
T  HE GOvERNMENT is 
taking decisive steps in 
the transformation of 

the education system through 
the launch of the ‘The Reform 
of education in Jamaica 2021 
Report’, on January 14. 
       Developed by the 
Jamaica education Transform-
ation Commission (JeTC), the 
Report is a blueprint for the 
establishment of a compre-
hensive strategy to improve 
student performance and edu-
cational productivity across 
the sector. 
       The 342-page document 
has 54 prioritised recommen-
dations. Key recommendations 
include governance and account- 
ability; early childhood education; 
teaching curriculum, and 
teacher training; tertiary edu-
cation; technical and vocational 
education and training (TVeT); 
infrastructure and technology; 
and finance.  

       In his address at the virtual 
launch, Prime Minister the 

Most Hon. Andrew Holness 
said the Ministry of education 

and youth is to develop a 
detailed plan for implementation 
of the recommendations with 
timelines.
       “The Ministry has to be 
responsible for the implemen-
tation. As far as possible, we 
must use the existing 
resources within the Ministry 
and where there are capacity 
gaps, we must build the 
capacity to address those 
gaps. In order to be sustain-
able, the reforms cannot be 
undertaken from outside the 
Ministry. This will not build 
capacity within the Ministry to 
sustain the reforms,” the Prime 
Minister explained.
      To ensure that the recom-
mendations are implemented, 
Mr.  Holness announced that 
by the end of January 2022, a 
monitoring and oversight 
committee drawn from mem-
bers of the Commission and 
key stakeholders will be 
appointed.

Report to Reform Education 
System Launched 

THe MInISTRy of education 
and youth, through e-
learning Jamaica limited, 
will be procuring 42,311 
devices for lower primary 
and secondary students.
       Portfolio Minister, 
Hon. Fayval williams, said 
that elearning Jamaica 
has already acquired 
11,500 tablets and is 
preparing to start the dis-
tribution to lower sec-
ondary-school students in 
the rural schools across 
the island.
      “This will help to sig-
nificantly reduce the digital 
divide. To date, we have 
distributed approximately 
130,000 tablets and lap-
tops to our teachers and 
students with a special 
focus on students on the 
Programme of Advance-
ment Through Health and 
education (PATH),” she 
said.  

      Mrs. williams was 
speaking during the sitting 
of the House of Repres-
entatives on January 11.
       Meanwhile, the Ministry 
continues to provide audio-
visual lessons via the Public 
Broadcasting Corporation 
of Jamaica (PBCJ) and the 
Ministry’s two new TV chan-
nels through the 
eHomeSchool network.
      one channel focuses 
on offering live and recorded 
lessons for the primary level 
and the other is focused on 
secondary-school students.
       “we continue to publish 
the timetable so students 
can know what is coming on 
when. we have coupled this 
with the ability for the stu-
dent to ask questions and 
have some interaction with 
the teachers who are offer-
ing live lessons on these two 
TV channels,” Mrs. williams 
said.

Minister of Education and Youth, Hon. Fayval Williams

Minister of National Security, Hon. Dr. Horace 
Chang (right), and Commissioner of Police, Major 
General Antony Anderson (centre), observe as 
Constable Alex Fredankey demonstrates the use of 
the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) Smart Check 
E-Ticketing System, during a tour of Half-Way Tree, 
St. Andrew, on January 12 to witness the use of the 
system in the field. 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) and 
Minister of Education and Youth,  Hon. Fayval Williams, 
display ‘The Reform of Education in Jamaica 2021 Report’ 
during a press launch on January 13. 
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42,311 Devices for Primary and 
Secondary Students 

JAMAICA’S TouRISM indus-
try made history on January 
12, with the launch of the long-
awaited Tourism workers 
Pension Scheme.
       The initiative will benefit 
hundreds of thousands of per-
sons, directly and indirectly, 
employed in the industry.
       Speaking at the official 
launch held at the Montego 
Bay Convention Centre, 
Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
edmund Bartlett, said while 
most other pension plans 

relate to different companies 
or entities, Jamaica’s Tourism 

workers Pension Scheme 
embraces all workers, entre-
preneurs, and stakeholders.
       “This is more than just a 
game-changer; it is in fact a 
life-changer as it gives our 
tourism workers something to 
look forward to that will sup-
plement their savings going 
into the twilight years of their 
life,” Mr. Bartlett said.
       “The scheme has been 
14 years in the making and 
fulfils a commitment I made, 
but more than anything else, 

it really underscores our 
commitment to improving 
the welfare of workers in the 
industry,” he added.
      The scheme was rolled 
out with Guardian life as 
Fund Administrators and 
Sagicor Group Jamaica as 
Fund Managers. 
      More than half of the $1 
billion seed money provided 
by the Government of 
Jamaica has already been 
disbursed to the scheme.

