
minister oF education, 
Youth and information, Hon. 
Fayval Williams, says that 
73,880 children, ages 12 to 
18, have been vaccinated 
against the coronavirus 
(CoViD-19) to date. 
       she made the disclosure 
during a statement to the 
House of representatives on 
september 15. 
      mrs. Williams continued 
to urge principals, teachers, 
students, administrative and 
ancillary staff, as well as par-
ents, to get vaccinated.  
      “We are again appealing 
to everyone to wear masks, 
wash your hands or sanitise 
frequently and practise 
physical distancing. these 
protocols, together with the 
added layer of protection 
that vaccinations provide, 
are Jamaica’s best tools for 
significantly reducing the 
spread of the CoViD-19 
virus, decreasing hospitali-
sations, and getting our stu-
dents back into the face-to-
face classes,” she said. 
      “Administrators, teach-
ers and ancillary staff in the 
public education sector, 
who are working in the 
school environment with 
our early-childhood/infant 
and primary-level children 
are strongly encouraged to 
be vaccinated,” the minister 
added. 

 
mrs. Williams noted that at 
this time, there is no vaccine 
available for children below 
12 years of age. 
      “As such, we as adults 
have a collective responsi-
bility to ourselves and our 
children to not only stead-
fastly continue to adhere to 
the CoViD-19 protocols but 
to also make the decision to 
get the added layer of pro-
tection afforded from being 
vaccinated,” she said. 

PRIME MINISTER, the 
most Hon. Andrew 
Holness, on september 

15, announced new measures 
aimed at containing the spread 
of the coronavirus (CoViD-19). 
       the new measures, which 
became effective on september 
18, continue until thursday, 
october 28, 2021. 
      speaking in the House of 
representatives, mr. Holness 
said that the curfew hours for 
weekdays (mondays to 
Fridays) will now be from 8:00 
p.m. until 5:00 a.m. 
      “on saturdays, the cur-
few begins at 6:00 p.m., but it 
will continue throughout 
sunday to 5:00 a.m. on 
monday. so, sunday is a no-
movement day. For clarity, the 
weekday no-movement day 
will be discontinued,” he said. 
      national Heroes Day, 
monday, october 18, which is 
a public holiday, will also be a 

no-movement day. 
      regarding the public 
gathering limit, this remains at 
10 persons, and places of 
worship will continue to be 

restricted to 20 persons in 
attendance. 
      the number of persons to 
physically attend a wedding 
remains at 20 and the limit on 

persons physically attending 
annual general meetings 
remains at 20. 

      “no physical attendance 
will be allowed at any event 
hosted by a public entity; only 
virtual events will be permit-
ted,” mr. Holness said. 
      the existing work-from-
home arrangement stipulated 
for the public sector has been 
extended to october 28. 
      in addition, burials are 
allowed, except for holidays 
and no-movement days, with 
a maximum of 15 people. 
Also, funeral services are now 
allowed with a maximum of 
20 attendees. 

A 40-BeD mobile field hospital, 
donated by the United states 
(Us) Government, was officially 
opened at the may Pen 
Hospital in Clarendon on 
september 15. 
      the Us$850,000 facility, 
which is equipped with a gen-
erator, is the second provided 
by the Us for coronavirus 
(CoViD-19) patients.  the 
other field hospital has been 
relocated to the spanish town 
Hospital in st. Catherine from 
its original site at the national 
Chest Hospital in st. Andrew. 
      the donation forms part of 
Us southern Command’s 
(UssoUtHCom) ongoing 
assistance to nations in the 
Caribbean, Central America, 
and south America and is 
funded by the Command’s 
Humanitarian Assistance 
Program (HAP).  

minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher tufton, expres-
sed gratitude on behalf of the 
Government, noting that the 
support shows the 
strength of the relationship 
between the countries and 
the collaboration that is 

necessary to tackle 
CoViD-19. 
      He said that the 
Government is looking to 
boost capacity through the 
addition of some 350 beds 
across the island, and the 
field hospitals “will help us to 
move forward”.  

      Dr. tufton noted that the 
ongoing support from the Us, 
including the donation of medical 
equipment and supplies, pro-
vides an opportunity for the 
country to build out post-CoViD. 
       Chargé d’Affaires at the 
Us embassy in Kingston, 
John mcintyre, in his remarks 
said that the field hospital will 
enhance the Government’s 
ability to respond to the global 
pandemic, and disaster 
response and mitigation post 
pandemic.  
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Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton (centre), and Charge d’Affaires at the 
United States (US) Embassy in Kingston, John McIntyre 
(left), converses with Acting Chief Executive Officer of 
the May Pen Hospital, Eugena Clarke-James, during a 
tour of the 40-bed mobile field hospital at the May Pen 
Hospital in Clarendon on September 15.

