coming in. That is 
why we are putting the boats 
out there and we are going 
to [provide] more so that we 
can control our territorial 
waters,” he said. 
   In addition to securing the 
borders, Mr. Holness said 
that the new Firearms Bill,  

which will be brought to the 
Houses of Parliament, will 
provide stronger penalties 
for the possession of illicit 
weapons. 
   The Prime Minister as-
sured that holders of legal 
firearms have no need to 
worry about the legislation. 
   Regarding the States of 
Public Emergency (SOE), 
the Prime Minister said that 
they have been effective, but 
noted that there are consti-
tutional issues surrounding 
the use of the security meas-
ures, which the Government 
must move speedily to 
resolve. 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (left), and Minister of 
Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams, discuss the COVID-19 home 
test kits that are intended for use by students in primary schools. The Health Ministry 
handed over 5,000 kits at the Education Ministry in Kingston on January 6. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most. Hon. Andrew Holness 
is calling on families to take 
responsibility for protecting 
the most vulnerable in their 
households from the coron-
avirus (COVID-19). 
   Speaking at the National 
Day of Prayer event held at 
the Power of Faith Min-
istries in St. Catherine on 
January 5, Mr. Holness 
noted that previously, the 
Government kept children 
at home as a means of 
shielding the population 
from a rapid spread of the 
virus. 
   He noted, however, that 
the country cannot continue 

to utilise that measure as 
children have to go back to  
school. 
   “Whereas the Govern-
ment will not be putting in 
this general shielding meas-
ure anymore, families must 
now figure out how they’re 
going to shield and protect 
the vulnerable in their 
homes. So, as you send 
your children off to school, 
you have to protect 
Grandma,” he noted. 
   The Prime Minister said 
that the Government’s strat-
egy has been to shift from 
these “general, crude, often 
time shielding measures, to 
now your own personal 
responsibility”. 

In the meantime, the Prime 
Minister said that the Gov-
ernment is increasing 
capacity to treat COVID-19 
patients. 
   He noted that Minister of 
Health and Wellness, 
Dr. the Hon. Christpoher 
Tufton, recently toured the 
Savanna-la-Mar hospital in 
Westmoreland, where space 
has been added. 
   “We’re doing that right 
across the country, still re-
serving beds and making 
provisions,” Mr. Holness 
said. 

Families Must Protect Most Vulnerable  
Members from COVID – PM

Member of Parliament for St. Andrew West Rural,  Hon. Juliet Cuthbert Flynn (left), 
and Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (centre), 
hands over a cartridge-free Epson printer to the Acting Principal of Rock Hall Pri-
mary School, Keisha Mehabear, during a visit to the school in rural St. Andrew on 
January 4. The printer, along with printing paper, was donated by the Usain Bolt 
Foundation. 
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