Two newly appointed 
Ministers and a State 
Minister in a restructured 
Cabinet, were sworn in by 
Governor-General, His 
excellency the Most Hon. 
Sir. Patrick Allen, during a 
virtual ceremony on 
January 11.
      They are former 
Attorney-General, Hon. 
Marlene Malahoo Forte, 
who is now Minister of the 
newly created Ministry of 
legal and Constitutional 
Affairs; Floyd Green, who 
has returned to the 
Cabinet as Minister with-
out Portfolio in the office 
of the Prime Minister 
(oPM); and Franklin 
witter, Minister of State in 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries.
      Prime Minister Holness 
in his remarks, noted that 
the new Ministers and 
State Minister have been 
chosen “because I have 
confidence in you that you 
will be able to accomplish 
the tasks set for you”.
      He pointed out that 
the new Minister of legal 
and Constitutional Affairs 
has a major task ahead of 
her to reform Jamaica’s 
laws to start the process 
of reviewing the country’s 
Constitution.
      He also welcomed 
back Minister Green, noting 
that he will have critical 

tasks to undertake, 
including taking charge of 
the national Identification 
System (nIDS).
      other changes to the 
Cabinet include: Minister 
without Portfolio, in the 
office of the Prime 
Minister, Hon. Robert 
Morgan; Minister without 
portfolio, Ministry of 
economic Growth and 
Job Creation, Hon. Robert 
Montague; Minister with-
out portfolio, Ministry of 
economic Growth and 
Job Creation, Senator the 
Hon. Matthew Samuda; 
Minister of State, Ministry 
of national Security, Hon. 
Zavia Mayne; Minister of 
Industry, Investment and 
Commerce, Senator the 
Hon. Aubyn Hill; Ministry 
of Transport and Mining, 
Hon. Audley Shaw; 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Pearnel 
Charles Jr. and the Hon. 
Homer Davis, assigned to 
office of the Prime 
Minister in western Jamaica 
to oversee and coordinate  
special  projects and major 
developments.
      Former Contractor 
General, Dr. Derrick McKoy, 
was also sworn in as 
Attorney General. 

Minister of Tourism,  
Hon. Edmund Bartlett
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New Ministers and State 
Minister Sworn In 

PRIME MINISTER the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
welcomed the US$60‐million 
investment by Kingston 
Wharves Limited (KWL) in 
logistics and port infrastruc‐
tural development, as a sig‐
nal of confidence in the 
economy. 
        He said that the stable 
economic and political cli‐
mate, coupled with sound 
management of the coun‐
try’s debt, is influencing sig‐
nificant investments across 
various sectors. 
        “There is a sense that we 
are getting our debt under 
control, we are getting our 
fiscal house in order, there is 
certainty, there is confidence 
in the economic environ‐
ment of the country, so you 
can now calculate your risks 
and make investments,” the 
Prime Minster noted while 
delivering the keynote 
address at the unveiling of 
KWL’s development project 
on January 12.
        Part of KWL’s latest 
investment includes US$30‐ 

million for the redevelop‐
ment of Berth 7, with recon‐
struction of some 183 
metres of space at Port 
Bustamante, to further 
boost capacity to service 
additional vessels.
        The plan also entails 
US$25‐million of construc‐

tion works at the Ashenheim 
Road Warehouse Complex 
to expand logistics services. 
It will provide facilities for 
freight handling, and joint‐
venture investment oppor‐
tunities.
        The Prime Minister said 
that the development proj‐

ect will further enhance the 
competitiveness of the KWL, 
and by extension Jamaica, as 
a regional maritime centre, 
creating opportunities for 
new, attractive, high‐skill 
jobs, and positioning Jamaica 
as the maritime and logistics 
centre of the Americas. 

PM Welcomes Kingston Wharves’ US$60-Million Investment

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) cuts the ribbon to unveil 
Kingston Wharves Limited’s (KWL) US$60-million investment in logistics and port 
development, at Port Bustamante on January 12. Joining the Prime Minister (from left) 
are Chief Executive Officer of KWL, Mark Williams; President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Port Authority of Jamaica, Professor Gordon Shirley; Deputy Chairman of 
KWL, Grantley Stephenson; Chairman of KWL, Jeffrey Hall; Group Chief 
Financial Officer, Clover Moodie; and President of Shoreline Foundation, James Roya.


