
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says the 

Government has been stead-
fast in pursuing economic 
independence for Jamaica, 
through the implementation 
of the “right policies” to 
secure the future that the 
country wants. 
       “Independence means 
the ability to act as a sover-
eign nation and the flexibility 
to make choices that reflect 
the collective will and aspira-
tions of our citizens and to do 
so, unencumbered by exter-
nal influences,” Mr. Holness 
said during his Independence 
Day message. 
       He pointed out that on a 
personal level, independence 
means income, ownership, 
and the ability to create 
wealth and pursue happi-
ness.
       “For many, independ-
ence starts with owning their 

own shelter. We are reforming 
the housing market to make 
70,000 new houses available. 
This will transform not only 

housing, but families and how 
people live in communities.  
We are establishing struc-
tured, vibrant and sustainable 

housing projects such as the 
Greater Bernard Lodge devel-
opment which will over time 
replace ad hoc, informal set-
tlements,” he said.
       Meanwhile, Mr. Holness 
said that Jamaica recently 
issued a catastrophe (CAT) 
bond through the World Bank 
that provides the country with 
US$185 million in financial 
protection in the event of loss 
from a major hurricane. 
       “Jamaica is the first 
island state in the world to 
independently access the 
CAT bond market. While we 
seek to grow our wealth, it is 
important to secure what we 
already have against risks,” 
Mr. Holness said.
       He noted that the 
Government has introduced a 
new Social Pension Progr-
amme that targets citizens 
aged 75 years and older.   
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PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness recently launched 
the Government’s $800 
million Social Pension 
Progr-amme, which pro-
vides a guaranteed 
income for vulnerable per-
sons 75 years and older.
      Seniors targeted are 
those not currently in 
receipt of a pension, dis-
ability benefit or other 
retirement benefits, cash 
grants from the Programme 
of Advancement Through 
Health and Education 
(PATH) or Poor Relief 
Programme, and who do 
not reside in a 
Government institutional 
care facility.
      Mr. Holness said the 
programme, which is the 
first of its kind in Jamaica, 
is a landmark achieve-
ment in the development 
of the nation’s social pro-
tection framework for the 

most vulnerable in the 
society.  
      “I am particularly 
proud of the fact that we 
have been able to imple-
ment this programme in 
the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. We have been 
able to do this because of 
prudent fiscal manage-
ment on the part of this 
Government,” he said dur-
ing a ceremony held virtu-
ally from Jamaica House.
      The Prime Minister 
noted that there are many 
elderly persons in need of 
financial support, who do 
not qualify for existing 
social welfare initiatives.
      He noted that the 
implementation of this 
programme for needy 
seniors is therefore crucial 
given the Government’s 
moral and social obliga-
tion to guarantee a mini-
mum level of social pro-
tection for all citizens. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) 
symbolically hands over a cheque valued at $6,800 to 
senior citizen, Dudley Morgan, who is one of 2,000 
beneficiaries of the Government's newly launched $800 
million Social Pension Programme. The occasion was 
the  virtual launch of the programme from Jamaica 
House recently.  

PRIME MINISTER the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness is 
calling on Jamaicans to 
make a concerted effort to 
reject violence in their daily 
lives. 
      “Your Government is 
seized of this disease of vio-
lence plaguing our people. It 
is of epidemic proportions, 
and it has infected all facets 
of our society. The first step 
in combatting this disease is 
to get the average person to 
accept that violence in all 
forms, whether intimate 
partner, domestic, corporal 
punishment, gang violence 
or security force violence, all 
violence, is wrong,” Mr. 
Holness said in his 
Emancipation Day Message.
      The Prime Minister 
noted that the Government 
has started to combat the 
issue through legislation 
with the sexual harassment 
law and the domestic vio-
lence bill which is being 
reviewed. 
      “We are conducting a 
thorough study and review 
of the problem of violence in 
order to inform a compre-
hensive reform of Govern-
ment’s policy framework 
and response,” he added.

      Mr. Holness noted that 
as Prime Minister, he is very 
concerned by the frequency 
and increasing brutality of 
acts of violence being 
reported.
      “Nevertheless, I am 
positive that we can trans-
form our country into a 
kinder, gentler and more car-
ing society,” he said.
      “Let us all commit to 
protecting our freedom from 
violence and honour the 
struggles of our forebears 
by not inflicting on our-
selves the violence the slave 
drivers inflicted on them,” 
he added.

