
THE DRAFT National Five-
Year Agribusiness Strategy 
is slated to be approved by 
Cabinet later this month and 
tabled in Parliament, to 
enable its implementation 
shortly. 
      The plan is designed to 
transition Jamaica’s agricul-
ture industry from low to 
high technology, thereby 
revolutionising food produc-
tion and related business 
activities. 
      This was disclosed by 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Audley 
Shaw, while addressing the 
three-day virtual Caribbean 
AgTech Investment Summit 
2021 (CATIS 2021) on 
October 5. 
      He said the plan, which 
is intended to establish a 
modern, profitable agribusi-

ness sector, will also posi-
tively impact the social and 
economic transformation of 
the rural economy. 

      Mr. Shaw said this would 
be the result of relevant 
business models and sup-
porting ecosystems “that 

function to ensure food and 
nutritional security for the 
population of Jamaica, in 
the global context of 
adverse climate change”. 
      Among the key compo-
nents of the initiative are 
low-cost, larger-scale farm-
ing with cheaper energy; the 
introduction of large tropical 
tree orchards; and the 
establishment of an Agro 
Business Council to facili-
tate public-private sector 
cooperation for national 
food security and the indus-
try’s modernisation. 
      The strategy is intended 
to enable the utilisation of 
farming technologies such 
as hydroponics, aquapon-
ics, mariculture, vertical 
farming, container/indoor 
farming, and commercial 
scale greenhouse farming.

THE GOVERNMENT remains 
committed to delivering cus-
tomer service excellence in 
the public sector.  
       Prime Minister the Most. 
Hon Andrew Holness said 
internal and external cus-
tomers should expect and 
receive nothing but the best 
service.  
       “This should be evident in 
the efficiency in which we exe-
cute responsibilities,” Mr. 
Holness added.  
       He was speaking during 
the Jamaica Customer 
Service Association’s Service 
Excellence digital conference 
on October 5.  
       The service excellence 
framework, which forms part  
of the Government’s long-

term National Development 
Plan - Vision 2030 Jamaica, 
emphasises professionalism, 
effectiveness and accounta-
bility within the public sector.  
       Mr. Holness said public 
officers should, therefore, 
embrace integrity and trans-
parency “in the manner we 
conduct ourselves, [have] 
patience [when] interacting 
with customers, respect our 
clients, [and be] accountable.”  
       Prime Minister Holness 
added that the public sector 
should “catalyse the growth of 
our economy by facilitating 
the private sector through the 
provision of infrastructure and 
an enabling macroeconomic 
and regulatory framework”. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness has set a new 

target of having one million 
coronavirus (COVID-19) vac-
cine doses administered by 
November 30.  
      This comes as the 
Government ramps up efforts 
to increase vaccine take-up to 
quickly return Jamaica to nor-
mality. 
      “If we don’t take the vac-
cines we cannot return to nor-
mal. Your freedom of choice 
comes with the obligation and 
duty of consequence. The 
problem we are facing now in 
the society is that the people 
who have taken the vaccine 
have to bear the conse-
quences for those who do not 
take it,” Mr. Holness said. 
      The Prime Minister was 
addressing persons at the 
Mocho Health Centre in 
Clarendon on October 7, as 
he continued his islandwide 
vaccination mobilisation and 
public education campaign to 
encourage more Jamaicans 

to take the available vaccines.   
      Some 125 residents 
received the jab at the health 
centre on the day.  

      Mr. Holness maintained 
that “the longer we take to 
bring the pandemic under 
control, the greater the 

impact will be on persons, 
especially our children”. 
      “Children must go back 
to school [as] they have suf-
fered the most. So, there will 
come a time when we will 
have to insist upon persons 
taking the vaccines or being 
restricted,” Mr. Holness 
stressed.  
      He reiterated, however, 
that before such an approach 
is taken, the public would be 
properly informed.

