
PRIME MINISTER the  
most hon. Andrew 
holness says the Gov-

ernment has begun the 
process of making travel with 
Jamaica’s vaccination card 
more seamless, by establishing 
a system for verifying the 
validity of the vaccination      
status of Jamaicans. 
      The Prime minister’s 
announcement comes following 
concerns being raised after it 
emerged that the united 
Kingdom’s Government does 
not recognise the vaccination 
status of Jamaicans who travel 
to that country, based on new 
travel guidelines established. 
      “If you need to travel and 
you arrive in… the foreign 
country and you present your 
card, we will develop the 
appropriate system to ensure 
that there is the ability to vali-
date that card so your desti-
nation of travel will be able to 
verify on the Jamaican data-
base that your vaccination is 
accurate and appropriate and 
valid,” he informed. 
      “Whilst there are con-
cerns, we wish to reassure the 

country that the way in which 
Jamaica has gone about its 
vaccination programme places 
us in good standing for this 
kind of validation to take 
place,” he continued.  
      The development of a 
system of verification is part 

of the Terms of reference of 
national Covid-19 Vaccin-
ation operationalization Task 
Force which says: “develop 
specifications for and oversee 
implementation of an applica-
tion to enable unambiguous 
authentication of vaccination 
cards with the ministry of 
health and Wellness’s data-
base”. 
      mr. holness was speaking 
to journalists while visiting a 
vaccination blitz at the 

Trelawny multipurpose sta-
dium on september 23. The 
visit forms part of the ongoing 
national vaccine mobilisation 
and public education campaign, 
to encourage greater take-up 
of the vaccine. 
      Prime minister holness 
said the country’s vaccination 
programme meets the highest 
standard, noting that the       
vaccines administered to the 
over 700,000 Jamaicans inoc-
ulated so far, are safe.   

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) addresses residents who received 
their COVID-19 vaccine at a vaccination blitz at Troy High School in Southern Trelawny 
on September 23. He was joined by Member of Parliament for Southern Trelawny, 
Marisa Dalrymple-Philibert (left). 

Gov’t Setting Up Vaccination 
Status Verification System 

Tourism Earnings Since January 
Total US$1.2 Billion

JAmAICA hAs earned 
us$1.2 billion from 1.1 mil-
lion visitor arrivals since the 
start of the year. 

      This was revealed by 
Tourism minister, hon. 
edmund Bartlett, at a 
Jamaica Information service 
‘Think Tank’ at the Agency’s 
head office in Kingston on 
september 21. 
      “That performance is 
seeing a 22 per cent 
increase in our earnings, up 
by some us$212 million 
and our arrivals are up from 
800,000 last year to 1.1     
million this year,” he noted. 

      he said that most of 
the visitors to the island 
were from the united states 
(us), as other markets such 
as the united Kingdom 
(uK) and Canada had vari-
ous CoVID-19 restrictions, 
which prevented persons 
from travelling. 
      minister Bartlett pointed 
out that with the increase in 
earnings and visitor arrivals, 
the industry is playing a 
pivotal role in the country’s 
post-pandemic recovery. 
      “We brought back 
more than 60,000 workers 
to their jobs, which were 
lost as a result of the pan-
demic,” he noted. 
      he said that the industry 
has been “shrewd” in the 
CoVID-19 recovery process 
and is focused on sustain-
ability “as the centerpiece of 
the way forward”. 
      “There is, therefore, no 
better industry to increase 
revenues for Jamaica, 
restore jobs and generate 
new opportunities in com-
munities across the country 
than the tourism industry,” 
said minister Bartlett. 

Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett

2-1-1 Hotline to Report Child 
Abuse Now Active

The mInIsTrY of Agri-     
culture and Fisheries is pro-
viding $250 million in relief 
support for farmers, who 
were impacted by the recent 
passage of Tropical storms 
Grace and Ida. 
      The funds, which also 
aim to stimulate recovery in 
the agricultural sector,       
are being redirected from 
the Production Incentive 
Programme. 
      Portfolio minister, hon. 
Audley shaw, in announcing 
the support in the house of 
representatives on sep-
tember 22, noted that the 
tropical storms that impacted 
the island in August, caused 
significant loss of crops, 
livestock and farmlands, 
and extensive damage to 
road and infrastructure. 
      Giving a breakdown of 
the allocation, he indicated 
that $100 million will go 
towards support for crop 
and livestock farmers. This 
is through the provision of 

planting materials such as 
seeds, pesticides and other 
items, as well as key inputs 
for the poultry and small 
ruminant industries.  
      minister shaw noted 
that of the $100 million, a 

