
PRIME MINISTER the  
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says the 

Government is not currently 
considering making the 
coronavirus (CoViD-19) vac-
cinations mandatory.
      Mr. Holness said before 
any consideration can be 
given in this regard, the 
Government must demon-
strate that an effective public 
education campaign was 
undertaken.  
      “i am of the view that the 
current health situation does 
give strong justification that 
we should give a directive 
for vaccinations to be taken. 
But the spirit of our 
Constitution and laws also 
requires us to have a period 
of public education where 
the citizen is engaged,” he 
stated.
      “in other words, we 
would have to demonstrate 
that we have gone through 
all remedies, and that we 
have done everything else, 
other than a mandate, to get 

people to be vaccinated, so 
that we are not just jumping 
over the rights of the people 
without them being properly 
informed as to why it is 
being done,” the Prime 
Minister added.

      He was addressing jour-
nalists at a vaccination site 
at Holy family Primary and 
infant school in Kingston, on 
september 8.  
      Mr. Holness said he was 
optimistic that the public 

education programme will 
encourage more Jamaicans 
to not only take the vaccine, 
but also join the vaccination 
campaign. 

Gov’t Not Currently Considering 
Mandatory Vaccination

ADVT.

tHe GoVernMent has 
committed more than 
$320M to the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s Buy-Back 
Programme.
      the Programme began 
last year and is implement-
ed through the rural 
Agricultural Development 
Authority (rADA).
      Agriculture Minister, 
Hon. floyd Green, said this 
is one way the Government 
has responded to the neg-
ative effects of the pan-
demic on farmers.
       “there has been fall-
out in our major markets, 
including tourism, educa-
tion and the health sector, 
resulting in the vulnerabili-
ty of our food systems 
being on full display. 
Working with partners 
from the food and 
Agriculture organization 
(fAo) of the United 
nations, we’ve been able 
to commit millions of dol-
lars through our Buy-Back 
Programme. We went out 
into the field to buy back 
excess agricultural pro-
duce, store that produce 

and redistribute through 
our mobile farmers mar-
kets,” he said.
      Minister Green also 
said this was to ensure 
that farmers have consis-
tent access to reasonable 
markets, and consumers 
have access to safe, cost-
efficient food.
      in addition to the pan-
demic limiting markets, 
there is also climate 
change, and Jamaica 
already had pre-existing 
issues surrounding food 
security.
      “We are serious at 
the Ministry… to ensure 
that we reimagine agri-
culture and fisheries to 
make them more sustain-
able, equitable and inclu-
sive, especially for our 
youth and women,” Mr. 
Green said.

He was addressing 
the opening ceremony for 
the virtual workshop on 
‘Catalysing the sustain-
able and inclusive 
transformation of food 
systems’ in Jamaica on 
september 7.

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green

Great Economic Potential between CARICOM and Africa – PM 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) shares in conversation with Nurse Cynthia 
McDermott (seated, second right) and Nurse Monique Dwyer Brown (seated, right) at a vacci-
nation site located at the Holy Family Primary and Infant School in Kingston, on September 8. 
Others (from second left) are, Minister of Local Government and Rural Development, Hon. 
Desmond McKenzie and Member of Parliament, Central Kingston, Donovan Williams.

Government Commits $320M 
to Buy-Back Programme

Genome Sequencing Machine 
Expected in Two to Three Weeks

PriMe Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
highlighted the need for the 
strengthening of engage-
ment between CAriCoM 
and the African continent, 
noting that “great economic 
potential” exists between the 
regions.
      the Prime Minister, who 
was addressing the inaugural 
CAriCoM-African summit, 
held virtually on september 
7, noted that the African 
Continental free trade  Area 
(AfCftA) agreement serves 
as an enabling environment 
for trade and investment 
opportunities across the 
regions.
      “there is potential in the 
agro industry and logistic 
sector, and Jamaican com-
panies have already invested 

in Africa. opportunities also 
exist for scientific research, 
healthcare, technological 
innovation and digitisation, 
and tourism,” he said.
      Mr. Holness further 
pointed to the solidarity that 
exists between the two 
regions in addressing issues 
such as development financ-
ing, debt sustainability, and 
climate change in various 
regional and international 
fora while working for deeper 
integration.
      He hailed the African 
Union (AU) for its provision of 
access to CoViD-19 vac-
cines and other “critical 
medical supplies” to 
Caribbean countries through 
the Africa Medical supplies 
Platform (AMsP), noting that 
this “has been a game-