Another 6,000 Youth to Benefit from YSEP 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness 

$800 Million Social Pension 
Programme Launched

PM Urges Jamaicans to Reject All 
Forms of Violence

THE YOUTH Summer 
Employment Programme 
(YSEP) offered by the 
Ministry of Local Government 
and Rural Development will 
positively impact the lives of 
6,000 youth across the 
island.
      This was disclosed by 
portfolio Minister, Hon. 
Desmond McKenzie, who 
was speaking at the launch 
of the programme recently, 
at the College of Agriculture, 
Science and Education 
(CASE) in Portland.
      “This year, I am sure that 
the level of participation within 
the various communities 
across the country will gain 
the results that we are antici-
pating. This is a golden oppor-

tunity to allow you young peo-
ple to begin to have the expe-
rience of what it is to become 
responsible young people. 
The YSEP allows you to work, 

to generate new skills and to 
earn a livelihood. I want you to 
ensure that you make the pro-
gramme sustainable. I am 
sure that you will not let us 

down,” Minister McKenzie 
said.
      The YSEP participants 
will earn $10,000.00 weekly 
for the four-week period of the 
programme, with team lead-
ers earning $11,000.00 per 
week. This, the Minister said, 
he knows will go towards 
school fees, books and sup-
porting families.
      “Since we started the 
programme in 2017, over 500 
persons who have participat-
ed… have been retained in 
the various municipal corpo-
rations across the island. Over 
150 YSEP workers were certi-
fied by HEART Trust/NSTA 
that they are employment-
ready,” the Minister contin-
ued.

Minister of Local Government and Rural Development, 
Hon. Desmond McKenzie, addresses the launch of the 
2021 Youth Summer Employment Programme (YSEP) at 
the College of Agriculture, Science and Education (CASE) 
in Portland recently. 

MORE THAN over 150,000 
Jamaicans are to benefit from 
a five-year Digital Skills 
Programme being undertaken 
by the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Information and 
Microsoft.
       A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the 
partnership was signed 
recently, at the Ministry’s 
National Heroes Circle offices 
in Kingston.
       The objective is to equip 
persons with the digital skills 
needed to fill in-demand 
jobs. Portfolio Minister, 
Hon. Hon. Fayval Williams, 
said that approximately 
31,000 persons will be 
trained each year up to 
2026, gaining valuable skills 
to participate in a digital 
future.

She said that more than over 
62 trainers will be equipped 
with the necessary knowl-
edge to impart training to the 
participants.
      “The aim is to have 
these persons trained in one 
or more of the four courses 
offered, based on their level 
of learning. There is no age 
limit, and there will be no 
barriers to entry,” she noted.
      The Education Minister 
said that the programme, 
which will improve the 
employment prospects of 
the beneficiaries “is most 
welcomed” as the COVID-19 
pandemic has taught valu-
able lessons about the ben-
efits of a digitised society.
      “We commend Micro-
soft Jamaica for this very 
important outreach, which 

they are funding, and the 
importance of this initiative 
cannot be overstated,” she 
said, noting that the digital 

economy has created new 
opportunities in a lot of 
areas. 

Minister of Culture, Gender, 
Entertainment and Sport, Hon. 
Olivia Grange (front row, left), 
presents the winner’s trophy to 
Miss Jamaica Festival Queen 
2021, Dominique Reid, following 
her coronation at the Little 
Theatre in Kingston recently. 
Ms. Reid, a dental surgeon who 
represented Manchester, is the 
daughter of 1991 Festival 
Queen, Karlene Kelly-Reid. At 
(second row, left) is first runner-
up in this year’s competition, 
Miss Westmore-land, Nakinskie 
Robinson.

Miss Jamaica Festival Queen Crowned
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Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Faval 
Williams (right), and Country Representative for 
Microsoft, Yamile Bustamante, display a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) for a five-year Digital Skills 
Programme, at the signing ceremony held recently at the 
Ministry’s National Heroes Circle offices in Kingston. 
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