MSMEs to Benefit from $3 Billion in Loans 
and Grants
miCro, small and medium-
sized enterprises (msmes) 
affected by the CoViD-19 
pandemic are to benefit 
from $3 billion in loans and 
grant support through part-
nership between the 
ministry of Finance and the 
Public service and the 
Development Bank of 
Jamaica (DBJ). 
      Under the DBJ’s social 
and economic recovery 
and Vaccine (serVe) 
Jamaica Programme, which 
was officially launched on 
september 15, the entities 
will have access to funds to 
digitise their operations to 
better serve clients, as well 
as recover from the eco-
nomic fallout that has affect-
ed their cash flows. 
      the funds will be dis-
bursed via partner financial 
institutions, including DBJ-
approved financial institu-
tions as well as entities such 
as credit unions and micro-
credit establishments.  
      three newly created 
products are being provided 
to msmes under the pro-

gramme – msme recovery 
loan facility; Go-Digital loan 
facility; and a Go-Digital 
Grant. 
      Finance minister, Dr. the 
Hon. nigel Clarke, in his 
address at the launch held 
at the Jamaica Pegasus 
hotel in new Kingston, 
explained that the $2-billion 
msme recovery loan facility 
will allow entities to access 
up to $10 million at a rate of 
five per cent.   
      “this loan can be used 
to address cash-flow defi-
ciencies and refinance exist-

ing debt that might be too 
onerous [for entities] to 
undertake at this time,” he 
noted. 
      in addition, the $1-billion 
Go-Digital loan facility 
enables msmes with sales 
of less than $425 million to 
borrow up to $800,000 with 
a three-year repayment peri-
od at a rate of two per cent 
per annum. 
      through the Go-Digital 
Grant, msmes with sales of 
less than $75 million, can 
access up to $300,000 to 
digitise their operations.  

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke

Vice Chair of the Jamaica Customs Agency's Corporate Social Responsibility 
Committee, Earl Stewart (right), presents a tablet to Principal of Farm Primary and 
Infant School, Richard Miller, during a ceremony for the handover of 30 devices to the 
institution in Green Pond, St. James, recently. The Edward Seaga Primary 
School in Denham Town also received 30 devices.

Prime minister the most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
handed over 40 tablet com-
puters to support virtual 
learning for students in east 
Kingston and Port royal. 
      He handed over the 
devices to member of 
Parliament for the constituen-
cy, Phillip Paulwell, while visit-
ing the vaccination site at the 
Windward road Primary and 
Junior High school in east 
Kingston on september 15. 
      some of the tablets will 
be presented to students of 
the institution. During his visit, 
mr. Holness also donated a 

multifunctional printer to the 
school. 
      the Prime minister 
informed that the tablets were 
secured through the efforts of 
Jamaica’s Consul General to 
new York, Alsion roach 
Wilson, while the printer was 
gifted through his Positive 
Jamaica Foundation.  
      mr. Holness noted that 
the presentation of the tablets 
is in support of the 
Government’s efforts to equip 
students with devices to 
access online learning. 
      “What we have here are 
40 devices to assist students 

to connect virtually to the 
classroom. these devices 
were a donation from several 
companies and individuals 
overseas through the effort of 
our Consul General and her 
team and the ministry of 
education, Youth and 
information as well,” he said. 
      He said that the donation 
of the printer is to enable the 
school to meet the increased 
need for printing materials to 
support learning. 
      mr. Paulwell, in his 
remarks, expressed grati-
tude for the donation to the 
students.  
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness speaking 
during the sitting of the House of Representatives on 
September 15. 

May Pen Gets 40-Bed Field Hospital

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (second left) presents tablet computers 
to Member of Parliament for East Kingston and Port Royal, Phillip Paulwell (third left), 
for distribution to students. The presentation was made during a visit to the vaccina-
tion site at the Windward Road Primary and Junior High School in East Kingston on 
September 15. Looking on (from left) are Councillor for the Norman Gardens Division, 
Jacqueline Lewis; Councillor, Springfield Division, Lorraine Dobson;  Principal of the 
school, Noel Pennant; and Minister of Local Government and Rural Development, Hon. 
Desmond McKenzie.
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National Heroes Day, 
Monday, October 18, 
which is a public  
holiday, will also be a 
no-movement day. 