changer for the continent 
and for us”.
      the Prime Minister added 
that the “timely dialogue” 
between the two regions will 
serve to “entrench our plat-
form of bonds” and common 
historical experiences, which 

have been enriched by cul-
tural, economic, and political 
affinities.
      the summit was staged 
under the theme ‘Unity 
Across Continents and 
oceans: opportunities for 
Developing integration’. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness, addresses 
the inaugural CARICOM-African Summit, held virtually on 
September 7. 

in tHe push to get more 
Jamaicans vaccinated, the 
first set of 40 ‘vaccine 
ambassadors’ has been 
mobilised in st. Andrew north 
east, to encourage and facili-
tate the vaccination of mem-
bers in their communities.
      Under the initiative, all 
Members of Parliament will 
recruit vaccine ambassadors 
to encourage constituents to 
take the CoViD-19 vaccines.
      Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness end-
orsed the initiative, emphasis-
ing that individual engagement 
at the community level pro-
vides critical support for the 
public education campaign of 
the national CoViD-19 vacci-
nation programme.
       “there are many reasons 
why people are not taking the 

vaccines, and having the 
conversation sometimes 
helps to resolve the skepti-
cism, the fear and the lack of 
knowledge. i am very hope-
ful that the community 
mobilisation will reinforce 
the national message that is 
being put out by the Ministry 
of Health and generally by 
the Government of 
Jamaica,” he said.
       Mr. Holness was 
addressing journalists while 
on a visit to a vaccination site 
at the Holy family Primary and 
infant school in downtown 
Kingston on september 9.
       the visit formed part of 
the Prime Minister’s vaccine 
mobilisation and public 
education campaign, which 
saw him also going to a 
vaccination site located at 

the new Day Primary and 
infant school in Kingston.
      He added that Member 
of Parliament for st. Andrew 
north east, Hon. Delroy 

Chuck, has indicated that 
an additional 20 ambassa-
dors are to be employed for 
the area. 

Minister of State for the Ministry of Industry, 
Investment and Commerce, Hon. Dr. Norman Dunn, 
(second right), looks on as Nurse Shannon Bowden 
(right), administers the vaccine to a Red Stripe 
employee (seated, 2nd left), at the company’s brew-
ery on Spanish Town Road in Kingston on 
September 8. Looking on is Red Stripe’s Managing 
Director, Luis Prata. A total of 630 persons received 
vaccines.

‘Vaccine Ambassadors’ to be Deployed in all Constituencies 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second right) 
addresses journalists at a vaccination site located at Holy 
Family Primary and Infant School in Kingston, on September 
8. With the Prime Minister (from left) are Minister of Local 
Government and Rural Development, Hon. Desmond 
McKenzie, and Member of Parliament for Central Kingston, 
Donovan Williams. 
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Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher tufton, says 
a Genome sequencing 
machine to test for new 
CoViD-19 variants, is 
expected to arrive in the 
island over the next two 
to three weeks. 
      speaking at the virtual 
CoViD Conversations 
press conference on 
september 9, the Minister 
said that “significant 
progress” has been made 
with the acquisition of at 
least one, and possible 
two machines and the 
necessary reagents. 
      “this will allow us to 
test for variant strains 
without having to send 
samples to locations over-
seas. that is a good devel-
opment based on discus-
sions that we have had 
with the suppliers over the 

last few days,” he added. 
      Meanwhile, the Min-
ister reported that the 
number of persons being 
vaccinated is “increasing 
steadily.”  
      over 612,000 doses 
of vaccines have been 
administered to date. of 
that number, 459,040 were 
first doses, 141,495 were 
second doses, and 12, 
274 were single doses of 
the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. 
      He said that the num-
bers put Jamaica within 
reach of its target to 
administer 700,000 doses 
of vaccines by the end of 
september. 
      the Government’s tar-
get is to have 65 per cent 
of the Jamaican popula-
tion vaccinated by March 
2022.

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton, addresses a virtual COVID Conversations press 
conference on September 9.

Positive Response to Private Sector Vaccine Initiative