One Million COVID-19 
Vaccination Target by Nov 30 

More Vaccination Sites 
Being Established 
THE MINISTRY of Health 
and Wellness is looking to 
partner with more private 
medical facilities to 
increase the number of 
vaccination sites island-
wide. 
       These would be in 
addition to the 11 facilities 
already contracted for the 
undertaking, which aims to 
reduce overcrowding at 
existing immunisation cen-
tres and boost the 
Government’s national vac-
cination programme.  
       Speaking during a 
recent COVID Conver-
sations virtual press confer-
ence, Portfolio Minister, Dr. 
the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton, said discussions are  
progressing with other enti-
ties to continue increasing 
the number of sites. 
       “The intention is to try 
and get as much coverage 
as possible. Over time, we 
do see these private enti-
ties playing an important 
role in outreach and the 
messaging around the 
importance of vaccines,” 
he indicated, while thanking 
the institutions already on-
board.  

       These entities are Vein 
Centres of Jamaica; Health 
Plus Associates; Online 
Medics; Fontana Limited; 
Portmore Health Complex; 
Windsor Wellness Centre; 
Baywest Wellness Hospital; 
Winchester Surgical & 
Medical Institute/Winch-
ester Laboratory; Hospiten; 
Medical Associates, and 
the private practice of Dr. 
Michelle Holt, Nuttall 
Medical Centre, Kingston.

Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness

Health Ministry Assures Persons 
Due Second Pfizer Vaccine Dose

THE MINISTRY of Health 
and Wellness is assuring 
persons, due their second 
dose of the Pfizer coron-
avirus (COVID-19) vaccine, 
that they will be inoculated 
when supplies are avail-
able. 
       Additional doses are 
expected to arrive from the 
United States (US) and the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Global 
Access (COVAX) facility 
over the coming weeks. 
       Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO), Dr. Jacquiline 
Bisasor McKenzie, advised 
that “while we have no def-
inite date on the arrival of 
the US supply, the COVAX 
supply is expected in two 
to four weeks and will be 
enough to cover second 
doses”. 
       She indicated in a 
statement on October 7 
that persons receiving the 
first dose will continue to 
have some protection 
against the virus. 
       This, Dr. Bisasor 
McKenzie informed, as the 
vaccine has been proven to 
have an efficacy rate as 
high as 85 per cent after the 
initial dose. 
       “They do not have to 
panic; they will not have to 
start over the course. They 
will have developed some 
immunity from the first 
dose,” she assured. 

       As of Saturday, 
October 9, persons receiv-
ing the vaccine were into 
the sixth week of the 
course of the first dose. 
       This will further delay 
the interval between the 
first and second dose, 
which was previously 
extended to 42 days or six 
weeks. 

“They do not 
have to panic; 
they will not 
have to start 

over the course. 
They will have 

developed 
some immunity 
from the first 

dose.”  
 
       Dr. Bisasor McKenzie 
said while the World Health 
Organization (WHO) recom-
mendation is for the second 
dose to be administered 
within 21-28 days, the enti-
ty “does acknowledge that 
persons may wait up to 12 
weeks to receive the sec-
ond dose in situations 
where there is a scarcity of 
supply”.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness, Hon. Juliet Cuthbert-Flynn (right), displays 
the keys for a 16-seater bus that was donated by the 
United States Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) to support the Government’s 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic response. The unit 
and laboratory supplies were handed over at the 
University of the West Indies, Mona, on October 7. 
Others (from left) are: Director of the CDC Caribbean 
Regional Office, Dr. Varough Deyde; Chargé 
d’Affaires, United States Embassy in Jamaica, John 
McIntyre; and Representative for the Pan American 
Organization (PAHO) and World Health Organization 
(WHO), Jamaica, Bermuda and the Cayman Islands, 
Ian Stein. 
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Minister of Industry, Investment, Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Hon. Audley Shaw

“The longer 
we take to 
bring the  
pandemic 

under control, 
the greater 
the impact 

will be on our 
children."

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) 
addressing residents at the Mocho Health Centre in 
Clarendon. At left is Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Information and North Central 
Clarendon Member of Parliament, Hon. Robert Morgan.  
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Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Jacquiline Bisasor McKenzie.
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