total of $28 million will be 
made available for distribu-
tion through the members of 
Parliament (mPs).   
      he told the house that 
29 constituencies have 
been identified with signifi-

cant damage, and the mPs 
for these areas will be 
receiving $750,000 each.  
      mPs for 13 constituen-
cies that have been identified 
with less substantial dam-
age will receive $500,000 
each.    
      The remaining $71 mil-
lion will be disbursed under 
the recovery programmes 
being executed by the rural 
Agricultural Development 
Agency (rADA). 
      Additionally, minister 
shaw said that $100 million 
will be provided to allow for 
a 15 per cent reduction in 
the price for four select fer-
tiliser products that are most 
widely used by the farmers.  
      The remaining $50 million 
of the $250-million allocation 
will benefit plantain and 
banana farmers, through the 
acquisition of inputs such as 
fertilisers and pesticides.  

The neW 24-hour child 
abuse reporting hotline 2-1-1 
was launched virtually on 
september 22 and is toll-
free from any service 
provider. 
      The initiative is a collab-
orative effort between the 
Child Protection and Family 
services Agency (CPFsA) 
and the ministry of edu-
cation, Youth and Information 
and will replace the 888-
ProTeCT hotline.  
      The hotline, which has 
been in operation since 
June, is operated by the 
national Children’s registry. 
      In her remarks, Portfolio 
minister, hon. Fayval 
Williams, said the ministry 
will continue to work along-
side the CPFsA to help pro-
tect the nation’s children.  
      “This is the kind of serv-
ice that we wish we did not 
need but, regrettably, child 
abuse across social strata is 
a very present danger in 
Jamaica and we need to 
employ all the necessary 
resources to protect our 
children, to see to the 
reduction of these cases in 
Jamaica,” she stated.   

      For his part, state 
minister in the ministry of 
education, Youth and 
Information, hon. robert 
morgan, said that it was 
important for children to 
have “quick access” to a 
number they can use imme-
diately after an incident of 
abuse. 
      “What we are seeking to 
do is interconnect, what I call 
the ‘childcare ecosystem’ in 
Jamaica,” he disclosed, 
adding that all other hotlines 
from the various ministries 
should be reachable upon 
direction from a CPFsA officer, 
through the 2-1-1 hotline.  

PM’s Positive Jamaica Foundation Hand Over Devices

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Audley Shaw, 
provides an update on support for the agriculture      
sector during the sitting of the House of 
Representatives on September  22. 

Minister of Education, Youth 
and Information, Hon. Fayval 
Williams

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) presents a multifunctional laser printer to Member of Parliament 
for Northern Trelawny, Tova Hamilton (2nd right), at a vaccination blitz held at the Trelawny Multipurpose Stadium on 
September 23. The printer was donated through his Positive Jamaica Foundation and is to be gifted to an institution, 
to assist with the printing of educational material. Looking on (from left) are Vice Principal of Falmouth All-Age, Kayan 
Lewis-Forrester, and Vice Principal of Salt Marsh Primary, Venesha Brown-Gordon. Some 60 tablet computers were 
also presented to support virtual learning for students in the constituency. 

The Consumer Affairs Com- 
mission (CAC) has secured 
approximately $4.2 million in 
refunds and compensation on 
behalf of aggrieved consumers 
for the period April to June 2021. 
      Communications specialist, 
CAC, Dorothy Campbell, told 
JIS News that the funds were 
recovered from the top five 
categories for refunds and 
compensation. 
      These are electrical equip-
ment and appliances, where 
nearly $1.8 million was recov-
ered; furniture, approximately 
$1.3 million; other services, 
$605,000; computers and     
computer parts, $321,600; and 
utilities $236,927. 
      meanwhile, ms. Campbell 
noted that the Commission 
handled 1,815 complaints for 
the financial year 2020/2021. 
      “When compared to the 
cases for the previous period, 
we have increased by about 
10.3 per cent,” she indicated. 
      ms. Campbell said the 
number does not include 
those complaints that are cur-
rently under investigation. 

      “some complaints require 
lengthy investigations, possibly 
testing by another competent 
authority and/or maybe docu-
mentation that we might 
require or legal review by our 
legal officer,” she explained. 
      ms. Campbell underscored 
that the money recovered is 
not retained by the CAC. 
      The CAC is the national 
agency responsible for con-
sumer advocacy. For further 
information, persons can  
call 876-906-5425 or email 
info@cac.gov.jm. 

Agriculture Ministry Provides $250 Million for Farmers  
Impacted by Tropical Storms
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