
PriMe Minister the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness continues to 

implore Jamaicans to take the 
CoViD-19 vaccines, assuring 
that the Government has 
taken all the necessary steps 
to ensure that they are safe. 
      the Prime Minister, who 
was speaking at a Vaccination 
Mobilisation and Public 
education Campaign event in 
Port Maria, st. Mary, on 
september 30, said that while 
scepticism is healthy, waiting 
too long to get vaccinated 
could be “detrimental to 
your life”.  
      He commended persons, 
who have already taken the 
jab, and urged those who are 
still undecided “to make a 
decision; don’t wait too late, 
find time now”. 
      “the Government has 
taken all the precautions to 
make sure that the vaccines 
that we are giving to you are 
safe, and that the process of 
vaccinating you is also safe,” 
he emphasised. 
      the Prime Minister reiter-
ated that vaccination is the 

best way to protect the popu-
lation against the virus, partic-
ularly the most vulnerable, 
and return the country to 
normality. 
      He noted that measures 
implemented to contain the 
spread of CoViD-19, such as 
lockdowns and curfews can-

not continue indefinitely, and 
persons will have to take per-
sonal responsibility in protect-
ing themselves against the 
virus, including getting vacci-
nated. 
      “At some point, we have 
to remove the measures, and 
it becomes your personal 

responsibility to wear your 
masks everyday, your respon-
sibility to sanitise, to maintain 
an awareness of soc ial 
distance, and to take the 
vaccines, because i can’t keep 
locking down the country to 
protect you all the time,” he 
pointed out. 

ADVT.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second right) interacts with citizens from 
the constituency of Western St. Mary, during a Vaccination Mobilisation and Public 
Education Campaign event in the parish on September 30. Others at the event are 
Minister of Transport and Mining, Hon. Robert Montague (third left) and Minister of Local 
Government and Rural Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie. 

Gov’t Distribute 55,000 Devices  
 to Students and Teachers

A totAl of 55,000 electronic 
devices, valued at $2.3 billion, 
will be distributed to stu-
dents and teachers during 
this fiscal year. 
      Minister of science, 
energy and technology, 
Hon. Daryl Vaz, made the 
disclosure while address-
ing the sitting of the House 
of representatives on 
september 28.  

      He informed that $3.03 
billion was spent in the last 
fiscal year to provide tech-
nological solutions to teach-
ers and students. 
      A total of 40,000 tablets 
were procured for $982 
million under the tablets in 
schools project and dis-
tributed to students benefit-
ing from the Programme of 
Advancement through 
Health and education 
(PAtH), while 26,000 
tablets were procured at a 
cost of $809 million for 
teachers in public schools, 
under the tablets for 
teachers programme. 
      in addition, 15,000 lap-
tops were acquired at a 

cost of $1.3 billion for PAtH 
students.  
      Minister Vaz told the 
House that $720 million was 
earmarked for the own Your 
own Device initiative to 
assist 36,000 students to 
purchase a tablet or laptop.  
“this initiative is continuing 
in this financial year,” he 
said. 
      “We also did 5,000 lap-
tops, which will be procured 
for teachers at a cost of 
$400 million,” he noted 
further. 
      Minister Vaz said that 
the Government will con-
tinue to support the educa-
tion sector for the provision 
of devices to teachers and 
students, particularly in light 
of virtual learning. 
 

Minister of Science, Energy 
and Technology, Hon. 
Daryl Vaz, addressing the 
House of Representatives 
on September 28.

A neW 48-bed field hospital 
donated to the University 
Hospital of the West indies 
(UHWi), in st. Andrew, through 
a private sector funded and 
coordinated initiative, was 
officially handed over on 
september 30. 
      the $50 million isolation 
facility is equipped with saniti-
sation stations, sluice room 
and shower, donning and 
duffing areas, piped oxygen, 
air conditioning, Wi-fi and 
video surveillance. 

      in his address at the han-
dover ceremony, Health and 
Wellness Minister, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher tufton, com-
mended the donors for their 
support in the fight against 
the coronavirus (CoViD-19), 
noting that the initiative exem-
plifies the importance of 
partnership.   
      “the partnership with the 
private sector is necessary 
and it is one that we embrace 
in Government and in the 
public health space, particu-

larly now.  We can’t tackle and 
overcome this publi -health 
threat alone. We have to work 
together,” Dr. tufton emphasised.   
      for his part, Chief 
executive officer (Ceo) of the 
UHWi, Kevin Allen, noted that 
the structure was erected in 
record time. 
      “We are very appreciative 
of the gift that has been given 
to us. it will serve the people 
of Jamaica well. it will serve 
our clinical team – our nurses 
and our doctors. it will provide 

a safe environment in which 
they will practise their craft,” 
he said, adding that the facility 
can be used for the treatment 
of CoViD-19 and other ailments.     
      funding for the project 
was provided by several 
private sector entities through 
the Private sector organisation 
of Jamaica. 

Field Hospital Handed Over to University Hospital of the West Indies

The new 48-bed field hospital donated to the University Hospital of the West Indies 
(UHWI), in St. Andrew, through a private sector funded and coordinated initiative, was offi-
cially handed over on September 30.

Gov’t Provides Additional Support for 
Health Sector
tHe GoVernMent will be 
increasing budgetary spend-
ing by approximately $33 
billion during the current fis-
cal year to provide addition-
al resources to the health 
sector, increased support 
for the most vulnerable, 
along with funding for other 
critical areas of expenditure 
due to the coronavirus 
(CoViD-19) pandemic. 
      the additional allocation 
increases the budget to just 
over $863 billion. 
      the details are con-
tained in the first supplem-
entary estimates of expend-
iture for 2021/22, tabled by 
Minister of finance and the 
Public service, Dr. the Hon. 
nigel Clarke, in the House 
of representatives on 
september 28. 
      He noted that the first 
supplementary estimates 
are being tabled within the 

context of Government rev-
enues exceeding budgetary 
targets by $17.3 billion for 
April to July 2021. 
      “this is reflective of the 
estimated robust economic 
growth of 12.9 per cent for 
the first quarter of this fiscal 
year, as the economy begins 
a strong recovery from 
CoViD-19. total expendi-
ture is being increased by 

approximately $33 billion, 
while total revenues are 
being revised upwards by 
$33.5 billion for the full fiscal 
year,” he noted. 
      Approximately $10.3 bil-
lion will be directed towards 
the health sector and 
approximately $5.3 billion 
will be directed towards 
increasing the allocation for 
targeted CoViD-19-related 
social assistance to the most 
vulnerable and to those most 
affected by the pandemic. 
      Dr. Clarke further dis-
closed that additional allo-
cations include increases of 
$2.7 billion to augment the 
provision in the Approved 
Budget for public sector 
wage settlements; and $1.7 
billion for the police depart-
ment to address critical 
expenditure, including 
arrears to suppliers of 
goods and services.  

Minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (second right), 
receives care packages for Cuban teachers in Jamaica, from P. A. Benjamin 
Manufacturing Company Limited, at the Ministry’s headquarters in Kingston recently. 
From left are Marketing Manager for Pharmaceuticals and Exports, P. A. Benjamin, 
Andreen Bennett; Coordinator of the Cuban Educational Brigade in Jamaica, Dr. 
Reynel Isalgué;  and Marketing Manager for Food and Personal  
Care,  P. A. Benjamin,  Lisa Andrade Thompson. 
  

Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher tufton, says the 
Government is working on 
developing a digital coron-
avirus (CoViD-19) vaccination 
card, which should be avail-
able to Jamaicans within the 
next two to three months. 
      “We are currently in the 
exploratory mode. We are 
working with a number of 
international partners, among 
them the United nations 
Children fund (UniCef), 
which, of course, is the soft-
ware platform we currently 
use to upload the information 
around persons who have 
been vaccinated,” he said, 
while addressing  the  virtual 
CoViD-19 Conversations 
press briefing held on 
september 30. 
      Dr. tufton said that the 
Ministry is seeking to have the 

card modelled off best prac-
tices and standards seen in 
Canada, the european Union, 
the United Kingdom, and the 
United states (Us) “and that 
is, of course, to establish the 

compatibility and, by exten-
sion, the acceptability of the 
card”. 
      He said that the card will 
feature a Qr code that will be 
“securely encrypted”, and 
persons will be able to print 
their Qr Code or have it avail-
able digitally via short mes-
sage service (sMs) or email. 
      “so, it is a code that can 
be read by a machine where 
the data can be uploaded or 
verified,” he pointed out. 
      Dr. tufton said it is 
expected that persons who 
already have a physical vacci-
nation card will be transi-
tioned to the digital format. 
      He said that the card will 
be critical in managing the 
vaccination process and pro-
vide Jamaicans with a univer-
sally accepted card, while 
reducing fraud. 

Digital COVID-19 Vaccination Card to be 
Introduced
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Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton, speak-
ing  during the virtual 
COVID-19 Conver-sations 
press briefing held on 
September 30.

P. A. Benjamin Donates Care Packages for 
Cuban Teachers

“15,000 laptops 
were acquired at  

a cost of $1.3  
billion for PATH 

 students.”

PM Gives Assurance That 
COVID-19 Vaccine is Safe


